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Welcoming the Stranger Amongst Us: 

Understanding, Acceptance & Solidarity. 

Catholic parishes are keenly placed to welcome the stranger 

in our midst.  Our principles and values give rise to our 

shared interest in providing a warm, welcoming space for 

others, particularly the vulnerable, those in need and those 

who are on the periphery of our communities.  These in-

clude principles such as: the inherent dignity of the individ-

ual person; the care of God’s creation; and the common 

good.  Moreover, practicing hospitality to guests, whether 

they be strangers or fellow parishioners is a key element of a 

thriving parish.  Over time, the consideration shown is re-

ciprocated and we all grow and learn from the experience of 

supporting one another.  As Pope Francis stated in his Mes-

sage for the World Day of Migrants and Refugees 2016: 

 

“Each of us is responsible for his or 

her neighbour: we are our brothers’ 

and sisters’ keepers, wherever they 

live. Concern for fostering good re-

lationships with others and the abil-

ity to overcome prejudice and fear 

are essential ingredients for promot-

ing the culture of encounter, in 

which we are not only prepared to 

give, but also to receive from others. 

Hospitality, in fact, grows from both 

giving and receiving.” 
 

Recently, there have been many reports about the 

plight of Syrian refugees and of the 12,000 refugees 

who will be arriving on our shores.  If you have been 

wondering what you can do as an individual, family, 

parish or school to identify and respond to the needs of 

humanitarian migrants, then read below for a list of 

suggestions.  Whatever you choose to do, remember to 

talk to your local priest, friends and fellow Catholics 

about your plans – they might like to work with you.  

Let’s join together to welcome the strangers amongst 

us! 

 

Learn & Reflect 

Firstly, go online to the Justice & Peace Office website at 

justiceandpeace.org.au.  You will find there a list of re-

sources that will help you on your journey of hospitality.  

For instance there are links to many reputable websites 

that have resources worth reading.  One example is the 

Australian Catholic Migrant and Refugee Office, 

acmro.catholic.org.au.  

It is also worthwhile seeking out the personal stories of 

people who have fled their homelands and found refuge 

in Australia, whether this is in documentaries, podcasts, 

web articles or at an event where people are speaking 

about their own lived experience as a refugee.  These 

generally provide rich and fruitful opportunities to learn 

about their journey and understand how we might better 

receive those who resettle in our communities.  The Jus-

tice & Peace Office will be holding an evening Vigil for 

those who’ve come across the seas on 2nd December, 

which you are welcome to attend.  The Vigil will include 

lived-experience stories, along with prayer, scripture and 

time for reflection.   

Having learned more about the journeys of refugees, it is 

important to take the time to pray, reflect and develop a 

compassionate, tender heart.  As Pope Francis says, we 

all need to grieve for the souls who never made it to shore 

and the trauma experienced in the journeys of those seek-

ing refuge.  In prayer we can also seek guidance and give 

thanks for the safe arrival of those who have travelled a 

perilous journey to our shores.  The Justice and Peace 

Office website has links to various Catholic sources of 

prayer online to assist us in this endeavour.  Overleaf, we 

have included a beautiful prayer from the Australian 

Catholic Social Justice Council ‘For Those Who have 

Come By Sea’ (page 5).   
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Consult, Collaborate & Prepare 

It is important to talk to others about the issues that mat-

ter to you.  You might like to ask others about their 

views on what kind of community they would like to 

live in and be part of.  What role does acceptance, lead-

ership and generosity play in your vision—and theirs?  

Now is the time to start thinking how those characteris-

tics could best be demonstrated in your parish. 

You can always contact your local parish priest, not 

only to seek help in your spiritual life, but to discuss 

your interest in welcoming others to the parish.  Do you 

know whether your parish has a social justice group or 

something similar?  If so, consider contacting the group 

and introducing yourself.  They might already be work-

ing on these issues.  If your parish hasn’t already estab-

lished a social justice group, then discuss the possibility 

of setting one up with your parish priest and fellow pa-

rishioners.  We have resources to help you set up a 

group, which can be found on the Justice & Peace 

Office website.  

   

One way to encourage a broader conversation within 

the parish is to create an event to discuss how best to 

welcome refugees.  Such an event could be: 

 An informal chat at a morning tea or evening 

barbeque; 

 An organised table-talk or round-table discus-

sion; or 

 A meeting of a pre-existing society or group 

(such as a social justice group) within the par-

ish. 

These events could be held immediately after Mass.  

You might also like to invite a speaker to talk at the 

gathering.  Please contact the Justice & Peace Office 

for ideas and contacts – we are here to support your 

efforts! 

Above:  the Social Justice Group at St Benedict’s Church, Broadway celebrated Social Justice Sunday by raising awareness 

about issues relating to refugees and asylum seekers. 
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Building relationships is an important aspect of life 

within a parish.  There are many ways you might 

choose to do this.  For example, by joining networks of 

people who are already active in this area & working to 

support their efforts through fundraising or volunteer-

ing.  

 

Your parish could also hold a fundraising event and 

donate money to an organisation working in this area.  

For example, the Archdiocese of Sydney has recently 

launched the Syrian Refugee Resettlement Appeal 

(http://www.catholiccare.org/syria).  You might like to 

hold a fundraising concert, sponsored walk, sporting 

event or a cake stall or barbeque after Mass.   

 

When people walk or drive past your parish grounds, 

what do they see?  Look around your parish and decide 

if you and your fellow parishioners could contribute to 

creating a welcoming place for others.  Some parishes 

have placed a banner on the outside of the parish gates.  

Others have had a gardening day, where parishioners 

joined in to make the landscape more inviting.   Still 

others make a regular contribution in some way to ex-

isting efforts to support those in need.  Consider, too, 

what music and prayers you include in your Mass: is it 

possible to include hymns familiar to refugee Chris-

tians attending Mass; or to include the concerns and 

prayers of refugees in the Prayers of the Faithful?  

How might you consider celebrating or raising aware-

ness on particular occasions such as the World Day of 

Migrants & Refugees in 2016? 

Welcome & care for others.   

Consider creating an event within your parish or by 

joining with a nearby parish to welcome individuals 

and families who have newly arrived. For example, 

Join the Dots, a non-profit organisation runs the Wel-

come Dinner Project, in which interested parishioners 

can hold a facilitated pot-luck dinner with those who 

have newly arrived in their area (http://

www.joiningthedots.org/initiatives/101).   

Look for opportunities to celebrate the contribution of 

migrants and the gift of diversity within your parish.  It 

is worthwhile reassessing already existing events for 

opportunities to bring together those who are resettling 

with those who are already well-established in your 

area.  You could extend invitations to parish picnics, 

barbeques or school fetes and other events that are al-

ready planned.   

Attending events at other parishes, too (check the Jus-

tice & Peace Office website for upcoming events) can 

also be very enjoyable.  Don’t forget to introduce your-

self at these events and ask for advice from the organ-

isers of the event, if needed.  Welcoming meals are 

held by other organisations, such as Settlement Ser-

vices International’s Community Kitchen  (http://

Above:  Creating a welcoming, cared-for space.  

Archbishop Fisher OP tends the garden at St Fiacre’s 

Right:  From the front cover, a youngster and volunteer from 

Josephite Community Aid share time in the playground. 
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PRAYER FOR THOSE WHO’VE 

COME ACROSS THE SEAS... 
God of mercy, help me to remember: 

My ancestors came across the seas! 

Help me keep in my mind 

Those who came long ago 

And those who now come to our shores. 

 

As I face you in prayer, God of compassion, 

I remember my country’s words: 

Send them back or Stop the boats. 

Then I fear, not your anger 

But the steady gaze of boundless love 

And unlimited compassion 

That impel me to hear Jesus’ command: 

Love one another, as I have loved you 

Or Pope Francis’ call to open our hearts 

To a universal communion 

Which excludes nothing and no one. 

 

Daring to step into such relationship, I pray 

For those forced to leave family, home 

And all they hold dear; 

May they find safe passage and helping hands. 

I pray for an end to the wars and oppression 

That forced them to leave; 

I pray that those who welcome them 

Are blessed in abundance. 

 

And with deep humility 

And a heart hungry for justice, 

I pray that we Australians, citizens and leaders, 

Open our eyes, our minds and our hearts 

That we may see, understand and welcome 

Our brothers and sisters. 

 

May our change of heart penetrate to our beginnings 

As strangers in this land. 

May we allow those we displaced 

- the First People of this land—to welcome us. 

Then knowing, in humility, what it is to be welcomed, 

We will know how to welcome the strangers who come 

to our shores. 

This we ask in the name of Jesus your Son, 

In who we are n o longer strangers, amen. 

- Australian Catholic Social Justice Council.   

www.ssi.org.au/services/community-engagement) and 
you might be able to join these events.  

Many refugees have experienced trauma and severe 

hardship and face particular challenges once they ar-

rive.  Perhaps you can create a welcoming space for 

them to feel at home by: establishing a friendship 

group;  a class to learn new skills; or inviting people 

to outings or other special events.  Holding introduc-

tory tours of your local suburb can help those newly 

arrived to orient themselves in their new life.  They 

might also like to join existing groups in your parish, 

such as sporting, music, prayer or play groups for 

young children.   

Welcoming people who have newly settled in your 

parish involves letting them know they are valued and 

encouraging them to contribute.  You can invite them 

to working bees and to become an active part of exist-

ing projects in the parish.  People resettling in your 

area will  have skills and experience that are valuable.  

Starting out, however, adults resettling may not have 

up-to-date resumes or a list of referees who can speak 

for them.  Instead of donating, might your business or 

employer (or one you have ties to) be able to offer 

work to someone if they are unemployed and help to 

give them a good start in your community?   

Advocate 

Finally, contributing to the public discussion about 

issues affecting refugees might suit you, too.  One 

way to work on issues is through Sydney Alliance, 

which is a coalition of faith-based, union and commu-

nity interest groups working together for the common 

good.  You might also choose to write letters to or 

make appointments with political representatives and 

share your views with them.  Alternatively, you might 

choose to invite your local politician to an event at 

your parish or school.   

Finally 

There are many different ways you can welcome and 

include humanitarian migrants.  Depending on your 

own personal circumstances and those of your parish, 

some choices might be more practical than others.  

Whatever you choose, the Justice and Peace Office is 

just a phone call or click away on your journey to pre-

pare for and welcome the stranger amongst us!  

Written by JPO Staff  Member (This article is an abridged version 

of the material available online at the Justice and Peace Office 

website.  Further resource information is available from that web-

site, justiceandpeace.org.au). 
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Crying with the Suffering 
Dr Maryanne Loughry rsm. 

I was blown away by the image when I first saw it.  At 

the time, I was sitting in Beirut airport after finishing a 

particularly challenging visit to the region and meeting 

some of the million plus Syrian refugees who were now 

living in Lebanon in very difficult circumstances.  Cur-

rently, there are 1.3 million refugees in a country with a 

population of 4.5 million: every fifth person is a refu-

gee.  The image was subsequently posted by the Guard-

ian as one of the ‘best’ images of the year. 

 

The image was taken inside Yarmouk refugee camp, 

Syria, in February 2014. Yarmouk refugee camp is a 

camp for Palestinian refugees who reside in Syria. The 

camp was established in 1957. It is not a camp in the 

sense of the ones that we see in the media with canvas 

tents but rather a refugee camp that has existed for dec-

ades and has now become a built up area in a  city and 

undistinguishable from other districts. I had visited 

Syria a few years earlier and come to know that many 

of the taxi drivers in Damascus were Palestinians from 

Yarmouk. Yarmouk was now more like a suburb of 

Damascus. 

 

One of the first international responses to this image 

was a question as to whether it had been ‘photo 

shopped’. The image was too amazing to be true. How-

ever it soon became apparent that the photo was not 

‘photo shopped’ but rather an accurate portrait of the 

population who had come out of their bombed homes 

and basements when a rumour circulated that there was 

going to be a food distribution in Yarmouk. 

A veteran BBC reporter, Lyse Doucet, was in Yarmouk 

on that day with Filippo Grandi, the Commissioner 

General of United Nations Work and Relief Agency, 

which is the UN humanitarian agency tasked with as-

sisting Palestinian refugees.  A fragile agreement had 

been reached between the Syrian rebels and the Syrian 

authorities to allow limited amounts of medicines and 

food into Yarmouk. On that day UNRWA distributed 

60 food hampers.  While in Yarmouk Lyse Doucet in-

terviewed one woman, Wafiqu, who pleaded she was 

so tired, so tired. In her reporting, Doucet referred to 

Wafiqu as the self-appointed spokesperson for the 

suffering.  On the day of his visit Grandi  made the 

following promise in a public interview at Yarmouk: 

“We will not forget you, the world will not forget 

you.”  Fast forward to late June 2014.  Yarmouk is 

still under siege. Food has not been distributed for 

two weeks and the population of now 18,000 are eat-

ing soup made from herbs and water and domestic 

animals are being killed for food.  

 

In December 2014 the international UN body re-

sponsible for food distribution in emergencies, 

World Food Program (WFP) was forced to announce 

that it would be suspending its food voucher scheme 

for Syrian refugees in Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey, Iraq 

and Egypt because of a lack of funds. The agency 

eventually received the money it needed to resume 

the scheme but this demonstrated how the interna-

tional community was failing the Syrians on a hu-

manitarian level, deepening doubts over how it could 

help stop the war. Yarmouk remained under siege.  

 

In April 2015 this headline was in the Sydney Morn-

ing Herald: “UN warns refugees face catastrophe’. 

In May 2015 around 18,000 civilians were still 

trapped in the besieged Yarmouk refugee camp in 

Syria and there were reports thousands were still be-

sieged in Yarmouk.  Most of the population which 

formerly numbered 250,000 had now fled. No build-

ings are left standing undamaged. 

In his message on the World Day for Migrants and 

Refugees last September 2014,  Pope Francis said:  

  

“[M]igrants and refugees … are an oc-

casion that Providence gives us to 

help build a more just society, a more 

perfect democracy, a more united 

country, a more fraternal world and 

a more open and evangelical Chris-

tian community.”   
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For people in my work with refugees and asylum seek-

ers, it doesn’t get much better than Pope Francis. 

 

Pope Francis’s first pastoral trip out of Rome after his 

election was on July 8, 2013 to Lampedusa, Italy.  

Lampedusa is a small island located off the coast of 

Italy, which has become a port of entry for tens of 

thousands of migrants from North Africa who risk 

their lives crossing by sea in overcrowded small boats. 

Is this familiar? It would be like Pope Francis going to 

Christmas Island or, as I have said in the US, to Guan-

tanamo Bay 

The day before Pope Francis arrived to Lampedusa, 

the Italian coastguard had rescued 120 migrants in-

cluding children, from the waters, after their boat 

broke down a few miles from the coast. (Last week it 

was reported that over 6,500 migrants and refugees 

were rescued in just two days while attempting to cross 

the Mediterranean. In 2014 more than 50% of those 

attempting this journey were from Syria and Eritrea). 

On Lampedusa Pope Francis presided over a Mass for 

migrants, and threw a wreath in the sea in memory of 

the nearly 20,000 who have perished trying to reach 

Europe.  In his homily at Lampedusa Pope Francis 

said: “These brothers and sisters of ours were trying to 

escape difficult situations to find some serenity and 

peace; they were looking for a better place for them-

selves and their families, but instead they found death. 

How often do such people fail to find understanding, 

fail to find acceptance, fail to find solidarity. And 

their cry rises up to God!”   

It was also in Pope Francis’s homily at Lampedusa 

that he first used the term “the globalization of indif-

ference’. He asked ‘[H]as any one of us wept for these 

persons who were on the boat? For the young mothers 

carrying their babies? For these men who were look-

ing for a means of supporting their families? We are a 

society which has forgotten how to weep, how to ex-

perience compassion – ‘suffering with’ others: the 

globalization of indifference has taken from us the 

Above:  inside Yarmouk refugee camp in Syria.  The image also appears on page 9 of the 2015—2016 Social Justice Statement,  

‘For Those Who’ve Come across the Seas:  Justice for refugees and asylum seekers.’    
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Crying with the Suffering (Cont’d). 

ability to weep’. Pope Francis elaborated the 

‘globalization of indifference’  in his encyclical  

‘Evangelii Gaudium.”  When I think of the globaliza-

tion of indifference, I am reminded of another image, 

a golf course at Melilla on the border between Spain 

and Morocco.  At the top of the picture is an impos-

ing fence and migrants are climbing over the top 

while oblivious people play golf on the grass below.  

When Pope Francis talks about migrants and refugees 

he also talks about our global economy. He sees the 

two entwined. This is not new and is consistent with 

Catholic social teaching.   

 

In light of the globalisation of indifference, what 

needs to happen for us to care, for us to respond to 

the plight of those in need? 

 

Australia is a caring country and we do respond to 

suffering. On December 15 and 16, 2014 at the scene 

of the Lindt café siege, in Martin Place, we witnessed 

a huge outpouring of grief and solidarity with those 

suffering. Grief was expressed in tears, flowers and 

signs of solidarity included the  social media cam-

paign #illridewithyou, a pledge of solidarity with 

Muslim women who might have felt intimidated to 

take public transport in the aftermath of the siege. 

We also respond to suffering on far distant shores. 

This year we acknowledged the centenary of the Gal-

lipoli campaign: a notably failed allied offensive in 

World War I where nearly 9,000 Australian lives 

were lost. In recent years more and more people of all 

ages have recognised the suffering that war inflicts. 

Interestingly, Gallipoli was geographically close to 

the current conflicts in the Middle East and Ukraine. 

 

So how do we move from indifference? What brings 

us to cry with those suffering in our world today? 

 

In Evangelli Gaudium Pope Francis is very clear. He 

reminds us that the Gospel calls us constantly to run 

the risk of a face-to-face encounter with others whose 

physical presence challenges us, with their pain and 

their pleas, with their joy which infects us in our 

close and continuous interaction. He calls for discern-

ment: choosing movements of the spirit of good and 

rejecting those of the spirit of evil. He singles out the 

need to: 

 Move from consumerism; 

 Be open to a personal encounter with Jesus 

Christ; 

 Let God bring us beyond ourselves; 

 Go to the peripheries, the edges; 

 Be attentive to the cries of the poor and to 

come to their aid; and 

 Do all of this with joy! 

We incarnate the duty of hearing the cry of the poor 

when we are deeply moved by the suffering of others 

but we are not to stop there.  

 

Staying with what I am more familiar with, which is 

refugees and asylum seekers, Pope Francis implores 

us to not only accompany migrants and refugees but 

also to understand the causes of migration:  

 

“As the Church accompanies migrants 

and refugees on their journey, she seeks to 

understand the causes of migration, but 

she also works to overcome its negative 

effects, and to maximize its positive influ-

ence on the communities of origin, transit 

and destination”. 
 

How to do this? 

 

We are familiar with the pastoral methodology: See 

Judge Act. A lot of attention in our social analysis 

and theological reflection is focused on the Judge 

section. Both constitutive if I am to not only accom-

pany the refugees but also to understand why they are 

on the move and to work effectively to overcome the 

negative effects. But my question today is what 

brings me to first to SEE 

Let me digress for a moment to the Australian Human 

Rights Commission report, “The Forgotten Chil-

dren,”  on the effects of detention on children here in 

Australia and Nauru. I believe that my analysis of the 

effects of detention is made all the more powerful by 

my Gospel values, by my love of the poor as well as 

my face-to-face encounters. Indifference is no longer 

an option for me. 

My work takes me to many of the places that I have 

described today but what of those of us who see the 

suffering in our lounge rooms and in our newspapers 

or hear it through the lens of our politicians? What 

moves us to care for those on far off shores? Those 

not yet known to us? 

 

Remember Pope Francis who was asked this year in 

the Philippines by a 12 year old former street child 
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So the invitation for us is to SEE the people of Yar-

mouk—and those on Nauru—with a gaze that rec-

ognises the face of God.  The poor and the suffering 

are our gift to knowing God and are our impetus to 

join in God’s joyful mission on earth. 

Glyzelle Palman “why did God let children suffer?” He 

answered that such a question can only be answered 

when we have been moved, moved to tears. Through 

these tears do our eyes have a new gaze. 

Today I ask what is it that we are SEEING? The way we 

SEE is affected by the way we direct our gaze. More con-

cretely, do we embrace our face-to-face encounters. Do 

we know the poor as our companions and in many ways 

our hope and salvation. 

 

Our Christian faith holds that every person is created in 

the image of God (Genesis 1:27). Every person possesses 

a sacredness and dignity that requires respect and sup-

port. The Bible tells us that God’s love reaches out to the 

very poor in a special way. 

Psalm 146 

“[God] secures justice for the oppressed, 

Gives food to the hungry. 

Sets prisoners free;… 

Raises up those who are bowed down;.. 

[God] protects the stranger, sustains the or-

phan and widow” (Psalm 146: 7-9) 
 

 

 

This is an amended extract from a presentation given by 

Sister Maryanne to the Mission-One Heart Many Voices 

Conference on 8 February 2015.   

 

A recording of this presentation is available via:  

https://youtu.be/00bIWToyVp0 

References and further resources are available via the Jus-

tice and Peace Office website, http://justiceandpeace.org.au/ 

 

Sister Maryanne Loughry AM is a psychologist and trainer 

and has worked at the University of Oxford and Boston Col-

lege, Massachusetts.  A Sister of Mercy, she has undertaken 

research and program evaluation in various refugee and 

conflict settings, including Lebanon, Syria, Uganda and Si-

erra Leone.   She is currently the Assistant Director of the 

Jesuit Refugee Service in Australia.  Sister Maryanne is also 

a member of the Federal Government’s Advisory Council on 

Asylum Seekers and Detention (MCASD) and serves on the 

Governing Committee of the International Catholic Migra-

tion Committee (ICMC).  Sister Maryanne was awarded the 

Order of Australia (AM) for service to refugees and dis-

placed persons in 2010 and was involved in the drafting of 

the ACBC Social Justice Statement for 2015-2016. 

 

Above:  Flowers and tributes left in martin Place near the scene of the Lindt café siege in 2014. 
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Yesterday 

 

Catholic France can be perceived at the dawn of the 

modern history of Australia, thanks to the scientific 

expedition of the Count de Lapérouse (1785-1788).   

On 17th of February 1788, one of its members, the 

Franciscan friar, scientist and one of two chaplains of 

the expedition, Fr Claude François Joseph Receveur 

died at the place we call today Laperouse and it is com-

monly accepted, that he celebrated the First Mass on 

this continent. 

 

The spiritual care of French speaking Catholics in Syd-

ney goes back to the pastoral care of the Belgian Jesuit, 

Fr Henri-Georges Aerts who being already a chaplain 

to the Russians and to the Italians, graciously accepted 

to minister also to the French speakers... In 1969 he 

organised the first broadcast of the news in French from 

Mauritius on the ethnic radio 2EA. For the following 

15 years he celebrated the Eucharist at three locations 

around Sydney, preparing children and adults for the 

Sacramental life, always ready to assist those who were 

in need of his priestly support and wisdom. He sud-

denly passed away on 26th of September 1982.   

His place was taken by a retired priest from France, Fr 

Jean François Roesch who devoted his twenty last 

years of life to the spiritual wellbeing of the growing 

number of French speaking people, and especially the 

sick from New Caledonia and from the South Pacific 

Islands of Wallis and Futuna.  Fr François was assisted 

in his pastoral work by a French nun, Franciscan Mis-

sionary of Mary, Sister Marie-Charlotte Leduc whose 

dedication to the sick was much appreciated.  Fr Fran-

çois Roesch, like his predecessor, left this world sud-

denly on the 12th of July 1994.   For the next two years 

the French speaking community of metropolitan Syd-

ney was deprived of a chaplain... the reason being that 

it would be illogical to ‘waste’ a priest, knowing that 

Mauritians by birth are bilingual (French and Eng-

lish) and the French ‘Diaspora’ in Australia is well 

equipped to make their way with spoken English...   

 

This ‘professional personnel management’ approach 

failed to take into consideration another important 

‘component’ of the French speaking community in 

metropolitan Sydney: the sick coming into Sydney 

hospitals in hundreds per year (at times approaching 

2000) and the majority without any knowledge of 

English! Their physical suffering was aggravated by 

lack of spiritual assistance in their own language... At 

that point, after the intervention of the Archbishop of 

Noumea (New Caledonia), His Grace Michel Calvet, 

in July 1996, His Eminence Edward Bede Cardinal 

Clancy appointed me (Fr Jan Chrzczonowicz) as a 

full time chaplain to the French speaking community 

in metropolitan Sydney.  

 

Giving a hand to Fr François in the past, it was not 

difficult for me to enter the world of hospitals, retire-

ment villages or to assist with spiritual help the larger 

community... Sister Charlotte retired in 2000 and 

went back to her native France.  

 

 

 Today 

 

The core of the Chaplaincy’s work is the pastoral care 

of the French speaking sick persons scattered all 

Meeting the needs of French Catholics:   

yesterday, today & tomorrow 

Father Jan Chrzczonowicz, the French-speaking 

chaplain in the Sydney Archdiocese sets out a 

fascinating glimpse into the life of an ethnic 

chaplain in the Archdiocese & shows us  how the 

needs of ethnic communities can change over 

time. 

Above:  On the right, Fr Jan Chrzczonowicz, 

with a parishioner. 
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around metropolitan Sydney. Every month I do on aver-

age 5000 km, visiting ten to fifteen hospitals on a weekly 

basis, and a dozen retirement villages/nursing homes 

approximately once per month.  

  

The majority of the French speaking community is made 

up of Mauritians followed by French, Belgians, Canadi-

ans, Congolese, Egyptians, Lebanese, Rwandese, Suda-

nese, Syrians and ‘Francophiles’ of Aussie background...   

 

The Mass in French is celebrated in five places (Austral, 

Belfield, Davidson, Kensington and Kings Park) once a 

month with frequent family visits when needed.  During 

the school term, around 50 children from the French 

School in Maroubra attend the catechism classes on Fri-

days after school hours as part of two years preparation 

program for 1st Holy Communion. The volunteers, mum-

catechists are very precious assets in this domain. Two 

other groups of young people meet in the parish hall of 

Kensington before the Eucharist at 11am. A few adoles-

cents meet with me every fortnight for an introduction to 

the celebration of the Sacraments of the Christian Initia-

tion. 

 

For almost 40 years, Mauritians have been coming to-

gether in hundreds at Saint Theresa’s church in Lakemba 

on the second Sunday of September for the feast of their 

Patron and Apostle, Blessed Father Jacques Désiré La-

val. On the following Saturday, some come together for 

their annual spiritual retreat. 

 

For the last 23 years, on the third Sunday of February, 

Malabar parish in conjunction with Randwick City 

Council have organised an annual memorial Mass for the 

Father Louis Receveur at the La Perouse Museum which 

attracts a couple of hundred French, Mauritians and Aus-

sies.  

 

For the last 13 years our Chaplaincy has organised a 

Charity Night with the goal of helping the poor of Mau-

ritius with education, accommodation, and alternatively 

caring for the social development of the poor in Mada-

gascar. From the start, our efforts were undertaken in 

association with the Australian Catholic University, we 

then associated ourselves with Caritas Australia and 

since 2007 our charitable association has been registered 

with the Government of NSW as the “Sydney French 

Roman Catholic Charities”. This annual event has been 

attended, on average, by 200 - 230 people of many eth-

nic backgrounds as well as by bishops, diplomats and 

business people. Last October we dedicated this 

event to the extraordinary works of Father Pedro 

O p e k a  f r o m  M a d a g a s c a r  ( s e e :  

www.perepedro.com).  270 participants were hon-

ored by the presence of Bishop Terry Brady, of the 

Consul General of USA Mr Niels Marquardt as well 

as ever faithful : Mr Anthony Knox (General Consul 

of Madagascar), Mr John Mac Coll (Elected Repre-

sentative of French in Overseas) and Mr George Va-

rughese (Vice-president of Ethnic Communities and 

Immigrants of NSW). The Honourable Michael 

Daley MP, was trapped at Melbourne airport and 

couldn’t join us. Before Christmas, A$ 70000 was 

forwarded through Caritas Madagascar to the works 

at ‘Akamasoa’ center in Antananarivo (the capital 

city of Madagascar).   

 

Tomorrow? 

 

God only knows...!   

 

As I mentioned above, the main reason for the exis-

tence of the ‘French Chaplaincy’ especially since 

1996 is pastoral care of the sick, 99% of whom come 

from New Caledonia... If one day French New Cale-

donia becomes an independent country, the Chap-

laincy would most probably come to a ‘natural’ 

end... given the fact it will probably be financially 

too difficult for the sick to go overseas looking for 

medical help...  

 

On the other hand, the second and especially third 

generation of western culture immigrants are becom-

ing so assimilated into their country of birth that they 

are totally at home with the English language and an 

Australian way of life and worship... I hope that for a 

few years to come, with God’s help, I will enjoy 

driving 5000 km per month to reach those who are in 

need of the French speaking chaplain’s help... Obvi-

ously, I will try to continue attending to the usual 

activities, our annual ethnic communities’ celebra-

tions and improving our multi-ethnic charity event 

dedicated to the help of the Malagasy people in re-

gaining their human dignity through the holistic edu-

cation and social promotion of adults, young and 

children.                                   

 

Fr Jan Chrzczonowicz        
 

(This article first appeared in the Catholic Weekly,  

26 February 2012) 

http://www.perepedro.com
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Volunteer Coordinator of Josephite Community Aid 

(JCA), Rachel Loyola reminds us that ’love is an ac-

tion,’ and invites young people to answer the call of 

Pope Francis and become the ‘leaders and action-

takers’ that respond to the needs of the most vulner-

able in our global community.   

Early September, Australia, and the world awoke to an im-

age of 3-year-old Aylan Kurdi lifeless on a Turkish beach. 

This image brings to the surface the harsh reality many refu-

gees face. What could possess a parent to put themselves and 

their children on a boat in the middle of an ocean? The an-

swer? Desperation. Desperate to flee a land of persecution; 

desperate to find a place of safety and refuge; desperate to 

find hope; they flee by whatever means possible. 

 

What we saw, a three-year-old washed up on the Turkish 

coast, was a painful and emotional wakeup call that left the 

global community speechless and horrified. Little Aylan not 

only represents the refugee crisis the world is facing, this 

beautiful little boy represents every person – man, woman 

and child who has ever found themselves marginalised and 

forgotten by mainstream society. As we mourn his death, the 

death of his brother Galip, mother Rehan and many other 

refugees, we must remember we are called to act.  To honour 

this young man and the many lost, this image should serve as 

a catalyst for justice and social change; to take our compas-

sion and our anger and turn these emotions into action. 

 

As Australian Catholics, as Christians – Christ’s people - 

how do we respond to a situation like this? The first response 

that comes to mind is prayer. Prayer is never the last resort, 

prayer is, and always should be, our first response. Prayers 

for decision makers to ensure the dignity and value of every 

human being is protected; prayers for peace and prayers for 

healing. 

The Sydney Archdiocese has joined together 

with Parramatta & Broken Bay Diocese once 

again to present an evening of reflection this 

coming Advent.  Building upon last year’s 

popular event, this year’s theme is based upon 

the 2015-2016 Australian Catholic Bishop’s 

Conference Social Justice Statement, entitled 

‘For Those Who’ve Come Across the Seas.’   

Focusing upon the refugee’s flight from perse-

cution and the journey to find refuge, the eve-

ning promises a beautiful and poignant oppor-

tunity for reflection, prayer and discussion. 

 

All are welcome to attend the Vigil, to be held 

during the evening 2 December 2015.  Further 

details can be found on our website at:  http://

justiceandpeace.org.au/ or by contacting the 

Justice and Peace Office directly.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right:  The front 

page of the 2015—

2016 Social Justice 

Statement, ‘For those 

who’ve come across 

the seas.’ 

 

KEEPING A VIGIL 

 for those Who’ve 

Come Across the 

Seas 

Save the Date:   

2 December 2015 
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A true Christian response is where prayer is complimented 

by action. It is unrealistic for us to challenge one another to 

pack our bags and immerse ourselves in places like Syria. 

However, this should not stop us from bringing to life the 

spirit of Catholic Social Teaching. The fearless leader of our 

Church, Pope Francis reminds us that the “Gospel calls us to 

be close to the smallest and to the abandoned.” Quoting the 

Gospel of Matthew, he further reminds us of the very es-

sence of our Christian duty, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you 

did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 

you did for me.’ 

 

When we talk about how to respond to the needs of others, it 

is impossible to exclude love. In this context, love is not a 

mere emotion which makes one weak at the knees and leaves 

them with butterflies. In this context, love is the glue to the 

work which takes place. Love is what keeps us committed to 

empowering the marginalised; love is an action - it is about 

doing, not simply feeling. 

 

The saying, ‘think global, act local’ could not provide a truer 

indication of what our response should be. In our very own 

backyard we have people who are living on the margins – 

asylum seekers, refugees, victims of abuse, people living 

with a disability and the disenfranchised. A global and col-

lective response to injustice is the only way we can move 

forward.   

 

So often we think of Jesus as a man of peace and love – both 

of which are true - but sometimes we forget He was a man of 

action, a revolutionary of His time. So the response to injus-

tice is both simple and complex, but at the very heart of the 

answer is Christ; to be the face, hands and feet of Christ. 

 

Josephite Community Aid (JCA) is a Catholic community of 

young people dedicated to creating meaningful social 

change. Hundreds of young people have come through 

JCA’s door dedicating 6 to 12 months of their life to work 

towards justice and social reform. JCA provides young peo-

ple with the opportunity to respond to the needs of the global 

community using a local, grassroots, hands, feet and heart 

approach. Whether you are passionate about the plight of 

refugees and asylum seekers or aim to live out Christ’s call 

to us in the Gospel of Matthew (25:35-40), JCA will equip 

you to be the social justice leaders and action-takers of to-

morrow. 

 

The JCA full-time program is unique as it provides opportu-

nities to young people to put faith into action as a lived ex-

perience in the Charism of our St Mary of the Cross MacKil-

lop. During your time at JCA, you will live in community 

with other young volunteers while living out your social jus-

tice vocation – whatever that call may be. Through reflec-

tion, retreat and spiritual practice, you will journey in the 

Josephite Spirit by responding to the needs of those on the 

margins. 

 

Aylan Kurdi will live forever, his image a historical re-

minder of when the global community decided enough was 

enough and banded together to protect the smallest and the 

abandoned. Are you going to be a bystander or are you going 

to be part of the global solution; part of the community who 

rose up and answered Pope Francis’ call to action? If you are 

ready to move beyond compassion and anger and enter the 

realm of action, join the revolution that is JCA. 

 

 ABOUT JCA 

Josephite Community Aid (JCA) is committed to fostering a 

generation of young people who are passionate about creat-

ing and enacting meaningful change for the most disadvan-

taged in our global community. We are currently recruiting 

volunteers aged between 18 and 35 for our full-time volun-

teer program. For more information, please contact Rachel 

Loyola on volunteer@jcaid.com or 0420 643 800. 

 

Below:  full-time volunteer, Libby Mechling (19) from 

Florida on a JCA Weekend Away camp.  

mailto:volunteer@jcaid.com
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Disabled Iraqi Refugees Find New Hope in Liverpool 

after Years of Persecution and Tragedy  

 

Saadi and Asia Maklef are refugees who came to Australia in 2011. Both use wheelchairs as a result of illness and 

injury, and faced years of persecution and tragedy before finally finding new hope in Liverpool.  

Saadi and Asia once led successful lives in Iraq where they taught physics and biology respectively and practised 

their Christian faith. But as persecution by religious extremists intensified – resulting in an attempt on Asia’s life 

– the Maklefs were forced to seek refuge in neighbouring Syria.  

“When my students began showing me my photo [on flyers calling for my death], I knew we were in grave dan-

ger,” said Saadi. “We stopped going to work and visiting family and friends. We remained in our home, living in 

fear, until we had the chance to flee to Syria.”  

In Syria, the Maklefs were welcomed by the local church and supported by the United Nations. However, their 

new life would prove to be nearly as difficult as the one they left behind. Asia suffered a stroke, caused by the 

stress of leaving their home and loved ones, which left her with an acquired brain injury and no movement on her 

left side.  

On the UN’s advice, Saadi and Asia applied for migration to Australia where they could access more advanced 

medical care. In 2011 their application was approved and the Maklefs once again uprooted their entire lives.  

“When we fled we left everything behind,” said Saadi. “We left our home, money, property, education and jobs.”  

The couple’s dream of a more peaceful life in Australia seemed lost when Saadi was injured by a fall at the end of 

2014. After seven operations and five months in hospital, he had lost the ability to walk. A social worker at the 

hospital recognised the Maklefs’ desperate situation and referred them to CatholicCare Sydney, the welfare 

agency of the Archdiocese of Sydney.  

When CatholicCare caseworker, Samia Guirgis, met Saadi and Asia she knew they urgently needed more appro-

priate housing.  

“They were living in a tiny granny flat with no bathroom or toilet that flooded every time it rained,” she said. 

“With both spending most of their time in wheelchairs I knew they needed to move.”  

Through CatholicCare’s Assistance with Care and Housing for the Aged program, the couple was settled in a 

brand new two-bedroom townhouse in Liverpool. In their new home, with the support of CatholicCare, Saadi 

and Asia are optimistic about what’s to come. “CatholicCare has treated us better than family,” said Saadi. “We 

now have hope for the future and feel like we’re finally on the right path”. Story by Arieta Tora, CatholicCare Syd-

ney 

Left:  Saadi Maklef and his wife, Asia, on 

the porch of their new townhouse in Liver-

pool.. 

“I now have faith that 

there are still good, 

trustworthy people in 

the world.”                  

Saadi Maklef     
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Vinnies Breaky Van 

31 October 2015, 8:00 am—11:00 am. 

Each Saturday morning, a group of Vinnies' youth, serves 

breakfast and friendship to disadvantaged clients at Prince 

Alfred Park Chalmers Street near Central.   

 

Friendship Dinners—Everyone Welcome 

31 October 2015, 6:00 pm, St Aloysius Care & Concern 

Outreach.  No cost involved.  Email:  

admin@careandconcern.org.au 

 

Talk on Laudato Si’  

Learn more about Pope Francis’ encyclical on caring fo 

our common home.  Join Geraldine Doogue AO & special 

guests including Fr Frank Brennan, Jacqui Remond.  

4 November 2015 at 7:00 pm, Ron Dyer Centre 42 Ridge 

Street North Sydney. 

 

Sydney Alliance 2016 Housing Vision 

Catholics who care about affordable housing are invited to 

attend this launch,.  Proff. Peter Phibbs, & Dr Louise Crab-

tree speaking.  Wednesday, 4 November 2015 at 6:00 pm 

for 6:30 pm start.  United Services Union Auditorium 

7/321 Pitt Street, Sydney 

 

Adapt NSW 2015—Climate Change Adaptation Con-

ference.  Office of Environment and Heritage 

Friday 6 November 2015 from 9:30 am to 4:30 pm 

http://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/adaptnsw-2015-nsw-

climate-change-adaptation-conference-tickets-

18012709499?aff=ebrowse 

 

4th Annual Harmony Walk 

A celebration of Australia’s national ethnic & religious 

diversity.  Sunday, 8 November 2015, starting at 1:00 pm, 

Francis Park, Richmond Road, Blacktown.  For more in-

formation and to register see the website, harmony-

walk.org.au/home/. 

 

Bethany Support Group 
Morning Tea, prayer & reflection for those grieving the 

death of someone close and those who support them. 

11 November 2015, Level 8, Room 2, Polding Centre, 133 

Liverpool Street, Sydney.  For more information contact: 

0438 263 036 or 9649 6423.  

 

Talk on Laudato Si’ 

Join Geraldine Doogue AO and special guests, including-

Tony Borger & Ann Austin and learn about Pope Francis’ 

latest encyclical.  11 November 2015 at 7:00 pm, Sacred 

Heart Hall, 23 Cardinal Street Mosman. 

 

Catholicism 101:  Why Mary Matters. 

Get back to basics with Sister Mary Helen OP and find out 

why Catholics have a devotion to Mary, Mother of God. 

Tuesday, 17 November 2015 at 7:30 pm.  St Mary’s Ca-

thedral, Sydney.  Light supper provided. 

 

Crossroads Forum 
Centenary of the Conscription Debate and the Internment 

and Deportation of  Fr Charles Jerger CP during and after 

WWI.  Speakers include Dr Janice Garaty, Douglas New-

ton and Dr Peter Manning , who will speak on the ‘War on 

Terror’ and Civil Liberties Today.  Free event 

22 November 2015, from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm ,  Shrub-

lands Hall, St Brigid’s Parish,  392 Marrickville Rd Mar-

rickville. 

 

Laudato Si’ - A parish event at St John Bosco, Engad-

ine.  Explore how the encyclical fits in with our faith.  
Event features speakers Fr Peter Smith, Promoter of Jus-

tice & Peace and Jacqui Remond, Director of Catholic 

Earthcare Australia.  Sunday, 22 November 2015 from 

2:00 pm  to 4:30 pm, registrations at 1:45 pm.  Bosco Col-

lege Hall, Waratah Road, Engadine.  Registrations:  Fay & 

David Hair phone 0407 917  040.   

 

People’s Climate March 

Join this friendly, peaceful and inclusive march to send the 

message to leaders at the UN Climate negotiations  that we 

care about our environment—God’s creation! 

Sunday afternoon, 29 November 2015, Sydney City.  For 

further information contact Catholic Earthcare Australia, 

by phoning 8907  9500 or visiting their website at ca-

tholicearthcare.org.au. 

 

Celebrate International Day of Peple with a Disability 

Morning tea & speakers to celebrate people with a disabil-

ity and those people who love, care about and advocate 

with them.  Hosted by L’Arche & the Justice and Peace 

Office. 1 December 2015, 10:30 am,  Level 5 Polding 

Centre, 133 Liverpool Street, Sydney.  For further infor-

mation phone 9307 8465. 

 

Save the Date:  Evening Vigil  for Those Who’ve Come 

Across the Seas 
Sydney, Parramatta & Broken Bay Diocese come together 

to hold this beautiful and poignant evening of prayer and 

reflection.   

 

Lourdes Day Mass 
A mass for the sick and fragile in our community, organ-

ised through the Order of Malta. 

Saturday, 5 December at 10:15 am , St Marys Cathedral, 

Sydney. 

 

What’s on in Sydney  
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The Justice and Peace Office visits the St Bakhita Centre 

Along with other Catholic Suda-

nese arriving around the same time, 

Anna sought to establish a place for 

the Australian Sudanese Catholic 

Community to care for one another, 

practice their faith, and offer practi-

cal assistance and outreach ser-

vices.  The resulting St Bakhita 

Centre is a place of acceptance and 

hospitality that offers pastoral care 

& settlement services, along with 

many practical classes (such as 

driving theory, computers and citi-

zenship classes),  activities and 

groups.  Now secure and free from 

persecution, Catholics at the Centre 

have welcomed and provide ser-

vices to all Sudanese.   

 

Anna is clearly passionate about 

education, especially for girls, and 

recognises the importance of work 

Meeting Ms Anne 

Known affectionately as Ms Anne 

within the Sudanese Catholic Com-

mumity, Anna Dimo,  a community 

leader and Pastoral Care Worker at St 

Bakhita’s welcomes the Justice and 

Peace Office with a broad smile and a 

firm handshake.  Like St Josephine 

Bakhita (after whom the Centre is 

named), Anna Dimo has travelled a 

well-worn path of trial and tribulation 

through Africa and the Middle East.  

 

A mother and teacher who speaks five 

languages, Anna saw first-hand the 

terrible saga of Christian persecution 

and ongoing conflict in Sudan, fleeing 

when her family’s life was under im-

minent threat.  She left her job as Prin-

cipal of a Catholic School and walked 

the arduous journey from Sudan to 

Egypt.  She then stayed in a refugee 

camp in Alexandria for eleven years 

where she stood in solidarity with 

other women and forged her reputa-

tion as a leader within the Sudanese 

community.  At the turn of the cen-

tury, Anna and her family found ref-

uge and freedom in Australia.  They 

are living proof of the importance of 

courage, faith and resilience.  Today  

you will find them practicing their 

faith & being active contributors to 

their local community.   

JUSTICE AND PEACE OFFICE IS AN AGENCY 

OF THE CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF SYD-

NEY. THE OFFICE PROMOTES JUSTICE, 

PEACE, ECOLOGY AND DEVELOPMENT 

THROUGH EDUCATIONAL, COLLABORATIVE 

AND ADVISORY ACTIVITIES BASED ON THE 

SOCIAL TEACHING OF THE CATHOLIC 

CHURCH. 

JUSTICE AND PEACE OFFICE  

CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY 

LEVEL 12, POLDING CENTRE,  

133 LIVERPOOL STREET, SYDNEY 2000 

 

9307 8465 

JPOINFO@SYDNEYCATHOLIC.ORG 

JUSTICEANDPEACE.ORG.AU 

        Above:  Women at the St Bakhita Centre dance to a brighter tune 

and community life in helping to 

foster personal growth and develop-

ment.  She is routinely invited to 

help resolve disputes within her 

community and shows us how es-

sential dialogue and participation 

are in the life of her community.   

 

It is said that St Bakhita was given 

her name by slave-traders.  Appar-

ently it means ‘lucky.’  I cannot 

help but think how fortunate we 

are that, like the St Bakhita Centre, 

Anna is here in our country leading 

the way, not just for her commu-

nity, but for all of us looking for 

ways to welcome the stranger in 

need. 
Written by JPO Staff member.  Our thanks 

to the St Bakhita Centre for its hospitality.  

For further information contact: bakhita-

hombush@bigpond.com. 

  


