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The age-old problem of slavery has a modern face.  Forced 

labour, deceptive recruiting, debt bondage, forced marriage 

and trafficking are examples of practices that enable people 

to be controlled, exploited and deprived of their innate dig-

nity and freedom.  They are complex and entrenched prob-

lems that degrade our human family in a multitude of ways.   

 

Now, these problems are firmly in the sights of Pope Fran-

cis.  While the Catholic Church (particularly religious con-

gregations) has long been working to end trafficking and 

slavery and alleviate the harm they cause, Pope Francis is 

renewing and reinvigorating the Church’s efforts.  He has 

raised his voice against the growing ‘throw-away’ culture 

giving rise to slavery and trafficking.  In his 2015 message 

on the World Day of Peace and his recent encyclical, Lau-

dato Si,’ he railed against the threat to our core values, so 

essential to the quality of our family life and the lives of 

our communities.   The innate dignity of all people, our 

respect for each other and our shared equality as brothers 

and sisters in Christ are principles we can easily recognize 

as Catholics.  Yet, he says, by participating in a culture or 

economy that makes people into objects or commodities to 

be used and thrown away, we are allowing people’s innate 

dignity to be dismissed in favour of a monetary value.   

 

Worse, in a society preoccupied with love of money and 

financial gain, businesses seek to maximize profit.  The 

consequent poverty, underdevelopment and exclusion in 

our global society is fundamentally undermining the values 

we hold so dear.  The poor, especially those in extreme 

poverty, are desperate to survive and vulnerable to exploi-

tation.  Love of power and money also give rise to corrup-

tion, which facilitates and condones the exploitation of 

‘No longer slaves, but brothers and sisters’ 
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 Estimated global annual profits made from the exploita-
tion of all trafficked forced labour are US$ 31.6  billion. 

 
 The majority of trafficking victims are between 18 and 

24 years of age. 

others.  Finally, violence (or the threat of violence) enforces 

compliance with those who exploit.   

 

Pope Francis is asking us to intervene.  He has invited us to 

“practice acts of fraternity towards those kept in a state of en-

slavement,” to exercise our consciences, and undertake the 

“difficult task” of living as a global family that takes care of 

each other.  In particular, he asks us to consider slavery in rela-

tion to our actions as consumers:  “I urgently appeal to all men 

and women of good will… not to become accomplices to this 

evil, not to turn away from the sufferings of our brothers and 

sisters… who are deprived of their freedom and dignity”   (6. 

World Peace Day Message 2015).   

 

The Pope calls us “to forge a new worldwide solidarity and 

fraternity.”  If you would like to find out more or work toward 

eliminating slavery and trafficking, read on!   

Pope Francis responds to two young children 

 An estimated 1.2 million children are trafficked each year. 
 
 An estimated 2.5 million people are in forced labour at any given 

time as a result of trafficking & 1.4 million or 56% of these peo-
ple are in Asia and the Pacific. 

 

U.N. Global Initiative to Fight Human Trafficking Statistics 
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 On the right PATH!! 

From the grass-roots to international levels, Catholics 

are working to counter trafficking and slavery.  The 

Josephite Counter-Trafficking Project (JCTP), for ex-

ample, works within the Sydney Trafficking Response 

Network, monitors trafficking within Australia and pro-

vides direct services to those who have been trafficked.  

Sister Margaret Ng from the JCTP has been of 

“invaluable assistance” in “supporting trafficked cli-

ents in court as they have navigated the complicated 

legal process of assisting a police prosecution,” ac-

cording to Ruth Chandler, Centre Coordinator of Anti-

Slavery Australia.   

 

The JCTP also advocates on behalf of those who have 

been trafficked, raises awareness in schools and col-

laborates with parishes.  As a result of the talks given in 

Enfield parish earlier this year to celebrate the feast of 

St Bakhita, a group of four parishioners decided to 

form ‘Parish Against Trafficking of Humans’ or PATH.  

The group aims “to raise awareness of human traffick-

ing, to advocate for and support all who have been traf-

ficked.” PATH supports the work of the JCTP, which 

operates nearby.   

 

The Australian Catholic Religious Against the Traffick-

ing of Humans (ACRATH) works to eliminate human 

trafficking by: raising awareness of its causes and the 

scope for action; meeting the needs of people trafficked 

in Australia; and collaborating with other organisations. 

Australian Catholics are also active internationally 

through Caritas International and the International 

Christian Organisations Against Trafficking Network 

(COATNET).   

 

If you would like to take up the challenge and start 

helping to eradicate slavery and trafficking, you can: 

 Report behaviour you think is trafficking or slav-

ery to the appropriate authorities; 

  Pray for all trafficked people, for an end to slav-

ery and seek to include these prayers in the life 

of  your parish; 

 Sponsor or organise 

an event to raise 

awareness of slavery 

and trafficking; 

 Consider reaching 

out and supporting 

victims of slavery 

and trafficking lo-

cated within your area; 

 Write to your local member of parliament and let 

them know this issue is important to you; 

 Support the work of Catholic organisations inter-

nationally to counter slavery and trafficking; and 

 Buy fair trade and slavery-free  products 

 

For more great ideas about how you, your friends, 

school or parish can take action visit: 

 The ACRATH website (http://acrath.org.au/ and 

click on the ‘take action’ tab).  Find out more 

about the host of other Catholic organisations 

working at national and international levels under 

the ‘links’ tab on the ACRATH website.  

 Enfield parish admin@stjosephenfield.org.au; or  

 JCTP http://www.sosj.org.au/what-we-are-doing/

index.cfm?loadref=78  

 

Prayer of Hope from JCTP 

God of wonder and beauty 

all of creation is precious to You. 

We are disturbed that so many of Your people 

are suffering because of being trafficked. 

We pray for those who are suffering, that they 

may know deep peace and love in their hearts. 

We pray for ourselves that we will have the 

courage to take action so that trafficking stops. 

We pray for those who initiate such terrible acts 

of injustice that their hearts may change. 

We pray for those in leadership and influential positions 

that they will continue to initiate safeguards, laws and 

processes that address the issues of trafficking. 

God of love, bring hope to our world. 

Amen 

 

http://acrath.org.au/
mailto:admin@stjosephenfield.org.au
http://www.sosj.org.au/what-we-are-doing/index.cfm?loadref=78
http://www.sosj.org.au/what-we-are-doing/index.cfm?loadref=78
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Reflection and Action against Human Trafficking  
By Sister Margaret Ng rsj. 

Human trafficking, or modern-day slavery happens when 

people are treated as property, bought or sold, deprived of 

their right to leave, to refuse to work, or to demand com-

pensation.  It is prevalent in the world today and it is esti-

mated that 20.9 million people are victims of forced la-

bour globally (ILO 2012). The average cost of a human 

slave is US$90. According to the US State Department, 

approximately 800,000 men, women and children are 

trafficked internationally every year, 80% of these are 

females and more than 50% are children.   

I think many of us will have heard of the horrors of 

young girls being captured by Boko Haram in Nigeria. 

They were held in captivity for over a year, kept or sold 

as sex slaves or coerced into forced marriages with their 

captors. More recently we have heard of girls being used 

as human sacrifices in bombings in market places.  In the 

words of Pope Francis, slavery and trafficking are “a ter-

rible offence against human dignity and a grave violation 

against human rights.”    

Does slavery happen in Australia? Yes, we are all part of 

the supply chain of goods and commodities.  Today, Aus-

tralia is part of the trafficking problem, being a destina-

tion country for trafficked men, women and children who 

have been brought into the country under false pretences 

and exploited through forced labour. They are not free to 

leave because of fear or threat of harm to them and/or 

their families.  Some are sold into sexual servitude by 

agents, their passports are taken away and they are forced 

to work to repay the debt to the brothel owner. Others 

have ended up working in slave-like conditions, often 

abused and paid a pittance for long hours of work, in ter-

rible conditions, e.g. in sweatshops, the construction in-

dustry, the agricultural sector or domestic servitude.   

I am able to share with you four stories from real people 

trafficked into Australia.  Their names have been changed 

for confidentiality purposes.  Fatima was a domestic 

worker in a Consulate who fled after being enslaved for 

months. She had received no wages.  Han, a construction 

worker, worked on a building 

site in Canberra. The trafficker 

disappeared with Han and his co-

workers’ wages and they were 

left penniless and starving.  Lin 

had been caught in a poverty 

trap, and, in order to survive was 

forced into prostitution. She 

thought that she was coming to 

Australia to work and earn a lot of money. On her arri-

val she was told that she owed her employer $50,000 

and found herself in debt bondage.  Rani, aged 17, a 

high school student in Melbourne, was told by her par-

ents that she would be taken overseas to marry someone 

whom she had never met. Fortunately, when a commu-

nity organisation spoke at her school she discovered her 

right to choose her own husband and not to be forced 

into marriage.  

  

Other people’s stories have recently been reported in the 

media:  Dulo Ram was trafficked to Australia, kept in 

conditions “akin to slavery,” and forced to work in a 

suburban restaurant; the Fair Work Ombudsman re-

cently found foreign workers had been exploited at the 

Baiada Group chicken processing plants; and similarly, 

the ABC Four Corners program recently showed labour 

hire contractors are exploiting foreign workers in the 

agriculture industry.   

 

There are millions of other stories of women, children 

and men who, like Job, are suffering.  Each one of us 

can make a difference in their lives.  We can start by 

moving out of our comfort zones and imagining what it 

is like to walk in their shoes.  We can educate ourselves 

and learn more about human trafficking and we can 

speak about it to others.  Finally, we can demand slave-

free products, buy fair trade products and advocate for 

legislation that protects trafficked people.   

 

 

This is an amended extract from a speech given by Sister Margaret to Enfield parish on the feast of St Bakhita on 8 February 2015.  

Sister Margaret, of the Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart, runs the Josephite Counter-Trafficking Project (JCTP) 
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Faith in action at St John Bosco, Engadine 
By Fay & David Hair 

Truly the parishioners of St John Bosco Church, Engad-

ine, are putting their faith into action!  They have em-

barked on a journey to reach out to and become involved 

with a variety of different cultures and faiths.  So far this 

has led to forming a Friendship agreement  with the parish 

of Santa Cruz  in Maliana, Timor-Leste,  incorporating 

liturgy to mark key Aboriginal events in Sunday Masses 

and searching for ways to develop a greater understanding 

of asylum seekers and refugees. 

 

The friendship between the two parishes of St John Bosco 

and Santa Cruz, Maliana in Timor-Leste is relatively new, 

having been established in 2012 under the guidance of 

Timor-Leste Ambassador to Australia, Abel Guterres.  

The Parish of St John Bosco has well and truly got behind 

their sister parish of Santa Cruz and, already a lot has 

been achieved. 

 

There have been several fundraising ventures so far and 

each time the Bosco community has been energised and 

parishioners have willingly “rolled up their sleeves” and 

made contributions wherever they could.  A good exam-

ple is the twice-yearly Maliana Market Days, the latest 

held just last week.   The Market Days have proved to be 

a steady fundraiser, with the community rallying to donate 

fresh homemade cakes and slices, lemon butter, fresh gar-

den herbs, potted plants, books and much more.  As one 

parishioner said, “Cooking is what I do best.  I’m very 

glad to be able to make a contribution to make a differ-

ence to the others.”   There’s a definite “buzz” around 

Bosco Church on Market Days as people stand around 

exploring the delights of the stalls.  Commenting on the 

effect on the parish community parish priest Father Mi-

chael Court said, “the Maliana project was a initiated by 

a group of passionate parishioners wanting to make a 

difference and to make practical their faith!  It is like a 

‘small fire’ that was started and so many others have 

joined at different levels for they saw a ‘light and 

warmth’ that made a difference coming from them.”     

Recently the Maliana project was well supported by lo-

cal businesses in the major fundraiser of the year, the 

Maliana Trivia Night, hosted by parishioner Michael 

Forshaw.  Over $7,000 was raised! 

There’s been a strong interest in Maliana from local 

schools, Bosco Primary and Bosco College.  Bosco Col-

lege has enthusiastically embraced the idea of becoming 

involved in helping Maliana, including through a student 

immersion program.  This program has been designed so 

that senior students can experience firsthand the difficul-

ties faced by people in developing countries.  As one of 

the teachers remarked, “It is not enough to read about 

problems in developing countries.  We are so far re-

moved from what it’s like to live in a situation where just 

surviving and meeting basic needs of food and shelter 

are the main priorities.  Our children need to see and 

feel what it’s like in order to come to some understand-

ing …” 

The main area of assistance so far has been in education.  

The money raised has been used to refurbish both the 

Infants School in Maliana and the Chapel/Community 
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Faith in Action (Cont’d). 

In May this year, the Pacific Calling Partnership 

brought two young climate change leaders from 

Kiribati, Tiiringatea Iataake and Meteka Raoi, 

and two from Tuvalu, Merineta Kitara and Wal-

ter Esela, to Australia for a two week educa-

tional package aimed at developing their experi-

ence and confidence in climate change advo-

cacy. This is the second of PCP’s Kiribati-

Australia-Tuvalu Exchange Programs (KATEP) 

run in conjunction with Kiribati Climate Action 

Network (KiriCAN) and Tuvalu Climate Action 

Network (TuCAN) and funded by donations 

from PCP’s dedicated supporters.  

 

This program is truly an exchange. The PCP 

team and KATEP young people share many of 

the workshops and outreach experiences to-

gether. Team members of the PCP and the 

church, school and community members they 

met with learnt about the every-day lived experi-

ence of dealing with and planning for climate 

change that the young people and their home-

lands are facing.  

 

At the end of the program, during their final re-

flection and evaluation process they explained 

how proud they were to have touched the hearts 

of the Australians they spoke with and were 

heartened to know that many were inspired to 

action on their behalf.  On returning home, Tiir-

ingatea sent the following message:  

 

“Thank you for everything. Now I know 

what am I going to do for the climate 

change. I can speak louder, I cannot shy 

anymore. so now I can do the best if I have 

a chance. thank you.” 

Grabbing the heart of Austra-

lians: speaking out loud in the 

fight for climate justice 

Above, the school at Maliana prior to renovation; 

 below, a picture of the school after renovation. 

Meeting Place in Odomau. With funds from Bosco, and 

willing workers from Maliana, the school was “made 

over,” the leaking roof replaced, walls painted, and 

playground equipment installed (before & after pictures 

below). It was such a pleasure to see photos of smiling 

children sitting at their desks in the newly painted class-

rooms. Since then more repairs and refurbishments have 

been done to the school. Provision of scholarships for 

vocational and teacher training is also under way. 

 

To maintain the connections with the Parish of Santa 

Cruz, members of the Bosco Social Justice Group travel 

to Maliana once a year.  The group is now busy making 

plans for their next trip, later this year.  One priority for 

the trip is to meet with members of the Maliana commu-

nity to explore ways to assist with local health clinics.   

There is so much that needs to be done in this young 

country!   
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The Australian Catholic Social Justice Council has added another publication to its Catholic 

Social Justice Series.  In I Was in Prison: A window into prison ministry (Series No. 76), Pro-

fessor Ruth Webber explores the work of prison chaplains and the influence they can have on 

prisoners, ex-prisoners and the families of those in prison. 

 

Ruth Webber, an honorary professor at the Australian Catholic University, based her paper on 

her research project for Catholic Social Services Victoria and Catholic Care, Archdiocese of 

Melbourne. She had been asked to investigate the effects of the often unrecognised work that 

prison chaplains and volunteers do both for those inside Victoria’s prisons and for those trying to make a life after 

they serve their sentences.  Her paper is eloquent testimony to the way Catholic Prison Ministry gives prisoners 

back some of the dignity they lose when they enter prison and offers them hope and an opportunity for personal 

reflection  accompanied by emotional, spiritual and Sacramental support. The paper is based on interviews with 

chaplains and volunteers, prisoners, ex-prisoners and their families. 

 

I Was in Prison also reminds us of the call that Australia’s Bishops issued in their 2011–12 Social Justice State-

ment for a more constructive and humane justice and prison system.  Catholic Social Justice Series papers are 

available from the ACSJC for $7.50 each. Visit www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au or ring (02) 8306 3499. 

I WAS IN PRISON:  A window into prison ministry 

New Episcopal Vicar 
 

Fr Isidore Anantharaj has taken up the role as Episcopal Vicar 

for the Catholic Immigration Office in Sydney at the Polding 

Centre.  Along with his compassionate nature he brings a wealth 

of experience to his new role.  The Office is also fortunate to 

have a new Executive Officer, Ms Kylie Cullen FMVD, who 

brings a wealth  of experience with refugees and migrants to her 

new role. 

 

The Catholic Immigration Office supports migrant chaplains in 

the pastoral care of migrants and refugees in the Archdiocese, as 

well as responding to local and international requests for sup-

port.  Considering the current political climate, the role of the 

Office to support migrants in the community is as valuable and 

necessary as ever. The Office is able to promote the awareness 

of the special needs of those resettling in the Archdiocese by 

supporting the pastoral care of all clergy members.   

 

Migrant and Refugee Sunday will be held on the 30th August in 

most Dioceses across Australia. This year marks the 101st anni-

versary of the World Day of Migrants and Refugees.  This year’s 

theme is “Church without frontiers, Mother to all” as outlined by Pope Francis in his message for Migrant and 

Refugee Day 2015. 

 

http://www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au
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Vinnies Brekky Van 

Volunteer to serve breakfast (& friendship)! 

Every Saturday morning:  1, 8, 15, 22, 29 August, 

from 8.00—11.00 am 

Prince Alfred Park, Chalmers St, Central 

For more information visit:  http://www.xt3.com.au 

and click on the events calendar. 

 

Doing Time Art Exhibition 

On now, until 8 August 2015 

Tues—Fri, 10:00 am—5:00 pm 

Sat, 11:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Verge Gallery, City Road, University of Sydney 

For more information visit:  http://www.verge-

gallery.net/upcoming 

 

Whistleblowers Challenge Boarder Force Act 

3 August 2015, 6:00—8:00 pm 

NSW Teachers Federation Building, 23-33 Mary St, 

Surry Hills 

For more information visit:  https://

www.facebook.com/events/910664092333729 

 

Australian Housing Institute Forum:  “Meeting 

the Housing Affordability Challenge for Older 

Women” 

4 August 2015,  9:30—2:00 pm 

Ozanam Learning Centre, 4th Floor, 99 Forbes St, 

Wooloomooloo 

Cost: $20.00 

For more information visit:  

events.housinginstitute.org/au/courses/32-ahi-

homeless-persons-week-practitioner-forum 

 

The True Cost Film Screening & Panel Discussion 

5 August 2015, 6:00 pm 

Business School, University of Technology, Haymar-

ket 

Registration essential 

For more information visit:  http://www.uts.edu.au/

about/faculty-law/events/true-cost-film-screening- 

 

Short Course on Jesus and the Gospels 

Wednesdays, 5, 12, 19 and 26 August 2015 

6:30 — 8:00 pm,  (refreshments from 6:00 pm) 

ACU Strathfield Campus 

Cost:  $40.00 — $80.00 

Registration is essential & closes 31 July 2015 

For more information visit http://www.acu.edu.au/

theology/shortcourses 

Join a Live Discussion on Climate Change 

Integral Ecology:  Unpacking the Pope’s call to ac-

tion on climate change. 

6 August 2015, 6:00 pm. 

Ryan Auditorium, North Sydney Campus, ACU 

(also will be streamed live at http://

www.youtube.com.au/ACUsocial from 6:00 pm) 

For more information visit http://www.acu.edu.au/

connect_with_acu/events/north_sydney 

 

Seminar “Pope Francis has Written You a Letter” 

6 August, 2015, 6:30 pm. 

Mitchell Theatre, 280 Pitt St, Sydney 

Donations welcome 

For more information visit:  http://

www.trybooking.com/143176 

 

UNHCR Donor Briefing with Sister Angelique 

Namaika 

12 August 2015, 6:00 pm (also live online broadcast) 

The Barnet Long Room, Customs House, 31 Alfred 

Street Sydney 

Cost:  free 

For more information visit:  http://

www.unrefugees.org.au/get-involved/attend-an-

event/sydney-donor-briefing-with-sister-angelique 

 

Heart and Hand 

Concert of opera and song in support of Canice’s 

Kitchen & David’s Place 

Sunday 23 August 3 pm until 4.30 pm  

St Canice’s Catholic Church  

28 Roslyn St Elizabeth Bay  

Tickets $20 donation; http://

www.trybooking.com/147118 

 

Both Ends of the Gun 

Aboriginal Australians at War 

29 August 2015, 9:30 am  - 3:00 pm 

90 The Boulevarde Strathfield 

For more information visit:  http://

www.maristfamily.com.au 

 

Justice through the Arts: A Day of Inspiration and 

Celebration 

10 September 2015, 9:00 am 3:00 pm 

Neich Parade, Burwood 

For more information contact the Edmund Rice Cen-

tre, phone:  02 8762 4200 

What’s on around Sydney 



JUSTICE AND PEACE OFFICE JULY 2015 VOL 7 NO 5 

David’s Place 
 
Originally created to meet the spiritual and social 

needs of homeless and disadvantaged people, 

David’s Place is a shining, practical example of how 

the Catholic preference for the poor can be imple-

mented.  Located in Surry Hills, mass, celebrations 

of important events and prayer are regularly included 

in the life of the community, along with outreach to 

people in prisons, hospitals and homes. All sorts of 

people are welcome to stop by to say ‘hello’ and 

spend time helping out.   

 

When you arrive at David’s Place, you are welcomed 

with kindness, accepted for who you are and in-

cluded in the life of the community. All people, espe-

cially the marginalised, find fellowship and accep-

tance.  Sue Buckingham (who is one of the founders 

of David’s Place) and the many and varied visitors 

model how to live one’s faith in relationship with 

others - in the real world.  They remind us that: 

  

“The Gospel tells us constantly to run the risk of 

face-to-face encounter with others, with their physi-

cal presence which challenges us, with their pains 

and pleas, with their joy which infects us in our 

close and continuous interaction” (Para. 87, Evan-

gelii Gaudium). 

 

Being in fellowship with and reconciled to those 

around us is central to our lives as Catholics.  When 

we hold in our hearts those who are suffering or bur-

dened, we are able to recognise their innate dignity 

and value.  Our actions become consistent with this 

care and regard, ensuring those who are suffering are 

at home within our communities (para.199 Evangelii 

Gaudium).   This immeasurably enriches our lives and 

the lives of those around us.  Pope Francis describes 

our calling thus:    

“We are called to find Christ in them, to lend our 

voice to their causes, but also to be their friends, 

to listen to them, to speak for them and to em-

brace the mysterious wisdom which God wishes 

to share with us through them...” (para. 198) 

  

How important it is that we go to the margins! 
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Above:  Cardinal George Pell, visiting  David’s Place  
................................................... 

 

The Justice and Peace Office was privileged to at-

tend David’s Place earlier this month to hear Bishop 

Terry Brady share his reflections upon Evangelii 

Gaudium (or The Joy of the Gospel) by Pope Fran-

cis amongst a group of regular and new visitors.  

Our thanks to the organisers and participants for a 

wonderful day of food, friendship and conversation! 


