CONTENTS
CHANGE OUR SUBURBS,
CHANGE OUR CITY….……….1
PARISHIONERS REFLECT ON
THE GIFT OF THE FAMILY…..2
CULTIVATING AND
SUSTAINING OUR PARISH.….3
PALMS AUSTRALIA
VOLUNTEER PROGRAM…….3

Change our Suburbs, Change our City!
What do the Catholic
Archdiocese of Sydney,
the Cancer Council, Unions NSW, the Arab
Council of Australia, and
more than 50 organisations in Sydney have in
common? The common
good of course!
Together, these diverse
partner organisations of
the Sydney Alliance demonstrated an inspirational
capacity to work collaboratively for the common
good at their annual city
assembly held at the Sydney Town Hall on Sunday 28 October.
The Sydney Alliance is a broad-based, non-partisan coalition of religious and faith-based organisations, community
organisations, and trade unions, committed to acting together to create a more just and liveable city. Founded in
2007 by Dr Amanda Tattersall (Sydney Alliance Coalition
Director), the Alliance has since drawn together more than
50 diverse civil society organisations, including the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney – one of the first members of

this citizens’ coalition.
The assembly heard moving testimonies from people who had been affected
by significant issues such
as unsafe, inadequate and
poor relationships with
police. The mission of
Sydney Alliance is to enable civil society to directly take positive action
to address these kinds of
pressures on our families
and communities.
Over 1000 representatives
from civil society organisations attended the city assembly
to take action. It was a colourful and vibrant affair, with
people from an assortment of organisations proudly waving their banners and many delegates wearing their traditional dress or uniform— for instance, the nurses and midwives association arrived in hospital nursing attire!
Bishop Peter Comensoli was among a 230 people-strong
delegation from the Archdiocese. Also amongst them were
90 senior students from Sydney’s Catholic Schools.
As well as showcasing the power and magnitude of civil
society working together, the City Assembly also demonstrated the progress made in the past year on the Alliance’s
agenda for the common good. This agenda consists of
three areas - community support and health, social inclusion, and transport - which arose from ‘listening’ campaigns across Sydney.

Karl San Pedro of Holy Spirit Parish North
Ryde announces the Archdiocese of Sydney’s
ongoing commitment to the Sydney Alliance

Out of listening grassroots campaigns developed to tackle
these issues by creating solutions and negotiating with
decision-makers, including state politicians, the police, law
makers, city planners, transport executives, and representatives from local councils and local government.
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At the city assembly, these decision-makers were asked
to make a public commitment to work with the Alliance.
One issue, relating to Social Inclusion, involved the often
fraught relationship between police and young people.
Youth, particularly those from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds and indigenous youth, had told
the Alliance about their experiences of feeling targeted.
One Sudanese Catholic youth leader, Augustino Dut,
shared his story at the City Assembly. The Alliance then

called on the NSW Police Commissioner, Andrew
Scipione to commit to working with Sydney Alliance to
improve this relationship by extending two projects to
build police-community understanding, and by investigating a possible receipt system for stop and search requests.
After agreeing to all three asks, the Town hall erupted
with applause. The beaming Mr Scipione then boldly announced, “There’s power in this room.”
In the Call to Action at the end, 450 people signed up to
become more involved in the work of the Sydney Alliance’s districts and campaigns. The work of Sydney Alliance will continue in the New Year, with many members
and leaders playing a crucial part in planning and organising action on specific campaigns in areas as diverse as
Granville and Glebe.

Christmas Gathering for Catholics
involved in Sydney Alliance

NSW Police Commissioner, Andrew
Scipione, committing to working with
Sydney Alliance and young people

The Archdiocesan Coordination Team
welcomes you to our end of year
Christmas Gathering on Wednesday 28 November (6:15pm-8:00pm) at St Joachim’s, Primary School Lidcombe. Dinner is provided.
RSVP is essential.

Parishioners Reflect on the Gift of Family
On Saturday 10 November parishioners from across the Archdiocese
of Sydney came together for the Justice and Peace gathering at St Patrick’s Church Hall, Summer Hill.
From Rockdale to Coogee, from
Bondi to Fairfield, over thirty parishioners attended this regular event
organised by the Archdiocesan Justice and Peace Office.
The day began with prayer and reflections inspired by the Second
Vatican Council, which, in its 50th
anniversary, is honoured by the 2012

-2013 Year of Faith. Parishioners
then shared personal family stories
to get to know one another and discuss the meaning for the Social Justice Statement in their own lives.
The guest speaker at the Gathering
was Maureen Eagles, Director of
Family, Children and Youth Services
at CatholicCare Sydney, who gave
an inspiring and thought-provoking
presentation. While highlighting the
critical and specialised work of CatholicCare as the Church’s social
service agency in meeting the needs
of disadvantaged families. Maureen
also lifted up the special role of parish communities in creating networks of support for all people facing struggle or isolation.
After a shared meal, parishioners
talked about how they could apply
the statement to their own parish
community, and developed ideas to

Maureen Eagles, Director of Family,
Children and Youth Services at
CatholicCare Sydney

create positive change in relation
to social justice. Summer Hill parishioner and social justice group
organiser, Fleur Herscovitch found
this to be “a great menu and much
needed in the face of so much disheartening bad news”.
Across the Archdiocese parishioners continue to witness to their
faith by living out the Church’s
social mission.
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A special thanks to the
Summer Hill Social Justice
Group who have been a
gracious host to many such
Justice and Peace Gatherings for Parishioners in the
Archdiocese of Sydney.
Photographs by AMDG
Photography. Contact Joey
Anca 0431661474

We look forward to other successful parishioner gatherings in the coming year!

Cultivating and Sustaining our Parish
By Margaret Portell
For some time members of the Social Justice Group
at St Paul of the Cross Dulwich Hill have looked at
the big back yard of the Parish House and imagined a
community garden there. After consultation with the
Parish Administrator Fr James Ting and the Parish
Advisory Council, planning began. All members of
the parish community were invited to participate.

weeks. The aim of the garden is not just to grow
vegetables but to promote interaction and involvement within the parish community and to encourage
sustainability.

From small beginnings we now have two garden
beds, one of them already producing beans, and three
compost bins, one of which has already produced
enough compost for us to start our second garden bed
where we will plant herbs. The garden beds are nodig, and organic – no artificial fertilisers, pesticides
or weedicides.
The gardening group meets once every two or three

Palms Australia Volunteer Program
Palms Australia is an organisation that has been sending volunteers to developing countries for
more than 50 years. Palms global volunteers are vehicles for development and social change
through mentoring and exchange of skills.
Palms partner communities are in urgent need of the following skills: PNG - social worker,
teaching and school admin roles, maths lecturer, HR manager, workshop/fleet manager, air-con
mechanic, legal adviser; Tanzania - IT, English and science teachers, primary and secondary
teachers and mentors, project admin officer; Samoa - early childhood program administrator; Timor-Leste– teachers, nurses, midwives, clinical health coordinator, paramedic, pharmacist, dental technician, lab technician, mechanic workshop adviser, carpenter, community English educator, teacher trainer, computer trainer; Kiribati - project officer and secondary teachers. Palms people-to-people approach ensures the placement of volunteers is designed to maximise benefits for participants and host communities.
Apply ASAP for 2013 placements. Please see www.palms.org.au or contact 02-9518 9551 for further information.
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Ride to Worship Week
A special thank you to Ms Libby Hogan who graciously wrote the article in last month’s edition of Act Justly.

What’s on around Sydney
29 November GAZA AND BEYOND - HUMAN
RIGHTS PRIORITIES
6:00pm-8:30pm Seminar Room, Level 2, Law Building, UNSW Kensington.
Israeli authorities have just lifted their 7-year travel ban
on Shawan Jabarin, director of Palestinian human rights
group, Al-Haq. Hear an eloquent spokesperson for human rights, and peace with justice.
Bookings: www.coalitionforpalestine.org or 0432 917
474
15 November – 9 December TIMORESE ARTIST
“HALAI HODI KONTA – RUN TO TELL THE
STORY” EXHIBITION
The Vanishing Point Art Gallery, 563 King Street,
Newtown. Tony Amaral is the first Timorese artist to be
awarded a scholarship by the National Art School in
Sydney, and will represent East Timor at the 15th Asian
Biennale. He is giving his debut Australian solo Exhibition. For more info contact 9519 2310.
November – December FAMILIES ONLINE FORUM Available - http://www.oursay.org/all-aboutfamilies#. Participate in an online forum topical to this
year’s Social Justice Statement on the pressures and
struggles of families in Australia. The five people who
ask the most popular questions will chat about these
issues with the Hon Jenny Macklin MP.
3 December CORPORATION 2020: THE ENGINE
OF TOMORROW's GREEN ECONOMY?
6:00pm-7:30pm Law School Foyer, Sydney Uni,
Eastern Avenue, Camperdown.
Leading expert on greening economics and business,
Pavan Sukhdev, shares his vision of a global green
economy, explored in his latest book in which he re-

imagines the corporation as an agent for positive change
in the economy, society and natural environment.
Enquiries: cpd.org.au (02) 90436815
11 December INVITATION TO ALL TO A PCP
DELEGATION POST DOHA REPORT
10:00am-12:00 noon, Gilbert and Tobin, level 37, 2
Park Street, Sydney. An opportunity to meet with Pacific Calling Partnership delegates on returning from
COP 18 and to hear their reflections on what the 2012
UN climate change conference means for Pacific Islands. RSVP for catering purposes to Jill
Finnane: (02) 8762 4200 or jillf@erc.org.au
13 December CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION AT
EDMUND RICE CENTRE
5:30pm for 6pm start, Edmund Rice Centre, 15
Henley Road, Homebush West. You are warmly invited to a Christmas celebration with friends, colleagues, and volunteers of the Edmund Rice Centre.
RSVP for catering purposes by Friday 7 December to
(02) 8762 4200 or email reception@erc.org.au
12—20 January 2013 CROSS-CULTURAL ORIENTATION COURSE
Hartzer Park, Bowral. Palms Australia’s 94th crosscultural Orientation Course is open for individuals or
organisations seeking to enhance their global competency. RSVP before 17 December. Contact Li Li via
accounts@palms.org.au, or (02) 9518 9551
Available for 2013 THE STATIONS OF THE FORESTS DVD/ THE GRACE OF FORESTS LENTEN
REFLECTION
Following the format of The Stations of the Cross, this
prayerful resource laments the stages in the death of part
of God's creation. Reflections and booklet accompanying DVD are free at www.columban.org.au. To purchase DVD, contact Anne Lanyon at
pej.cmi@columban.org.au or phone 9352 8021
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