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Leading from the South

by Qwayne Guevara
- Justice and Peace Office

“It’s not usual that you see Ministers of
government being pressured to keep to
their time limit when delivering a
speech”. This was one of the reactions
from a local community citizen who attended the first election campaign assembly of the Sydney Alliance.
On the 24th September 2014, more than
300 people from local Catholic parishes,
other faith groups, community organisations and unions, packed the St Catherine
Sydney Alliance leaders gather for the Assembly. Source: Facebook
Laboure, Catholic Primary School Hall. Months and
months of preparations, negotiations, table talks and gelii Gaudium, he added, “The dignity of each individorganising had paid off. The goal of the night was to ual person and the pursuit of the common good are consecure commitments from the Transport Minister cerns which ought to shape all economic poliGladys Berejiklian and other key leaders in the Suth- cies” (203).[1]
erland St. George area including Mayor Kent Johns,
Mark Speakman, MP, Lee Evans MP, Barry Collier The Justice and Peace Office, together with the Sydney
MP and Bill Pickering OAM.
Alliance, strive to promote these teachings of the
Church through community organising. Each person
What began with a vibrant roll call to recognise the should have a voice in shaping policies and the common
diversity in the room, quickly moved into a disci- good should be a paramount objective. We believe that
plined program of well prepared and heartfelt testimo- an effective way of achieving this is through listening to
nies, a negotiation with the Transport Minister and the concerns of the community and building relational
commitments by local members of parliament to take power. Relational power is power created by connecting
their experience of the Sydney Alliance to their col- with people from all walks of life and exploring what is
leagues in higher positional power.
important to all. This power does not seek to dominate
but instead, aims to build accountability between the
Although, it was clear that politicians had positional people and the government. Through the Archdiocese’s
power, on Wednesday night, the citizens of Sydney, involvement with the Sydney Alliance, leaders continue
especially, the community of Sutherland/St George to be formed and their work undoubtedly contributes to
had a stronger, deeper and meaningful power which holding decisions makers to account in Sydney.
was evident in the sense of solidarity in the room.
This was relational power.
With one successful assembly completed, we look
ahead to the 2015 State election and commit to building
In the past, Pope Francis has expressed that our relationships, developing leaders and engaging more
Catholic Faith “teaches us to create just forms of gov- Catholics in public and political life. The next Sydney
ernment, in the realization that authority comes from Alliance Assembly will be held on 29 October 2014 in
God and is meant for the service of the common Western Sydney. For details, visit sydneyalliance.org.au
good”. He wrote this in Lumen Fidei (55). In Evan- or contact us.
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Why We Need to Start Talking About
the Hidden Side of Dementia By CatholicCare
Anna Renna, 67, and Patricia McAleer, 70, understand all too well the devastating effect of a disease
no one can see. Both women have spent years caring
for their husbands who were diagnosed with a form
of dementia known as Frontotemporal Lobar Degeneration (FTLD).
While many people associate the term with Alzheimer’s disease, dementia is in fact much broader.
The term describes a collection of symptoms caused
by disorders affecting the brain.
The symptoms of FTLD are less common than the
memory loss associated with Alzheimer’s disease
and are often harder to identify.
For 17 years Anna has cared for her husband, whose
dementia was caused by a stroke he suffered in
1997. She says because the symptoms are less obvious, people with FTLD and their carers often face an
uphill battle when it comes to explaining seemingly
inconsiderate behaviour to others.
“You go to dementia seminars with your loved one
and someone will turn around and say, ‘Oh, he’s
okay, he remembers things’,” said Anna. “A lot of
people don’t really know what FTLD is and what it
does to you, but it really should be spoken about
because it’s still dementia.”
FTLD occurs when there is degeneration in one or
both of the frontal or temporal lobes of the brain and
leads to loss of judgement, changes in personality
and shifts in the way a person feels and expresses
themselves. Though the symptoms are invisible,
they often result in embarrassing and uncomfortable
public incidents that can involve swearing, shouting

and inappropriate behaviour
towards others.
“You can’t visibly see anything,”
says
Patricia. “You
just think ‘why
is he behaving
like this?’”
Patricia cared for her Patricia McAleer (right) with fellow
dementia carer Anna Renna
husband for eight
Source: CatholicCare
years before he
passed away. She says it can be very difficult for carers
to be told by friends and family that the situation is not
that bad.
“People with dementia can be quite good at covering it
up for a time. They’ll sit quietly or just nod without
really knowing why,” explains Patricia. “So people
visit for short while and think there isn’t that much
wrong, when in fact you’re living with it all the time
and there’s a lot wrong.”
While the challenges Anna, Patricia and other FTLD
carers face are significant, help is available. Anna and
Patricia receive support from CatholicCare Sydney’s
South West Sydney Carer Support Program, which offers advice, advocacy, counselling, training and regular
group outings.
“It’s social and informative,” says Anna. “And for me
it’s my biggest help. You know that you’re not the only
one there, and you know that you’re listened to.”
CatholicCare Sydney CEO, Bernard Boerma, says people should think twice before making harmful assumptions about people based on actions and attitudes.
“It’s important to realise there are some illnesses you
can’t see with the naked eye,” says Mr Boerma. “We
need to be aware that anti-social behaviour is often a
result of disease or disability. Anna’s story makes it
clear that we shouldn’t be so quick to judge.”

Anna Renna (left) and Patricia McAleer embrace
Source: CatholicCare

To find out more about CatholicCare Sydney’s Carer
Support programs call (02) 8778 4222 or visit
www.catholiccare.org
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Mammon Power for the Environment By Phil Jones
Eat less meat; ride a bike to work;
install solar power; put insulation
in the ceiling, picket a coal mine;
join a march; sign a petition; write
to a politician; all good ways of
responding to what is now
described as the greatest moral
issue of our day, combating climate
change. Caring for God’s Creation,
both for the present and future
generations, is acknowledged as a
social justice matter as well as an
environmental issue as it is destined
to have its biggest impact on both
poorer people and poorer nations.
While the problem grows, so also does the lack of
confidence of many people in the ability of
governments to say “no” to the fossil fuel industry.
As a result, those wanting to do more are adopting a
new strategy. It is called “divesting”. It involves
moving financial assets away from institutions that
have investments in the fossil fuel industry and into
those that either support renewable energy sources
or those that are carbon neutral. According to
350.org.au, Australia’s four largest banks have
loaned $19 billion dollars to fossil fuel projects,
from coal and gas export ports on the Great Barrier
Reef to Australia’s largest new coal mine in NSW’s
Leard State Forest. GoFossilFree.org outlines how
those of us who bank our pay cheques and have
money in superannuation funds can use our
financial power to change the direction in which
these large sums of money are invested.
John Hewson at the
Festival of Dangerous
Ideas (2014)
Source: Youtube

On a world wide scale, Dr John Hewson, former
Liberal Party Leader and manager of the Asset Owners
Disclosures Project (AODP), claims that the 1000
largest asset owners (including superannuation funds,
sovereign wealth funds, insurance companies and other
financial institutions), manage more than $70-75
trillion. As a result they own and control over 50% of
all listed stocks in global markets around the world.
On average they invest around 55% of that $70-75
trillion in carbon intensive industries and only 2% in
low carbon intensive industries. This he describes as a
“phenomenal risk”. “It dwarfs the risk of the sub-prime
market” that resulted in the GFC. The AODP aims to
“name and shame” the top 1000 global funds over the
risk being taken in the Climate Bubble. The bubble
bursts if the investment in carbon intensive industries
loses its value either as a result of policy changes or
new technologies.1
In his address to the Festival of Dangerous Ideas, John
Hewson spoke of the reluctance of those responsible
for investing to change, implying that they move as a
herd. He claims, “You have to drive the asset managers
to change their view”, pointing out, “If you’re late into
the game you will suffer more than anybody else”.
According to Climate Tracker, 60-80% of the fossil
fuel reserves of listed firms are unburnable if a rise in
average temperatures beyond 2oC by 2050 is not
avoided. Yet it also found that US$674 billion of
capital is being spent each year on finding and
developing more reserves that are largely unburnable.2
Curiously, acting for climate justice and self interest
seem to coalesce when it comes to divesting. It is a
new power, a new strategy. If our natural and
understandable tendency to leave our finances where
they are seems to overwhelm us, help is at hand via the
websites; http://action.marketforces.org.au/page/s/
banks-on-notice, and http://gofossilfree.org.au/.
Moreover, October 18th has been nominated as
National Divestment Day, so for moral support, join
the gathering in Sydney, 11am at Sydney Square,
between Sydney Town Hall and St Andrews Cathedral.
Details
at
http://act.350.org/signup/
divestmentday_oct/.
1

Your Superannuation is Destroying the Planet, Festival of
Dangerous Ideas, 2014 https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=C9PkJurPKEE
2

http://www.climateinstitute.org.au/verve/_resources/
Unburnable_Carbon_Australias_Carbon_Bubble_finalreport.pdf
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JPO News

Faith in Action
is back!
Our social justice expo is
back! We’ve been busy
planning the expo and all
its activities. Now in its
second year, we are
bringing a range of
agencies and organisations that work for justice
and peace. Catholic Youth Services is co-organising
with us again and we will be connecting young people with lots of opportunities to live out their faith
and make a difference in their communities.
There will be talks, live entertainment, food and
competitions. All with plenty of opportunity to connect with others!
This year, Faith in Action runs over three days.
The first two days feature a guest speaker who will
talk about a current social justice issue, with the expo
itself on the third day. Stay tuned for more!
Faith in Action 2013
Source: Patrick J Lee

University of Notre Dame, Broadway
Monday November 3
Talk: Terese Corkish | Catholic Earthcare
1:30pm-2:30pm
Tuesday November 4
Talk: Paul Longobardi | St Vincent de Paul (Youth)
1:30pm-2:30pm
Wednesday November 5
Expo: 4pm-8pm
Mass at 8:15pm in St Benedict’s

Launch of the 2014-15
Social Justice Statement
On September 17, we attended the launch of the
2014-15 Social Justice Statement at St Mary’s
Crypt. Every year in September, the Australian
Bishops release a statement on a social justice issue. This year’s is on sport, which both celebrates
sport as a gift for solidarity as well as addresses the
injustices that are associated with it – violence,
abuse, discrimination. Guest speakers were Kevin
Sheedy, former AFL player and now coach, and
journalist Geraldine Doogue. Each brought their
own perspective and experiences of sport, bringing
a well-rounded vision to the day.
For copies of the statement, contact us.

Archdiocesan Social Justice
Gathering
Twice a year, the Justice and Peace Office gathers
parishioners around the Archdiocese at its Social
Justice Gathering. This is a forum for people who
are passionate about social justice to come together
to share ideas, discuss issues and learn from one another. Our October gathering focuses on the 20142015 Social Justice Statement, on sport.
The day will involve guest speakers whose experiences will inspire us to work for justice in our
own communities. Attendees will get the chance to
unpack the statement and discuss ideas for taking
action.
If you are part of a social justice group at your
parish, are interested in starting one up, or are simply passionate about justice and peace, come along
and meet other like-minded people who want to
make change.
Date: 25th October
Time: 10:30am-3:30pm
Where: St Patrick’s Parish Hall,
5 Drynan Street, Summer Hill
RSVP: by Friday October 17
at sjgatheringsydney.rsvpify.com
or email stephanie.lan@sydneycatholic.org
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Macarthur Social Justice Network
To coincide with the 100th Anniversary of the start of
World War I, the Macarthur Social Justice Network
workshops over the past few months have focused on
Getting to Peace.
There were some really innovative action suggestions
that have come out so far including:
1. Suggest parishes include Pope Francis’ Prayer for
Peace at masses and private prayer groups.
2. Schedule a special “Prayer for Peace” day and time
when people in different locations can pray together.
3. Postcards for Peace – Invite people from around the
world to send postcards to national leaders with the
simple request “Peace”.
4. Postcards for people – Invite people to send postcards to Christian leaders and communities in war torn
regions expressing solidarity.
You may like to think about and discuss in your local
groups what effect these may have and how these
could be put into practice.
Some other questions that have been asked/raised
include:
1. Who provides the money to buy the weapons?
Where do they get their money?
2. Who profits from the weapons sales or the fighting?
3. What non-violent action can be taken to stop/
prevent violence?
4. Who can make that action a reality?
Further links and updates will appear in the workshop
section of the Macarthur Social Justice Network web
site http://www.msjn.org/workshop-discussion.
MSJN welcomes engagement and ideas from other
groups into this activity.

We’re looking for volunteers! If you are interested in
offering your time and talents to the work of the office,
contact our Justice and Peace Promoter, Fr. Peter Smith at
peter.smith@sydneycatholic.org

JUSTICE AND PEACE OFFICE IS AN AGENCY
OF THE CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY. THE OFFICE PROMOTES JUSTICE,
PEACE, ECOLOGY AND DEVELOPMENT
THROUGH EDUCATIONAL,
COLLABORATIVE AND ADVISORY ACTIVITIES
BASED ON THE SOCIAL TEACHING OF THE
CATHOLIC CHURCH.

What’s on around Sydney
The St Vincent de Paul Society welcomes all to
join us for this free event.
3rd Annual Rosalie Rendu Lecture

‘Raise our voice in a
changing energy market’
Clare Petre, Keynote Speaker
followed by a Q&A panel discussion with Jonathan
Kennedy, Head of Government Relations &
Regulatory Affairs, Infrastructure Partnership
Australia and Society members.
Sunday 26 October 2014, 2-4 pm
Eastern Avenue Lecture Theatre,
University of Sydney
Light refreshments will follow the presentations.
RSVP by 15 October: social.justice@vinnies.org.au
or (02) 9568 0282

The Roots of Review of Life and
Catholic Action Bringing Faith into Life
Speaker: Maryvonne Prévot is an historian and senior
lecturer in Town Planning and Town Planning History at the University of Lille (Northern France).
Prevot’s research draws inspiration and insight
from her personal experience of the impact of the
kind of Catholic activism expressed in the life of
worker-priest, Maurice Ducreux, who worked for
Mission de France between 1950 and 1985. His engagement of his life and faith led to the founding of
the most important private structure in urban engineering, urban planning, advice and land development in France. Maryvonne’s talk draws upon work
that will be published as a book in early 2015.
What relevance does this story have for Christians
who seek to influence society today from their faith
values?
St Joseph’s Catholic Church Newtown, cnr of
Bedford and Station Sts, Newtown. Free.
Wednesday October 22, 2014, Time: 7-8.30pm
Details: newtownfaith.blogspot.com.au
JUSTICE AND PEACE OFFICE
CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY
LEVEL 12, POLDING CENTRE,
133 LIVERPOOL STREET, SYDNEY 2000
TELEPHONE 9307 8465
STEPHANIE.LAN@SYDNEYCATHOLIC.ORG
QWAYNE.GUEVARA@SYDNEYCATHOLIC.ORG
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