
On Wednesday 26 March, leaders and 

parishioners of Catholic Archdiocese 

participated in a public assembly called 

"Bridging Sydney" to support the launch of Sydney 

Alliance's agenda for the common good towards the 

2015 State Election.  

Over 1,500 people attended Wednesday's event in 

Sydney Town Hall, with 350 participants from the 

Archdiocese of Sydney, and another 100 the 

Parramatta and Broken Bay dioceses. According to 

staff from the Justice and Peace Office, this was "a 

great success".  

"After months of listening to citizens of Sydney, 

research and planning, it was decided that the Sydney 

Alliance will focus on three issues: Public Transport, 

Affordable Housing and Supported Job pathways for 

disadvantage communities in our city," says Qwayne 

Guevara from the Archdiocese of Sydney's Justice and 

Peace Office. "We were all moved after hearing 

powerful testimonies by those affected by the lack of 

support for the unemployed and homelessness," 

Qwayne Guevara explained. "It reminded us that we 

are supporting a movement that recognises human 

dignity and with that we are now ready, excited and 

inspired to work together to achieve commitments 

from our decision makers." 

Guest speakers 

i n c l u d e d 

Shaynan Carney 

who gave a 

testimony about 

the importance 

of obtaining 

s e c u r e 

e m p l o y m e n t , 

Jesse Wilcox 

who gave a testimony about being homeless, Rabbi 

Mendel Castel of Jewish House, Malcolm Gunning of 

Real Estate Institute NSW and Patricia Forsythe of the 

NSW Business Chamber, all of whom wanted to 

improve our city of Sydney. 

High School students from several Sydney Archdiocese 

Catholic schools, including Aquinas Catholic College 

in Menai, Mary MacKillop Catholic College in 

Wakeley and Trinity Catholic College in Auburn, also 

engaged in this year's Assembly and stood amongst the 

Catholic delegation to show that they also care about 

improving the city of Sydney. Following this event, 

these schools will engage in a series of "Table Talks" 

hosted throughout the year by organisations associated 

with the Sydney Alliance, as part of a year long, city-

wide action. 

This year's Assembly was also preceded by a prayer 

gathering at the St. Peter Julian Catholic Church in 

Haymarket, where participants were invited to pray for 

the city of Sydney and for the upcoming "year of 

action" towards the 2015 State Election.                                
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There were 1500 in solidarity for the common good  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trinity Catholic College greets   

Assembly  attendees  



One in four students in schools 

across Australia experience regular 

bullying. CatholicCare Sydneyôs 

óBuilding Bully Shieldsô course has 

been designed by CatholicCare to help parents 

develop the skills they need to build resilience in their 

children and equip them to respond appropriately to 

bullying at school. CatholicCare Parent Education 

Coordinator, Angharad Candlin, says while there are 

plenty of courses for teachers and students, the 

options for parents who want to understand exactly 

what bullying is, and prepare their children to handle 

it if it comes their way, are more limited. ñWe want to 

help parents take action,ò says Ms Candlin. ñThere are 

practical steps that parents can take right now to start 

working with their children to increase protective 

strategies and responses to bullying.ò  

 

Know what youôre dealing with  
Bullying can take many forms so itôs important to 

identify what your child might be dealing with. There 

are four main types of bullying: physical, verbal, 

covert (spreading rumours or excluding individuals) 

and cyberbullying. ñBuilding Bully Shields helps 

parents to understand the types of bullying and realise 

that schoolyard óbulliesô are not the enemy,ò says Ms 

Candlin. ñBad behaviour in students often points to 

much wider issues, and aggravating the situation by 

becoming aggressive towards a child or their parents 

is never the answer.ò  

 

Recognise the signs  
It isnôt always obvious when a child is being bullied. 

A range of emotions like shame, denial and 

embarrassment often accompany bullying, making it 

hard to identify if you donôt know what youôre 

looking for.  

 

ñThere are certain signs that can indicate your son or 

daughter might be experiencing bullying,ò explains Ms 

Candlin. ñThings like poor school performance, broken 

belongings, out-of-character shyness and changes to 

mood, eating and sleeping habits are all flag raisers.ò  

 

Take action  
When it comes to bullying, proactive prevention is the 

ultimate goal. But if your child has been bullied there 

are simple steps you can take to reduce the risk of it 

happening again.  

ñBullying can be a hard topic for children and parents 

to talk about, but making sure your child knows they 

can come to you with anything is the best place to 

start,ò says Ms Candlin. ñFind out when and where the 

bullying is occurring and make an appointment with 

your childôs teacher or coordinator who can take it 

further.ò  

 

The Building Bully Shields course is based on the 

work of school bullying expert, psychologist Evelyn 

M. Field, and complements CatholicCareôs range of 

programs designed to support parents, children and 

families affected by bullying. Other services offered 

include Parent Line ï a free telephone counselling and 

information service available at 1300 1300 52 ï and 

free student counselling in Catholic schools across 

Sydney. More information about CatholicCare services 

can be found by visiting www.catholiccare.org.  

 

For more information please contact: Matt Baxter, 

Communications Officer, CatholicCare Sydney on 

(02) 9390 5823 or 0411 729 433 or email 

matthew.baxter@catholiccare.org  

The Road to Krakow ï WYD Sydney Celebration 2014  
By Catholic Youth Services 

This Palm Sunday, 13 April 2014 from 12-4pm, the young people of Sydney are invited to 

take up Pope Francisô invitation to celebrate WYD 2014, the first step towards WYD Po-

land in 2016. If youôve been to a WYD, catch up with fellow pilgrims. If you havenôt been 

to a WYD come and have a taste. Bring friends, youth groups, uni, school and workmates and meet new people! 

This event is for all young people aged between 16 and 35. We will kick off with lunch and live music at St Bene-

dictôs Parish/Notre Dame Uni (104 Broadway) followed by a reflection on this yearôs WYD theme, óBlessed are 

the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of Heavenô given by Sydneyôs Apostolic Administrator Bishop Peter 

Comensoli. We will then process with a replica WYD cross from St Benedictôs to St Maryôs Cathedral (bring your 

walking shoes). We will conclude at the Cathedral with prayer and afternoon tea. 



As Brazil prepares to host the 2014 World Cup and the 

2016 Olympics, the Catholic Churchôs International 

Aid and Development Agency, Caritas Australia and 

its supporters are calling on the Federation 

Internationale de Football Association (FIFA) and the 

International Olympic Committee (IOC) to stop the 

eviction of poor and marginalised families in the 

countryôs favelas (slum districts). 

 

Caritas Australia has been working in partnership with 

the Movement for the Defence of Favela Residents 

(MDF) in Brazil for 29 years to support favela 

residents. Many of those residents do not have 

property rights or deeds for their homes. This 

partnership aims to assist them with protection of their 

legal rights, to build better lives and achieve dignity 

for their families despite the poverty in their 

communities. 

 

André Delfino da Silva is an MDF Educator living in 

an area impacted by the World Cup developments. ñIn 

the lead up to the FIFA World Cup and the Olympics, 

Brazilian authorities deemed many favelas to be 

óirregular communitiesô.  They evicted hundreds of 

thousands of residents so that planned projects can go 

ahead,ò said Andr®. 

 

ñWhen families suffer eviction, the impact on their 

lives is very great. They donôt just lose their homes, 

they lose places in the school for their kids, lose their 

work, and their relationships suffer.ò 

Caritas Australia has created a petition to the heads of 

the IOC and FIFA urging them to ensure the protection 

of core human rights for the poorest of the poor in 

Brazil. The petition asks FIFA and the IOC to improve 

their bidding and hosting rules to: 

¶ Protect the human rights of host city 

populations; 

¶ Secure a common good by deepening their 

commitment to sustainable development; 

¶ Amplify the voice of local communities, 

especially the most marginalised; and 

¶ Secure peoples' dignity by binding hosts to 

minimise negative impacts on local 

communities. 

Read the report and sign the petition to the call for 

FIFA and the IOC to ensure their events are just 

and sustainable at www.caritas.org.au/act/brazil  
 

"No one can remain insensitive to the inequalities that persist in 

the world é the Brazilian people, 

particularly the humblest among 

you, can offer the world a valuable 

lesson in solidarity, a word that is 

too often forgotten or silenced 

because it is uncomfortable é I 

would like to make an appeal to 

those in possession of greater 

resources, to public authorities and 

to all people of good will who are 

working for social justice: never tire 

of working for a more just world, 

marked by greater solidarity." - Pope Francis, a favela in Rio de 

Janeiro, 2013 

Continued....The Sydney Alliance is also about giving people a voice, re-

gardless of their age, circumstances or income. It brings together diverse 

community organisations, unions and religious organisations to advance the 

common good and achieve a fair, just and sustainable city. It does this by 

providing opportunities for people to have a say in decisions that affect 

them, their families and everyone working and living in Sydney. Based on 

London's City Alliance, preparation and development of a Sydney Alliance 

began seven years ago.  The Archdiocese of Sydney was one of the founding 

members. From the start, the Alliance received the endorsement and full 

support of then-Archbishop of Sydney, Cardinal George Pell. Not only were 

initial meetings held at the Archdiocese's Sydney offices at the Polding Cen-

tre in the CBD, but the preparation and development of the Alliance was 

carried out in close consultation with the Archdiocese's Justice and Peace 

Office. The next Assembly will be held 100 days after the State Election, and a number of State politicians will be 

invited to attend. To find out more about the Sydney Alliance go to http://www.sydneyalliance.org.au/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Justice and Peace Office  

preparing for the assembly 

http://www.caritas.org.au/act/brazil

