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Sisters awarded for fighting slavery
On 23 November the extraordinary
work of Catholic religious sisters
and their organisations to uphold
human rights was recognised at the
Anti-Slavery Australia Freedom
Awards ceremony at Parliament
House. The Anti-Slavery Australia
Freedom Awards acknowledge
those who have made a significant
contribution to combating slavery,
human trafficking and forced
labour.
Among the individuals and
organisations recognised were Sr
Louise Cleary CSB, Sr Pauline
Coll and the Josephite CounterTrafficking Project. Sr Pauline and
Sr Louise have each served as
Chair of the Australian Catholic
Religious Against Trafficking in
Humans (ACRATH), and were
awarded for their dynamic
contributions to ACRATH’s work.
With their leadership, ACRATH
has raised the profile of human
trafficking in the Australian and
international community, inspired

Aquinas College Menai student Caitlin Maxwell announces the Archdiocese of Sydney’s
commitment to the Sydney Alliance

collaboration between community
groups and identified the need for
legislative and policy change.
The Josephite Counter-Trafficking
Project (JCTP) is a ministry of the
Sisters of St Joseph which
responds to the needs of trafficked
women. They work with women in
a culturally-sensitive way to
enable them to make informed

choices after their trafficking
experience. Sr Margaret Ng SoSJ
received the award on behalf of
JCTP.
The Justice and Peace Office
would like to congratulate to all
who received an award and to
thank them for their tireless work
against slavery, people trafficking
and forced labour.

Volunteers needed to protect islands from rising sea levels
The Pacific Calling Partnership raises awareness about the effects of climate change on low-lying island communities and
calls on governments and community to act for their survival.
Right now Pacific calling is looking for volunteers to join one of two teams. The Forum Team will consist of young
adults who would like to develop skills in event management, team work and leadership, while the Blog/ Website
Development Team will create an online resource that will foster an action-oriented community.
Both of these teams are meeting for the first time on 9 January 2012. If you are interested to find out more contact Maria at
mariat@erc.org.au.
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Dignity and hope for Aboriginal people
and the justice system
On 25 November at St Mary’s
Catholic Church Erskineville,
Aboriginal Catholic Ministry
hosted “Justice and Dignity
Denied? Aboriginal People and
the Justice system”, a forum
highlighting the realities faced by
Aboriginal people in prison and
their families. Guest speakers
Chaplains Rev Diane Langham
and Fr. Peter Carroll MSC shared
their insights about the impact of
prison life on indigenous people
and the challenges prisoners
experience upon release, and they
shared their experiences of
working with indigenous people in
prison to foster hope.
Rev Langham began the night by
sharing some confronting statistics
about indigenous people in
Australia. Aboriginal people are
2.5 times more likely than nonindigenous people to be in the
lowest income bracket and 4 times
less likely to be in the top job
income brackets. Half of
Indigenous children are living in
jobless families and many are
living in overcrowded houses. One
in five Indigenous adults reported
being a victim of violence in the
past twelve months.
More than 25% of the prison
population is Indigenous and the
rate of Indigenous incarcerations
has grown by 52 % in the past ten
years. In some prisons the ratio of
Aboriginal to non-Aboriginal
prisoners is much higher,
particularly in country areas.
Rev Langham is an Anglican
minister working in prison

chaplaincy. She is a grandmother
of 14, mother of 4 and a Boandik
woman from Mt Gambier in South
Australia. Through her chaplaincy
work, Rev Langham strives to
foster cultural understanding in a
prison which houses a high
percentage of indigenous inmates.
‘Aunty Di’, as she is known,
describes her ministry as ‘loitering
with intent’!
Among Aunty Di’s initiatives are
projects where she helps connect
inmates with their children outside
of prison. Loss of connection with
the families and children is a
major issue for prisoners; Diane
gives opportunities for inmate
fathers to record stories on camera
which are then sent as DVDs to
their children. Through this
initiative, children become
familiar with their fathers and
families are strengthened.
One of Aunty Di’s most important
services is to “smoke” cells,
particularly when a death has a
occurred. Her other work includes
counselling and meditation
programs, and kits and packages
that assist Aboriginal inmates to
adjust to the major transitions of
both entering and exiting prison.
On arrival, Aunty Di distributes
prayer cards, the “Deadly
news” (Gospel of Mark), and
coloured beads identifying Koori
inmates with each other, to
encourage relationships. She also
supplies greeting cards so
prisoners can remain connected to
their families and loved ones
outside.

Rev Diane Langham at the forum

When prisoners are released,
Aunty Di provides them with
new clothes, which she says are
important because they contribute to the ‘sense of fresh
beginnings’. She also gives out
crisis packs with basics such as
blankets and toiletries, to cater
for the many ex-prisoners who
are unable to return home and are
forced to stay in hostels with little support.
Missionary of the Sacred Heart
priest Fr Peter Caroll was the
evening’s second speaker. Fr Peter has been working in prison
ministry since 2003. He provides
sacramental and program support
for five prisons at Long Bay and
four of the prisons at the Silverwater complex, including the
Women’s prison.
(continued page 3)

JUSTICE AND PEACE OFFICE JANUARY 2012 VOL 4 NO 1

Dignity and hope for
Aboriginal people and
the justice system
(cont.)
Fr Peter spoke of the frustration
experienced by inmates in a
prison system that “warehouses
criminals” rather than
rehabilitates them. Through vivid
description of the conditions
inside prison, he alerted the
audience to how our gaols
contribute to the breakdown of
families and the inequalities in
work and educational
oppor t uni ti es t hat af f l ict
prisoners.
For example, Fr Peter explained
that in just one of the 5 Areas at
Long Bay there are 300-400 men,

none of whom have jobs. For
three hours a day they are allowed
out of the cells; most of this time
is spent in a yard that prisoners
refer to as ‘the fridge’ because its
cold even in summer. For much of
the remainder of the time
prisoners are kept locked in the
cells with no work or educational
programs. Large numbers of these
men are functionally illiterate
when they enter prison and remain
so throughout their time inside.
Both Aunty Di and Fr Peter called
on forum participants and the
churches in general to support
prisoners and those who encounter
the justice system. Aunty Di asked
for financial support to help
provide for the material and
spiritual needs of prisoners, and

she also encouraged programs
outside of prison that “can help the
cycle of incarceration.” Parenting
groups, homework clubs, kids sports
clubs and leadership programs can
all help reduce the numbers of
people finding themselves in prison.
Fr Peter meanwhile called on our
communities to build relationships
with prisoners. Relationships are the
strength of our Churches, he said,
and we need to be willing to do that
with prisoners. Through reaching
out in relationship, those of us on
the outside are also able to
overcome our own prisons – those
prejudices and fears that keep us
from building a society of
compassion and understanding.

Opening hands to the world since 1961
In the early 1960s local man Merv Butler didn’t know
how his life was about to change. “In 1961, Palms
began calling for volunteers to become lay
missionaries which appealed to me.” and so begins
Merv’s story.
Palms Australia, the ‘home-grown’ international
development volunteer agency had just started
operations by sending volunteers to the then Territories
of Papua and New Guinea.
Merv Butler spent 1962 and 1963 teaching school
children on Yule Island, one of the first areas in
Central Province of Papua to have “Europeans”.
Prior to Merv taking up his placement he attended
Palms’ first training course, held in Springwood
[NSW]. “It was a very simple course as it had not time
to develop.”
After the first two years of Merv’s placement he
moved from Yule Island. “During my last year, 1964,
I taught at the De La Salle Brothers primary boarding

school at Mainohana on the mainland.” Mainohana is
about three hours north-west of Port Moresby, and is a
particularly poor part of the country.
How much difference would Merv notice today from
his time there: “Just a few minute’s drive away was the
local airstrip which was capable of taking D.C.3
aircraft.
At this airstrip, Bereina, were some government
offices, a trade store and several other buildings.”
Was it the passage of a few years or the people of a
different locality and culture which brought about the
difference in the volunteer’s living arrangements?
“The only contact I had with the [local] people was
mainly the school pupils” says Merv of his time
volunteering in Papua. “In Tonga, it was an entirely
different situation. That was in 1969-1970. Here I
was living with a Tongan family… on the main island
of Tongatapu.”
“Here I was in contact with both Tongans and
Europeans at the school.”
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(continued page 4)

Opening hands to the world (cont.)
Merv’s story is not the only Lismore-Tonga
connection. “Lismore hosted some Tongan
young adults during the World Youth Day
celebrations, as well as Bishop Foliaki.
Unfortunately I had only time to introduce
myself to him. He was then Father Foliaki when
I met him and it was with his family I stayed”
says Merv, referring to his volunteer placement
in Tonga in 1969-1970.
One man, Merv
Butler, has directly
and indirectly played
a profound part in the
lives of many people.
Consider then the
impact of over
10,000 days of
volunteer time Palms
has provided in this
year – 2011 - alone.
In 2011 Palms is
celebrating 50 years
of
inter nati onal
development
Merv Butler during his volunteer work
volunteering – a
commendable
record for a little-known Australian charity.
Contact Palms to find out how you can be
involved in the next fifty years of volunteering –
www.palms.org.au
Palms Australia (02) 9518 9551. Any donation
$2 and over to Palms is tax deductible.

Finding a voice in the face of
HIV/AIDS
CatholicCare’s Tree of Hope program provides spiritual
and emotional support for people living with HIV/AIDS, as
well as for their carers. Tree of Hope provides an open
space for people to meet new people, share stories and build
support with one another through a confidential and safe
environment.
Over the last few months Tree of Hope has offered workshops that tap into people’s creative side through song and
storytelling. These workshops were designed to enable people to express their feelings, their stories and what matters
gfjhgjhgjhgjhgjhgjhgjhgjhgjhgjh
to them.
From 7 July to 25 August, Tree of Hope hosted six workshops in which musician Luke Edwards worked with participants to help them compose songs that reflected upon
what they have learnt on their life’s journey. A CD with
eight songs from these workshops was produced and shared
at Tree of Hope’s World Aids Day Ceremony on Thursday,
1 December. Some of the songs’ themes included the
beauty of nature, social justice and celebrating God’s love.
Luke says that getting to know the workshop experience
had a profound influence on him. “I saw their courage, their
determination and learned their dreams, desires and talents.
They were just lovely, lovely people who have been
through so much. Through them I learned what it was like
to be affected by HIV and how isolating having the virus
can be. But best of all for me was being given the opportunity to help unleash their creativity.”
In another workshop, facilitator Alex Nelson supported
participants to telling stories from their own experiences,
using words, props and drawings. This workshop provided
a great opportunity for those affected by HIV/ AIDS to express the challenges they have overcome in their lives. Participants reported that they found the experience very moving. It was also a great way to forge trust and friendship.
To purchase the CD “First Songs” or learn more about
Tree of Hope, go to CatholicCare Sydney at
www.catholiccare.org.au.
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