
In the first six weeks of 

2015, CatholicCare Syd-

ney’s telephone counsel-

ling service Parent Line 

NSW has received a 300% increase in the num-

ber of calls from families experiencing domestic 

violence, compared to the same period in 2014.  

“We believe it may be a result of the increased 

public awareness surrounding family violence 

following Rosie Batty’s appointment as Austra-

lian of the Year,” says Parent Line Coordinator, 

Nichola Marsonet.  

 

Ms Marsonet says family violence is not limited 

to interactions between spouses. It has a signifi-

cant effect on children’s lives as well, negatively 

impacting academic achievement and social rela-

tionships, and causing emotional distress.  

“Our counsellors listen to concerns, validate the 

difficulties of parenting under extreme stress and 

help parents begin to regulate their own emo-

tions,” she says. “This is important so parents can 

listen to and empathise with their children’s often 

frightening experiences of living in a family vio-

lence situation.”  

 

Parent Line counsellors are trained to recognise 

signs of domestic violence and ask specific ques-

tions to help parents assess whether it’s occurring 

in their home.  

 

“We help parents experiencing family violence 

understand there are a range of behaviours that 

are used to control and intimidate family mem-

bers,” she says. “After measuring the family’s 

safety we provide information about appropriate 

police and specialist family violence agencies, 

including those providing safe accommodation. 

We also of-

fer referrals 

to parent 

e d u c a t i o n 

p r o g r a m s 

and legal 

services.”  

 

Ms Mar-

sonet says 

while the 

majority of calls regarding family violence come 

from mothers suffering abuse at the hands of a 

male partner, the service also receives calls for 

assistance from fathers and parents in same-sex 

relationships.  

 

“Family violence seriously affects children and 

it’s important to take steps to ensure their safety,” 

says Ms Marsonet. “We encourage any parent 

who thinks their children may be affected by fam-

ily violence to call us on 1300 1300 52 and speak 

to one of our qualified counsellors. However, if 

any family member is in danger, it’s important to 

call 000 immediately.”  

 

For more information about how Parent Line as-

sists parents experiencing family violence call 

1300 1300 52 (Mon - Fri 9am to 9pm; Weekends 

4pm to 9pm) or visit www.parentline.org.au  



Was there any Aus-

tralian who did not 

cringe with shame 

when it became pub-

lic that Australia had 

been spying on the 

Timorese in an effort 

to gain an advantage 

in the negotiations taking place 

over the boundary between 

Australia and Timor-Leste and 

the future of the rich oil fields 

in the region? The disgrace and 

embarrassment worsened when 

agents of the Australian Gov-

ernment raided the offices of 

Bernard Collaery one of the 

lawyers acting for Timor Leste 

along with the home of a wit-

ness to the bugging, seizing ma-

terial destined to support the 

Timorese case in the Interna-

tional Court of Justice. 

 

It seemed almost unbelievable 

that a country that had struggled 

so heroically against oppressive 

Indonesian rule and violence, 

had been supported by Austra-

lian military forces following its 

struggle for independence, ex-

perienced bloody internal divi-

sions and was struggling to 

overcome crippling poverty 

could be treated in such a du-

plicitous manner by its rich and 

prosperous neighbour that 

prided itself on “the fair-go”. 

 

It is argued that the spying gave 

the Australians an unfair advan-

tage in the negotiations over the 

position of the boundary effec-

tively denying Timor-Leste of 

billions of dollars of potential 

revenue. The product of the nego-

tiations was the CMATS Treaty 

(Certain Maritime Arrangements 

in the Timor Sea) and came into 

effect in 2007. At the time, Aus-

tralia demanded that no dispute 

over the boundary be referred to a 

third party for 50 years. During a 

period of considerable political 

instability in Timor this provision 

was agreed to. Given the spying, 

the Timorese now argue that the 

treaty should be rewritten, a defi-

nite boundary should be drawn 

between the two countries and 

that boundary should be based on 

current International Law of the 

Sea. 

 

If the present International Law 

of the Sea were applied and a 

definite boundary drawn, it would 

be located along the median line, 

mid-way between Australia and 

Timor-Leste providing this 

emerging young country with the 

lions’ share of the oil and gas de-

posits and the opportunity to de-

velop a resilient and stable econ-

omy over the years ahead. 

 

Timor-Leste now wants to reopen 

the negations on the boundary 

line and 

2015 will 

be the year 

in which 

Australians 

can help 

right an 

injustice. Readers are invited to 

write to their local Federal 

Member and to the Attorney 

General, Hon. Senator George 

Brandis urging them to agree to 

the Timorese request to reopen 

negotiations on the boundary 

and to agree to a position more 

consistent with the International 

Law of the Sea. The point could 

also be made that it is in Austra-

lia’s best interest to ensure so-

cial and financial stability 

within Timor-Leste. 

 

As for what’s in it for the aver-

age Australian? Perhaps a little 

more pride in our nation. 

 

For further information: 

 http://rightnow.org.au/

writing-cat/article/having-

it-both-ways-australias-

conflicted-position-in-the-

timor-sea/  

 h t t p : / /

www.eurekastreet.com.au

/ a r t i c l e . a s p x ?

aeid=42040#.VM2GQ9K

UeSo 

 h t t p : / /

www.justinandout.com/

movie-draw-the-line-in-

the-timor-sea/ 

 

We’re looking for volunteers! If you are interested in offering your time and talents to the work of the office,  

contact Fr. Peter Smith at peter.smith@sydneycatholic.org 



Take a real look at the surreal 

world of the homeless: Set in 

Sydney, the colourful characters of HOME paint a 

multi-dimensional perspective on homeless-

ness. Their stories are told with much humour, and 

use a wide range of musical and dramatic imagery. 

Stories of defiance and resistance, of pain and pa-

thos, of kindness, vitality and love. Placed in a fil-

mic soundscape ranging from jazz classics by 

Bryce Rohde and Gil Evans, to contemporary rap 

and spoken word poetry.How do you cope when 

you’re pushed down the rungs of the social ladder? 

When your situation makes you cry out: Just be-

cause I’m homeless, just because I’m poor, can you 

throw away the key after locking the door!  

 

The gap between rich and poor is widening. Home-

lessness is on the increase, especially among young 

people and families. Lack of affordable housing, a 

poverty-line existence, poor job opportunities, of-

ten coupled with drug & alcohol abuse and domes-

tic violence: these are the circumstances taking 

young people down the gurgler and onto the street. 

One in two homeless youths is turned away from 

emergency shelters every night because services 

are full. Families are living in cars or yo-yo-ing 

between caravan parks and motels. Governments 

are cutting down social services and women’s ref-

uges. How do you give shape to your hopes and 

dreams, when the world seems to be against more 

equitable models of community, sharing and coop-

eration? 

 

In true Kinetic Energy participatory style, audience 

members will have a chance to be part of the ac-

tion: you can put your hand up for one of 

six small roles. For instance, you can be a homeless 

person in Jo's Soup Kitchen, or a passenger on a 

bus, or a pedestrian on a busy city street. Your part 

will have a few words and some simple actions, 

and your scene will always be together with our 

cast. If you're in for a little adventure like this, you 

need to book, and be there for instruction half an 

hour before the show starts. 

 

With: Janaka Biyanwila, Carolyn Eccles, Melanie 

Eden, Jepke Goudsmit, Robert Gray, Graham 

Jones, Demitra Sealy, Henriette Tkalec. 

Written & directed by Jepke Goudsmit & Graham 

Jones | Where: St Luke's Hall 11 Stanmore Rd En-

more | When: March 13-15, 20-22, 27-29  Fri&Sat 

8pm, Sun 6.30pm | Tickets: $25 full/ $20 pen-

sioner&low-waged/ $15 students&unwaged | Seat-

ing is limited so booking is recommended: 9665 

6489 or email: kineticenergy@iprimus.com.au 

mailto:energy@iprimus.com.au


You may not be able to control the cost of energy 

but you can control how you use it effi-

ciently.  The energy you don't use is the cheapest 

energy there is, so make sure energy efficiency is 

on your radar. Join us to find out how you can 

reduce your energy use & your environmental 

footprint by more than 10%. 

 

WHAT IS THE NATIONAL ENERGY EFFI-

CIENCY NETWORK (NEEN)? 

NEEN is a not for profit program funded by the 

Commonwealth's Energy Information Grant 

scheme. It is an initiative of Catholic Earthcare 

Australia and the Uniting Church. NEEN is a 

dynamic, free, member based network that pro-

vides the community sector with the inspiration, 

guidance & support to become more energy effi-

cient & resilient into the future. NEEN promotes 

open learning and collaboration amongst faith-

based and all not-for-profit community organisa-

tions around energy efficiency and sustainability. 

Our aims are to: 

* Connect people and groups in meaningful ways 

* Share all of our available extensive resources 

& teach you how to use them! 

* Participate in a local free energy network in 

your area that can act collaboratively and be-

come part of a thriving National Community. 

 

We have a number of upcoming events in NSW, 

including Lismore, March 4th; Armidale March 

18th, Forbes, March 26th and Northern Sydney 

(Broken Bay) on April 10th. Please visit http://

neen.org.au/events/ to register for these free 

events. 

10 MARCH | HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN 

NORTH KOREA - WHAT CAN THE SECURITY 

COUNCIL DO? | 6:00pm - 7:30pm | The Glover Cot-

tages, 124 Kent Street, Millers Point, Sydney 

Michael Kirby AC, CMG  describes the distinctive and 

transparent methodology adopted by the UN Commission 

of Inquiry, and draws attention to a series of recommenda-

tions it made. Cost: $25.00/$15.00 (students) | Book: 

http://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/events/human-

rights-violations-in-north-korea-what-can-the-security-

council-do/ or 0431 619 242 

 

16 MARCH | RADICAL APPEAL: YOUNG PEOPLE 

AND RELIGIOUS EXREMISM | 6:00pm - 7:30pm | 

Auditorium, Settlement Services International, 2/158 

Liverpool Rd, Ashfield 

Join Maha Abdo, OAM, Executive Officer, United Muslim 

Women Association; Dr Jan Ali, Senior Lecturer, Univer-

sity of Western Sydney; Lydia Shelly, Lawyer and com-

munity advocate; for an evening of engaging discussion 

that explores this current and complicated issue. Facilitated 

by Matt Khoury, Editor, The Point Magazine. Cost: by 

donation -  suggested $15 minimum | Book: 02 8799 6700 

What’s on around Sydney 


