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Over 300 students from Sydney Catholic
schools gathered at All Saints Catholic
Senior College, Casula on Wednesday 17
November for the Archdiocesan Social
Justice Day focusing on the 2010 Social
Justice Sunday Statement: „Violence in
Australia: A Message of Peace.‟
Students spent the morning listening to
Bishop Christopher Saunders and his
thoughts on violence in our society.
Bishop Saunders stated that in most cases
anger wasn‟t justified and the emotion can
easily turn to violence. Bishop Saunders
added that injustice was a great act of
violence and challenged those present to
ask themselves how they could become an
ambassador for peace.
Students from Liverpool‟s All Saints
Catholic Girls College offered a solemn,
thought-provoking performance as a
response to the Social Justice Sunday
Statement, while students from Marist
College Pagewood and Casimir College
Marrickville responded through prepared
speeches.
Later in the day, students attended smaller
workshops hosted by representatives from
a variety of Catholic organisations such as
Marist Youth Care, Edmund Rice
Network, Caritas Australia and Columban
Mission Institute. These groups addressed
topics such as domestic violence, non-

Rebecca Keeley from Clancy Catholic
College at West Hoxton noted that, “a lot
of social justice issues relate to us and are
things that we face in our lives.” While
classmate Shaneel Dutt added, “we‟re the
people that can make a difference.”

violent practice, violence in sport, ecology
and violence, and the sexualisation of
girls.
In the afternoon, „Playback Theatre‟ used
drama to process the issues of the day.
Members of Playback theatre asked the
students questions about the day and from
their responses, the actors effectively
presented these ideas through improvised
performances.
Natalie Ryan from Our Lady of Mercy
College Burraneer said, “I‟ve enjoyed
meeting new people from different
schools. The Performance response to the
Statement was a great demonstration of
the topic and messages.”
“I appreciated Bishop Saunders relating
and referring to his Diocese in his
discussion of the issues of Violence, said
Tanika Harwell, also of OLMC Burraneer.

“The issues discussed have been
enlightening,” said St Mary‟s Cathedral
student Brodie Millington. “They make
you think of your own life and how we
can prevent violence in all its forms.”
Jodie Pall, who attends Domremy College
Five Dock remarked that “the topic is very
relevant. There are and will be times when
we are confronted by different acts of
violence.”
With thanks to Sam Spurr from the
Catholic Education Office Sydney for
this article. Article and photographs
reproduced with permission.

The Tree of Hope
is program of
CatholicCare Sydney, which provides
pastoral counselling support services for
people living with HIV/AIDS, their
families and primary carers. Tree of Hope
provides an opportunity for emotional and
practical support in a confidential, safe
environment by visitation, connecting in
groups or by telephone support.
On 1 December, members of the Tree of
Hope community gathered to mark World
AIDS Day, with a reflection on the theme
„Focus on the Future.‟ The gathering was
organised by a working group of friends
and associates of the Tree of Hope
program, including Margaret Pirotta (Tree
of Hope Coordinator), Fr Claude
Mostovik (reflection MC), Adrian, Denise
and Efrem.
“The theme ‟Focus on the Future‟ was
drawn form the lyrics of The Future
Within, a song by James Maher msc, ”
explained Margaret Pirotta. “The words
reminded us how far we have come and

that we can now look ahead to the future
optimistically. This was the case for all of
us whether we were coming from the
perspective of living with HIV, or caring
for someone with HIV.”
Among the words that resonated with
participants at the reflection were the
phrases “called to be open, called into
love”, and “finding forgiveness,
embracing our difference, seeing our
future emerge from within”.
The World AIDS Day ceremony intended
to acknowledge, remember and give
thanks. The group presented a variety of
readings, music and resources to create
what was described as a “deeply moving
and meaningful” acknowledgement.
“World AIDS Day is an emotionally
difficult day,” said Margaret. “Hence, self
expression was so important; that is to
share authentically without feeling
vulnerable, but also not dilute the content
to avoid one‟s vulnerabilities.”
Despite wet weather, about 70 people too
part. Aboriginal elder Uncle Max began
proceedings with a Welcome to Country
and smoking ceremony. From Max‟s fire
the Tree of Hope candle was lit; this flame
led participants to their gathering space
where they settled with a song. Claude
welcomed guests and passed on prayers
and wishes from Sr Margaret
Mines‟, the founder of Tree of Hope,
before readings were shared.
Included in the readings was I Know The
Way You Can Get, a poignant fourteenth
century Sufi poem by Hafiz., which
Adrian selected. The poem recalled the
enduring relevance of love, empathy and
compassion as the cornerstones of mutual

support and shared humanity. This was
followed by a personal reflection written
by Efrem‟s called Life Tree, which dealt
with pain, struggle, victory, celebration
and growth.
A rituals of remembrance allowed us time
for participants to honour friends, family
and people living with HIV/AIDS around
the world. A final blessing was given
before participants returned to the
cinders to offer up the names of those they
had remembered on this World
AIDS Day 2010. Finally participants
shared a BBQ and conversation as the day
caome to a close.

On November 21 to 25 members of
Australian Catholic Religious Against
Trafficking in Humans (ACRATH)
journeyed to Canberra for four days of
intensive advocacy and networking to
strengthen its fight against human
trafficking. The group, which consisted of
State ACRATH representatives, met with
parliamentarians, government agencies,
unions and officials from three embassies,
to raise its concerns about the
commodification of human beings through
modern day slavery.

fastest growing industries. Australia is a
destination country for trafficked persons.
During their Canberra meetings,
ACRATH representatives raised the
following issues:

 The need for victims to be financially
compensated.

 The need for safe and supportive
accommodation for trafficked persons.

The Sudanese Listening Assembly was the
first of many similar activities planned for
parishes, migrant communities, schools
and other Catholic organisations in
Sydney. These communities have all
chosen to take part in the Sydney Alliance,
a broad-based coalition that aims to
empower local communities and foster
relationships that can lead to civic renewal
and change.
The Sydney Alliance Listening Campaign
has three aims: to build relationships
within local communities; to discover the
issues confronting people at a local level;
and to identify leaders who can take
action. Listening Campaigns are taking
place not only within the Church, but in
organisations as diverse as the Jewish
Board of Deputies, the Rail, Tram and Bus

„human trafficking‟ discourse and
policy to include people trafficked into
exploitation in non sex related
industries, for example, construction,
mining, fruit picking, vegetable
growing and domestic labour.

 The need for trafficking prevention.

Human trafficking is one of the world‟s

The Sydney Alliance Listening Campaign
kicked off in the Archdiocese in
November when over 50 leaders from the
Sudanese Catholic Community met to
share their stories of struggle and their
dreams for a more just and peaceful city.

 The need to expand the focus of

ACRATH is a network committed to the
elimination of human trafficking. It is
endorsed by Catholic Religious
Australia, the peak body of over 180
religious orders in Australia, representing
over 8000 religious sisters, brothers and
priests.

Union, the Cancer Council and the Arab
Council. Although some of the
challenges facing these communities will
vary, others will be widely felt and
shared. It is these issues that will form the
basis of the Sydney Alliance agenda for
the common good.
The Sudanese Listening Assembly was
organised by young Catholic leaders to
engage people from across the religious
and ethnic divides that exist in the
diaspora.
The
often
impassioned
discussions and small group work
surfaced affordable housing, drugs and
alcohol and youth disconnect as the
challenges facing the wider Sudanese
community. The core team
is now
planning a larger assembly for February,
which hopes to listen to hundreds of
Sudanese migrants and refugees, and
invite them to act on their issues.
Some of the other Catholic communities
actively planning Listening Campaigns
are Marist Sisters College Woolwich; St
Some of the other Catholic communities

actively planning Listening Campaigns
are Marist Sisters College Woolwich; St
Brigid‟s Catholic Church, Marrickville; St
Joachim‟s Catholic Church, Lidcombe,
and the Myanmar Catholic Community.
Overseas listening campaigns in similar
broad-based organisations have led to
campaigns which have successful brought
together a wide range of citizens to
successfully improve urban quality of life.
In London, for example, the London
Citizens Living Wage campaign arose
from the stories of ordinary Londoners in
parishes and mosques who worked two
jobs to make ends meet. The campaign
won workers more than 40 million pounds
in wages and lifted 6500 families out of
poverty.

Want to make your Christmas giving more meaningful this
season? Church development organisations offer a few ideas.
On 9 January 2010, there will be a referendum in Sudan, in which
southern states will vote on possible secession from the north of the
country. It is a moment of hope - and of fear.
Now more than ever the country that only five years ago emerged
from Africa‟s longest civil war needs the support of the international community – include Australia - to prevent the return to fullscale violent conflict and to build a lasting peace.
The Sudanese Church has asked us to stand alongside them, to call
upon the international community and to pray for peace – before,
during and after the referendum.
Join Caritas Australia and the Australian Catholic Bishops
Conference in fulfilling this wish today. Visit
www.caritas.org.au/sudan to join the Prayer for Peace in Sudan campaign. You can also download ministry resources, including a YouTube message from the Australian Bishops, weekly reflections for advent, a liturgy guide and multimedia.
Lord Jesus, you said to us “ I leave you peace, my peace I give
you.” Look upon your sisters and brothers in Sudan as they face
this referendum.
Send us your Spirit to guide us. Give us the wisdom we need to
choose a future where we will know your true peace.
You call us out of slavery, oppression and persecution, so that all
people may have life in abundance.
Grant us peace with one another peace. Give peace among ethnic
groups.
Help us to work together for the good of all.
We ask this in your name, Jesus, our Lord. Amen.
Mary, Queen of Peace, pray for us.
Adapted from the Sudanese Catholic Bishops Conference July 2010.

Caritas Australia’s Global Gifts give you the opportunity to
honour someone you love with a contribution to projects that
save lives and build communities. A colourful e-card or paper
card tells your friend about your gift. For more info go to
www.caritas.org.au.
Act for Peace is the aid and development agency of the
National Council of Churches in Australia. The Act for Peace
Christmas Bowl invites you to place an empty bowl at your
dinner table this Christmas, and in it to collect the cost of your
meal as a special gift to people in war torn countries. Click on
www.actforpeaceorg.au to learn about this ecumenical agency
and its work in conflict-affected areas.

