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NEEN is a dynamic, 

member-based network 

providing parishes, agen-

cies and not-for-profit 

community organisations 

with the information,  

inspiration and support to 

become more energy  

efficient and take charge of their energy future. A national   

initiative, NEEN promotes open learning and collaboration 

around energy efficiency and sustainability. Through     

increased efficiency we aim to reduce the energy intensity 

and consumption of the community sector, in turn reducing 

emissions and freeing up funding for delivery of core    

programs that support a more positive future for all. 

Supported with funding from the Commonwealth Govern-

ment’s Energy Efficiency Information Grants Program, 

NEEN offers our members free access to specialist energy 

efficiency information, an online Opportunity Assessment 

tool and interactive Business Case report,  NEEN+ events 

and an online learning community. It is this learning    

community approach to development and collaboration that 

sets NEEN apart from other initiatives, offering our    

members a unique opportunity to collaborate with their 

peers and make Australian communities  more resilient 

into the future. 

 

NEEN has held fully participatory launch events in every 

state and territory in Australia, culminating in the 

NEENNSW event held at Carriageworks in Sydney on July 

16th. The launch attracted leaders from community       

organisations who were keen to start a conversation 

about energy efficiency, renewables and the sustainability 

of Australian communities into the future. There was 

plenty to get excited about at the launch - not least         

tapping into the collective experience and energy of such a 

diverse group - however there were five moments that 

made it memorable for me personally. 

 U n c l e 

C h i c k a 

Madden 's 

welcome to 

c o u n t r y , 

which from the very outset connected us to the 

land and the rich stories of its traditional owners, the 

Gadigal people of the Eora Nation 

 The passion with which the NSW Minister for the 

Environment, Rob Stokes launched NEEN, admit-

ting he rescheduled commitments to be at the event 

as he is "enormously excited about what this network 

is about". He continued, sharing his conviction 

that "we have an imperative and responsibility to do 

something" and that this is an "argument about     

justice" because no matter how energy is created, 

there are costs and the shocking, unconscious waste 

in our current system needs to be addressed 

 The diversity of voices and experience captured in 

the learning community workshop. This brought into 

focus the barriers, opportunities, willingness and  

vision for an energy efficiency/sustainability learning 

community in NSW 

 Bishop George Browning's insight into the impor-

tance of narrative and the need for faith, civil and 

sc ience  communi t ie s  to  expand and 

share the narrative around environmental crises and 

drive positive change for the common good 

 The captivating performance from Indigenous cul-

tural educator, musician and poet, Gumaroy        

Newman, which somehow lifted and yet 

grounded everyone in the room simultaneously 

Having received such positive feedback and engage-

ment at our launch events, we are now focusing our        

energy on the support and development of the NEEN+ 

Learning Communities. To receive updates on 

NEEN+ Learning Community gatherings or initiatives 

in your state, please sign up to our e-Newsletter or become 

a NEEN member and connect to the (soon to 

launch) NEEN+ online community.  www.neen.org.au 

The Launch of the National Energy 

Efficiency Network (NEEN) in NSW     
by Simon Habel 

For more information contact Simon Habel at Catholic 
Earthcare.   
Simon.Habel@neen.org.au  / ph 0408 835 103  

A snapshot of the participants’ diverse profiles  

Source: Catholic EarthCare 

Source: Catholic EarthCare 

Brainstorming ideas 

http://member
http://www.neen.org.au
mailto:Simon.Habel@neen.org.au
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The Steady State Economy – A Social 

Justice Issue   by Phil Jones 

“How many workers does it take to 

change a light globe?”  

Answer: Economic growth.  

 

For some, economic growth is the 

answer to everything. Yes, it lifted 

the world out of one of the greatest 

social problems of last century, the 

Great Depression. Economic growth 

is touted as the solution to poverty, the way to    

reduce unemployment and as the means of ensuring 

adequate health, education, social security and   

enabling us to care for our environment. The cry for 

more economic growth has gone out to world    

leaders prior to their G20 meeting in November. 

  

For all of the wonders it has brought humanity, the 

question, “is infinite economic growth possible on a 

finite planet?” is now being seriously discussed not 

only by ecologist, but among Christians and fellow 

advocates of social justice. The impact of Climate 

Change on the poor, the effects of new mining   

projects on subsistence landholders, conflicts over 

potential resources are all social justice issues    

arising from our perceived need to pursue economic 

growth. 

 

The UN paper entitled “Building a Sustainable and 

Desirable Economy-in-Society-in-Nature” stresses 

that, “we are going to need an economics [sic] that 

respects planetary boundaries … and that the econ-

omy cannot grow forever on this finite planet”. 

However, it is widely accepted that without        

economic growth we have recession or worse still, 

depression.  If such were to occur as a result of the 

physical limits of our environment, economic 

growth would not be the answer. For any of us who 

care about our fellow human beings and our        

environment, this is a serious dilemma. 

 

The Sustainable Development Solutions Network, 

is presently preparing the “Sustainable Develop-

ment Goals” for the UN, a sequel to the Millennium 

Development Goals which have a deadline in 2015. 

Despite an acknowledgement of ecological plane-

tary boundaries, these goals give no recognition to a 

limit to economic growth.  As they are destined to 

have an impact on ecological and economic     

thinking in the foreseeable future, such an omission 

is considered important.  

 

Advocates of the Steady State Economy, a growing 

movement around the globe, see the features of 

such an economy as having far more maintenance 

and repair industries, far greater levels of shared 

employment, a relatively constant consumption of 

resources, stable world population and a complete 

reliance on renewable energy resources. Finance 

issues such as debt, superannuation, investment, 

savings all need consideration as we either plan for 

the Steady State Economy or have it collapse upon 

one of our future generations. 

 

In October, the “Fenner Conference” of the Austra-

lian Academy of Science will consider the question, 

“Addicted to Growth? How to move to a Steady 

State Economy in Australia?” at the University of 

NSW. It is an attempt to come to grips with some of 

the issues involved in this transition.  Economic 

writer Ross Gittins looks at it this way: 

Surely this is a task of Christian concern. 
 
* Dr Ross Gittins AM - Is a 'steady-state' economy feasible?, https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=A9F4b2N6HJU, Aug 14, 2012  

“…how would we go about reorganising the econ-

omy so that we no longer increased the throughput 

of natural resources? Well it wouldn’t be easy nor 

would it be terrifically hard. It actually represents 

nothing more than a design problem, one that the 

economics profession is well equipped to solve 

should we decide to give it that task.” * 

Relief workers in Brisbane during the 

Great Depression 

Source: Wikimedia Commons 
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The Hon. Gabrielle Upton MP Launches 

Construction of New Homes for Homeless and 

Former Foster Care Youth in Five Dock. 
 

The Minister for Family and Community Services, 

the Hon. Gabrielle Upton MP, joined CatholicCare 

Sydney and the Property Industry Foundation for a 

sod-turning ceremony on Thursday 7 August 2014, 

to mark the start of an exciting new construction for 

homeless young people in Five Dock.  

 

The event took place during Homeless Persons’ 

Week 2014, and officially launched the construction 

of two new homes for young people over 16 who 

are homeless, or have left the Foster Care (out-of-

home care) system and have nowhere to live.  

 

The homes will be built on properties – at 59 and 61 

Barnstaple Road, Five Dock – bequeathed by the 

late Rose Gallagher (1916-2008), a former Five 

Dock resident who wished for her Estate to benefit 

young people at risk of homelessness, and emotional 

and physical abuse.  

 

Totalling 701.8 sqm, the properties will be the site 

of two new single storey dwellings that will provide 

a safe place to stay for young people facing 

homelessness. The homes will be operated by 

CatholicCare’s youth homelessness program, 

ALIVE, which offers education, living skills 

training and social programs for vulnerable youth.  

Minister Upton, who was joined by the Member for 

Drummoyne John Sidoti, 

said there was a critical 

s h o r t a g e  o f 

accommodation for 

disadvantaged young 

people in the Inner West.  

“These homes will give 

back a vision for the 

future that youth in our 

community are entitled 

to,” she said.  

 

CatholicCare Sydney 

CEO, Bernard Boerma, 

said the construction will 

make a big difference 

for young people who 

are homeless or have left 

care and feel like there is 

nowhere to turn.  

 

“These are teenagers attempting to transition into 

adulthood without the emotional, financial and social 

support they need to be successful,” said Mr Boerma. 

“Young people leaving Foster Care face unique 

challenges and often go unnoticed. The Rose Gallagher 

Project will give them the opportunity to achieve 

independent living and live the life they want to.”  

 

Construction is expected to be completed by June 2015.  

    New homes for the youth  

CatholicCare Sydney media release (22 August 2014) 

CatholicCare CEO Bernard Boerma 

with Minister Gabrielle Upton 

Source: CatholicCare 

Sydney Vinnies Youth has involve-

ment from not only Young Adults but 

also from many primary and high 

school students from across Sydney that are doing 

their bit to provide companionship and support to 

those we serve. 

           Currently we have 84 primary schools that are 

involved with our Mini Vinnies program. Mini     

Vinnies are Young Vincentians who form a Social 

Justice group within their school learning and    

growing together on their journey to raise awareness 

of Social Justice whilst having fun and learning new 

skills at the same time. Groups range from Kindergar-

ten to Year 6, working together to SEE, THINK & 

DO good work to help others in need within their 

community and beyond! 

Vinnies Youth by St Vincent de Paul Society  

           At present we have 29 high schools involved 

with Vinnies Youth and our programs. Similar to the 

Mini Vinnies, high school students are also encouraged 

to SEE, THINK & DO and one way of doing this is to 

participate in our programs, from Brekky Van to Bud-

dies’ Days to Green Team. All programs lead back to 

our mission to create a just and compassionate Society.   

           Students and schools are also involved in making 

packs for the homeless, participating in learning work-

shops on a variety of Social Justice issues and doing a 

wide range of activities and learning about those we can 

help and how we can make an unmistakable difference.  

           St Vincent de Paul was started by a youth and the 

good works are being continued by the youth of today! 

To find out more, contact Vinnies Youth Officer    

Kaye Joyce: kayej@sydneyvinnies.org  

mailto:kayej@sydneyvinnies.org
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JUSTICE AND PEACE OFFICE IS AN AGENCY 

OF THE CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF SYD-

NEY. THE OFFICE PROMOTES JUSTICE, 

PEACE, ECOLOGY AND DEVELOPMENT 

THROUGH EDUCATIONAL,  

COLLABORATIVE AND ADVISORY ACTIVITIES 

BASED ON THE SOCIAL TEACHING OF THE  

CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

JUSTICE AND PEACE OFFICE  

CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY 

LEVEL 12, POLDING CENTRE,  

133 LIVERPOOL STREET, SYDNEY 2000 

 

TELEPHONE 9390 5935 

STEPHANIE.LAN@SYDNEYCATHOLIC.ORG 

QWAYNE.GUEVARA@SYDNEYCATHOLIC.ORG 

What’s on around Sydney 

We’re looking for volunteers! If you are interested in offering your time and talents to the work of the office,  

contact our Justice and Peace Promoter, Fr. Peter Smith at peter.smith@sydneycatholic.org 

 

 

In March of this year, 

Sydney witnessed 1300 

people gather in solidarity at Town Hall to launch 

the Sydney Alliance 2015 NSW election campaign. 

The assembly, which included 300 Catholics, 

ranged from religious leaders to unions, commu-

nity workers to school students.  Together we 

launched a citizens agenda for the common good, a 

year-long action working towards changes in     

affordable housing, transport and more accessible 

jobs for disadvantaged communities. 

          Now, we are building momentum by holding 

local assemblies around Sydney over the coming 

months. The Sutherland St George district, with 

support from the Catholic Archdiocese, kicks off 

the action with the first district assembly on      

September 24. Two hundred people will gather at 

St Catherine Laboure Primary School in Gymea to 

secure commitment from the NSW Government, 

including NSW Transport Minister Gladys  

Berejiklian, to work towards more affordable trans-

port and housing.  

       Join us to demand justice and fairness in the 

city that we all call our home. 

Palestine Israel  

Ecumenical Network 
 

Speaking for a peaceful future: A Palestinian 

woman visits Australia 

The Palestine Israel Ecumenical Network and 

World Vision are hosting Arda Aghazarian, an 

Armenian Christian woman from Jerusalem in 

Australia in September and October.  Growing 

up through violence and military occupation, 

Arda has become an advocate for justice and 

peace in the Holy Land.    She will be speaking 

at many events throughout Australia, including 

several in Sydney.   We ask parishes to please 

promote.   

An updated event listing is available at 

www.pien.org.au. 

Pacific Calling  

Partnership Event 
 

Title: What is the latest in Pacific 

       Island Climate Campaigning? 

Sub Title:  Stories and experiences from the 

      frontline of climate change. A chance to learn 

      from our neighbours 

Date: Monday 22nd September 11am - 1pm 

       Followed by lunch 

Venue: Edmund Rice Centre, 15 Henley Road, 

       Homebush West   

       (5 minutes from Flemington Station). 

RSVP: RSVP for catering to  

        maritami@erc.org.au by Friday 19th   

        September 

Entry: Entry by donation 

When: Wednesday September 24th 2014 

            7pm-9pm 

Where: St Catherine Laboure Primary School 

              Hall: 123 Gymea Bay Road, Gymea 

              NSW 2227 

Leading from the South 

Sutherland St George Assembly 

You can register by following the link:  

http://www.sydneyalliance.org.au/south  

or contact us at the Justice and Peace Office! 

http://www.pien.org.au
mailto:maritami@erc.org.au
http://www.sydneyalliance.org.au/south

