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A Prayer for Nuclear Disarmament 

Lord of all creation, make us instruments of your peace. 

Let us learn the lessons of the past, and put an end to  

nuclear weapons. 

Where there is hatred, let us sow love. 

May our love for each other and for all of your creation 

leave no place for making or owning weapons of mass  

destruction. 

Where there is injury, let us be bearers of your healing 

and pardon. 

May we create paths to dialogue, understanding and  

reconciliation. 

Where there is doubt, let us foster faith in you. 

 

May we let the weapons fall from our hands and know 

that you are God. 

Where there is despair, let us hold up hope. 

May our lives reflect your love in the face of violence, 

knowing that love is stronger than death. 

Where there is darkness, let us be bearers of your light. 

May our choices show that peace is possible. 

Where there is sadness, let us bring the joy of the Gospel. 

Amen. 

 

- Australian Catholic Bishops Conference  

Office for Social Justice 
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Dear Readers,  

 

As we write to you this month we perhaps live in a time of even more 

uncertainty and distress than when the first round of COVID-19 re-

strictions were announced. We were doing so well as a city, state and 

country so to see an increase in cases can be very unsettling. Howev-

er, once again it highlights the importance of just how connected we 

are as a human family and how the what might seem like minor ac-

tions on the part of one person can have a profound impact on the 

lives of many. We take some inspiration from Pope Francis and live in 

hope at this time while we all continue to do the right thing ourselves 

 

In this issue we have a reflection on the current social justice state-

ment, especially as the coronavirus pandemic has meant that it has become far more rele-

vant than before. This includes a wrap up of our diocesan social justice contacts gathering 

which for the first time ever took place on zoom.  

 

We share some words of wisdom and encouragement 

from the Catholic Bishops of Japan as we approach the 

75th Anniversary of the end of World War II and the bomb-

ings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. We also share with you 

the beginnings of our efforts to encourage nuclear dis-

armament and invite you to join us.  

 

We update you on some of the excellent work that has 

been done by Catholic entities in Australia in the fight 

against modern slavery including Archbishop Fisher’s call 

on the NSW Government to stop dragging their feet and 

enact the NSW Modern Slavery Act which was passed 

two years ago. 

 

We also invite you to start thinking about and take part in the Season of Creation (1 Septem-

ber –4 October) during this very special Laudato Si’ anniversary year. A reflection also high-

lights how important it is for non-indigenous Australians to ask for forgiveness from and work to-

wards reconciliation with our Indigenous brothers and sisters who have been so badly harmed. 

 

We also provide you with a Reflection from the Backroom of the Frontline of the Jesuit Refugee 

Service as they struggle to feed 800 people a week.  

 

And as always we give you an overview of what various groups and parishes have been doing 

around the diocese. If there is something you would like us to get involved in or want us to 

know about your fabulous work, please get in touch.  

 

Blessings, 

JPO Team 

  

 

“Hope is thus the virtue that in-
spires us and keeps us moving 
forward, even when obstacles 
seem insurmountable... We 

need to pursue a genuine frater-
nity based on our common 

origin from God and exercised 
in dialogue and mutual trust. ” 

- Pope Francis,  
World Day of Peace Message 2020
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When the Australian Catholic Bishops 

Conference discerned the theme of 

the 2019-20 Social Justice Statement 

“Making it Real: Genuine Human En-

counter in Our Digital World” no one 

could have anticipated the new sig-

nificance that theme would have 

taken on in light of the coronavirus 

pandemic. Our increased interac-

tions in the digital world have impli-

cations not just for Australia, but for 

every other country and almost eve-

ry human being. A year ago we 

would never have thought that we 

would be using the digital environ-

ment for everything from family reun-

ions to social justice gatherings to 

praying the Mass through livestream 

(even for Easter!) 

 

In some ways, we should be grateful that that this pandemic struck now rather than 20 years ago be-

cause people are far more digitally connected now than they were then. One advantage that the 

lockdown has had is that without people travelling to see each other, it enables people to actually 

spend more time face to face (albeit via a digital medium). While digital conversations are no substi-

tute for in person human contact, the time of lockdown has enabled brand new connections to be 

formed in the digital space and allowed a strengthening of face to face relationships that were just be-

ginning or had fallen by the wayside. In one way, this pandemic has served to draw the worldwide hu-

man family closer together through the internet because with more webinars and meetings being held 

online people have a chance to participate in fora from all around the world which prior to COVID-19, 

they would only have managed to do at great expense and inconvenience to themselves and the 

planet.  

 

In inspiring stories of human connection through digital means to come out of the pandemic, there is 

this story of a man from Sydney who did not know a single one of his neighbours before lockdown be-

gan but now not only knows almost his whole street, they have also been lending assistance to one an-

other. This article from the Diocese of Charleston highlights the numerous ways that priests and parish-

ioners have been using new and old technology to reach out to people for their spiritual and practical 

needs, especially for the vulnerable. Numerous parishes in Melbourne have also reached out to people 

in their congregations and beyond using internet, email, zoom as well as a letterbox drop to everyone 

in the vicinity, regardless of whether they are Catholic. Several parishes around Sydney have had similar 

initiatives.  

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-06-04/coronavirus-led-to-sydney-man-meeting-90-neighbours/12308918
https://themiscellany.org/2020/03/20/parishes-find-alternative-ways-to-reach-out-spiritually-to-their-flocks/
http://melbournecatholic.org.au/Melbourne-News/ArtMID/453/ArticleID/24428/New-ways-parishes-are-reaching-out
https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholiccare-urgent-need-for-volunteers-during-covid/
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One intriguing consequence of 

almost exclusively interacting 

with people online is that it 

means we have to be more in-

tentional about the relationships 

we foster. We have to make ap-

pointments to talk to people 

over zoom as we are not going 

to bump into someone in the 

local café or the corridor 

(although you could unexpect-

edly meet someone in a larger 

zoom room and message them 

privately). However, in an in-

tensely digital world, so much of 

that natural human connection 

is lost.  

 

Because of this, we should all still 

be acutely aware of the digital 

divide and realise that with zero 

or restricted personal contact 

those who were physically or so-

cially isolated before, may have 

become even more isolated 

when lockdown restrictions were 

at their strongest.  

 

However, the pandemic has highlighted like never before the importance of human connection and 

there has been a heightened awareness of the digital divide precisely because of the pandemic.  

 

In response, there have been numerous initiatives to reach out through other means to those who 

would be particularly isolated due to the digital divide. There have also been an increase in people 

and organisations who are helping those caught on the wrong side, to bridge the digital divide. 

 

Before the pandemic, inspired by the statement, the Ballarat Diocesan Social Justice Commission and 

the Catholic Education Office Ballarat organised educational experiences for both primary and sec-

ondary school students that encouraged them to take the information in the statement and turn it into 

action. A Police Officer was invited to speak to primary school students about cyber safety and the im-

portance of keeping personal details private.  Secondary school students were interviewed about their 

views about online interactions and how this impacts their emotional well being. They themselves identi-

fied the importance of personal interactions rather than online ones. The secondary students designed 

and shared fridge magnets encouraging children to “Turn Off Tuesdays” and have more genuine con-

versations with the people around them. This initiative encouraged students to discuss how much time 

everyone really spends online.  

 

It is now more than ever that people need love and human connection, while maintaining all neces-

sary health precautions. The 2019-2020 Social Justice Statement called on faithful Catholics to be active 

citizens in shaping the digital world. This takes on a renewed and more important focus with the digital 

world now having many more sojourners and inhabitants and  than it did a year ago and the digital 

world becoming a more integral part of life for individuals, families, parishes, communities, and coun-

tries. And as we try to shape a better digital world, we should also be aware that, despite its increasing 

importance, the digital world is still only a part of the real world and we should also turn our attentions to 

reshaping the real world especially as the real world will also look very different after the pandemic.  

 

https://www.sbs.com.au/news/three-kids-and-no-computer-the-families-hit-hardest-by-australia-s-school-closures
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 In February 2020, in 

S y d n e y ,  I C A N 

(International Cam-

paign to Abolish Nucle-

ar Weapons) and the 

Uniting Church in Aus-

tralia hosted an inter-

faith roundtable meet-

ing on nuclear dis-

armament and the UN 

Treaty on the Prohibi-

tion of Nuclear Weap-

ons. The meeting was 

called to discuss the 

role faith-based com-

munities can play in 

b r o a d e n i n g  a n d 

strengthening the cam-

paign for Australia to 

join the treaty.  

 

The meeting was opened by Dr Deidre Palmer, President of the Uniting Church in Australia Assembly, 

noting their long history of opposition to nuclear weapons and commitment to peace movements. 

UCA’s support for the treaty is set out in the 2019 “Vision for a just Australia”. 

 

ICAN partners Pax Christi Australia, Edmund Rice Centre, Quakers Australia, Christians for Peace, New-

castle, and Soka Gakkai International joined the discussion, along with representatives from the Catho-

lic Archdiocese of Sydney, the Salvation Army, Buddhist Council of NSW, Jewish Voices for Peace, Do-

minican Sisters, the NSW Jewish Board of Deputies, NSW Ecumenical Council, Catholic Religious Austral-

ia, Australian Red Cross and the Australian Centre for Christianity and Culture. 

 

ICAN Australia Ambassador Robert Tickner noted that the integrity and persuasion of faith groups was 

very important to compel the Coalition Government to join the treaty banning anti-personnel 

landmines in 1997. Hollie Johnston, IHL adviser from Australian Red Cross, detailed how nuclear weap-

ons breach the laws of war because they cannot distinguish between civilians and military targets, 

cause unnecessary harm and suffering as well as widespread and severe damage to the environment. 

Peter Hooton of the Australian Centre for Christianity and Culture swiftly debunked the myths promul-

gated by the Australian Government regarding nuclear weapons and the nuclear weapon ban treaty. 

Other topics of discussion included the role of religious organisations in Pacific resistance to nuclear test-

ing, nuclear disarmament as a humanitarian issue and collaborative campaign initiatives in this 75th 

year since the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

 

This article and image were reproduced from the ICAN Website, with thanks: https://icanw.org.au/

interfaith-roundtable-on-nuclear-disarmament/. 

 

The Interfaith Service to commemorate the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki as well as to pray for 

a world free of nuclear weapons will take place on Thursday 6th August 2020, at 6:00pm via zoom. 

Please register here: https://actionnetwork.org/events/interfaith-service-for-nuclear-disarmament. 

https://www.assembly.uca.org.au/news/item/2982-our-vision-for-a-just-australia
https://icanw.org.au/partners
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This year, which opened just after Pope Francis’ visit to Japan in 2019, is the 75th anniversary of the Bat-

tle of Okinawa, the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the end of the Second World War, 

and the founding of the United Nations. The world is now in an uncertain situation where we face a new 

Cold War, an unstable situation in East Asia, the nuclear threat, and the global environmental crisis. 

 

At the exit of the Okinawa Peace Memorial Museum is inscribed “Musubi no Kotoba” (the final word) 

which includes the following: “It is certainly human beings who cause war, but are we not also the ones 

who can put a stop to it? .… This is our unshakeable conviction, learned at great price.”...Today in re-

sponse to the appeal of Okinawans who hate all war and value life, and offering prayers for all war vic-

tims as we reflect on the Tower of Souls, let us renew our determination to seek and take action for 

peace. 

 

The heart of the Okinawan song “Nuchido Takara” (life is a treas-

ure) which affirms that nothing is more valuable than human life 

resonates with the theme of Pope Francis’ visit to Japan, Protect 

All Life: “Our world, teeming with life and beauty, is above all a 

precious gift of the Creator.” “Genuine care for our own lives 

and our relationships with nature is inseparable from fraternity, 

justice and faithfulness to others” (Laudato Si’, 70). Therefore, no 

one should start war, no matter what the rationale may be. We 

Christians resonate with the cries of Okinawans and the words of 

Pope Francis, appealing for the abandoning of war and perma-

nent peace. Peace with all is God’s wish.  

 

Thirty-nine years ago in February 1981, Pope John Paul II, proclaimed this powerful message in Hiroshima: 

“War is the work of man. War is the destruction of human life. War is death. … To remember the past is to 

commit oneself to the future. … Let us promise our fellow human beings that we will work untiringly for 

disarmament and the banishing of all nuclear weapons.”  In response to this appeal, the following year 

the Japanese bishops instituted an annual “Ten Days for Peace” (August 6-15) to reflect about and pray 

for peace and began to speak forthrightly on issues of peace and human rights.  

 

Later in Hiroshima [Pope Francis] said, “the use of atomic energy for purposes of war is today, more than 

ever, a crime not only against the dignity of human beings but against any possible future for our com-

mon home. The use of atomic energy for purposes of war is immoral, just as the possessing of nuclear 

weapons is immoral.”  The pope’s call is intended for all people.  

 

In this year’s World Day of Peace message, Pope Francis says that the journey to peace is “a journey of 

hope in the face of obstacles and trial.” “It is a patient effort to seek truth and justice, to honor the 

memory of victims and to open the way, step by step, to a shared hope stronger than the desire for 

vengeance.” And so, “Hope is thus the virtue that inspires us and keeps us moving forward, even when 

obstacles seem insurmountable.” Along with the virtue of hope, “We need to pursue a genuine fraterni-

ty based on our common origin from God and exercised in dialogue and mutual trust. The desire for 

peace lies deep within the human heart.” As St. Paul tells us, “Let the peace of Christ rule in your 

hearts” (Colossians 3:15).  

 

The above are excerpts from the Catholic Bishops Conference of Japan “75 Years after the War – A 

Peace Message from the Catholic Bishops of Japan Protect all life Peace is the path of hope”: https://

www.cbcj.catholic.jp/2020/06/23/20859/. 

To join in the 10 days for Prayer for Peace: see the Office for Social Justice website: https://

socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2020/07/03/10-days-for-peace-prayer-for-nuclear-disarmament/. 

 

To remember the past is to 
commit oneself to the future 
… Let us promise our fellow 
human beings that we will 

work untiringly for disarma-
ment and the banishing of all 

nuclear weapons. 
- Pope St John Paul II  
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Many of you have been familiar with the Sydney Alli-

ance for a while and some of you are just beginning 

to be acquainted with them by joining one of their 

local organising teams or one of their campaigns.  

 

Over the last few months the Sydney Alliance has 

been particularly active in forming local organising 

teams, advocating on behalf of temporary visa hold-

ers (who have been left out of Federal Government 

support such as JobKeeper and JobSeeker), interna-

tional students, migrant workers and people seeking 

asylum and refugees. While many people have been 

suffering some detrimental effects from the corona-

virus pandemic, these groups of people are particu-

larly vulnerable so the Sydney Alliance has been ac-

tive in advocating on behalf of them as well as em-

powering them to act for change themselves.  

 

Through a generous donation, the Sydney Alliance is in the process of organising two placements for 

those with lived experience of seeking asylum or who are fleeing harm to gain paid work experience in 

community organising. 

 

In the last few months the Sydney Alliance has expanded 

to 28 teams including over 400 leaders (several of them 

new) from a diverse coalition of organisations from around 

Sydney and beyond. Some of the successes the Sydney 

Alliance has been instrumental in achieving has been 

$7million funding for Red Cross to distribute to vulnerable 

people on temporary visas, $20million in Support for Interna-

tional Students and $6 million dollars for temporary visa 

holders in NSW. In relation to the Housing Consultation Strat-

egy that the NSW Government recently conducted, more 

than 25 Sydney Alliance members and partner organisa-

tions put in submissions.  

 

At the moment there are Sydney Alliance Local Organising all over Sydney.  If you would like to join one 

of these local organising teams or better yet start your own, please get in touch.  

 

If you would like to learn more about the Sydney Alliance and be trained in their methods of organising, 

please consider attending their training which will be held online in August. Their training is free for pa-

rishioners within the Archdiocese of Sydney.  

 

For an understanding of how the Sydney Alliance has been organising and advocating for vulnerable 

people during the pandemic you may be interested in the episode “COVID-19 Religion and Democra-

cy” in the Virtues of Our Times podcast series from the Institute of Ethics and Society from the University of 

Notre Dame Australia.  

 

If you would like to be involved in any Sydney Alliance initiatives please contact 

ruth.moraes@sydneycatholic.org.  

 

Politics, though often deni-
grated, remains a lofty voca-
tion and one of the highest 

forms of charity, inasmuch as 
it seeks the common good. 

Pope Francis,  
Evangelii Gaudium, 205.  

Image: Sydney Alliance 

https://soundcloud.com/notredame-1/covid-19-religion-and-democracy
https://soundcloud.com/notredame-1/covid-19-religion-and-democracy
mailto:ruth.moraes@sydneycatholic.org
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Just prior to the World Day against Trafficking in Persons 2020 (30 Ju-

ly), the Australian Catholic Anti-Slavery Network (ACAN) released its 

first annual report entitled Eradication of Modern Slavery: Catholic 

Action in Australia. The report highlighting that the coronavirus pan-

demic has exacerbated the risk of modern slavery in Australia, par-

ticularly for those who are already vulnerable. ACAN, which is coor-

dinated by the Anti-Slavery Taskforce of the Archdiocese of Sydney 

formed in December 2019 and is made up of 32 Catholic entities 

including dioceses, schools, universities and organisations across the 

finance and investment, health, aged care and welfare sectors. 

 

In an address for the launch of the report Archbishop Fisher called 

out the NSW Government for  "stalling for time" after having de-

clared the law [NSW Modern Slavery Act 2018] a "moral imperative" 

in 2018. "Disgrace and dishonour it has been that for many years our 

community was blind, deaf and mute to the problem of modern 

slavery and human trafficking," he said. "But how much more dis-

graceful and dishonourable after it has publicly recognised this evil, 

moved to eradicate it from our supply chains and by other action, 

and then thwarted such measures apparently so businesses and 

consumers may continue to benefit from slavery.” 

The report recognized: “ACAN warns that migrants, refugees and temporary visa holders now find them-

selves in increasingly insecure work because of the current economic downturn.” John McCarthy, Chair 

of the Anti-Slavery Taskforce and Australia’s former Ambassador to the Vatican stated: “This work is more 

critical than ever at a time when the risk of modern slavery has been exacerbated by the COVID-19 

pandemic since those at greatest risk of exploitation, such as migrants, refugees and temporary visa 

holders find themselves in increasingly insecure work because of the current economic downturn” said  

 

To promote closer collaboration across the Catholic sector, 32 Modern Slavery Liaison Officers (MSLO) 

have been nominated by each ACAN entity, with the MSLOs meeting monthly as a group and regularly 

with the Anti-Slavery Taskforce executive to discuss implementation of the risk management program. 

 

The report highlights the impetus behind ACAN “ACAN participating entities are united in the belief that 

action against modern slavery is fundamental to Catholic Social Teaching. So too is the protection of 

the life and dignity of workers trapped in modern slavery everywhere.” (Page 11). ACAN’s objective is to 

“Eradicate modern slavery in all its forms from the operations and supply chains of Catholic entities in 

Australia.” So far they have analysed 2075 suppliers for risks of modern slavery and analysed $3.18billion 

dollars of expenditure.  

 

ACAN has also been helping its members prepare their first Modern Slavery Statements, due next year, 

as a requirement under the Modern Slavery Act 2018 (Cth).This year the UN World Day against Traffick-

ing in Persons is dedicated to honouring those on the frontline in providing counselling and support to 

the victims of human trafficking including social workers, law enforcement officers and healthcare pro-

fessionals.  

 

We call on the NSW Government to enact this legislation now. Please get active my emailing and calling 

your NSW MP and the Premier to implement the  NSW Modern Slavery Act immediately.  

These events were also covered in the Sydney Morning Herald and The Catholic Weekly. 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5dede3c267a5b420e84bcc73/t/5f20e316de5a256ee15790da/1595991006944/ACAN-2019-2020_Annual-Report_A4.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5dede3c267a5b420e84bcc73/t/5f20e316de5a256ee15790da/1595991006944/ACAN-2019-2020_Annual-Report_A4.pdf
https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/catholic-archbishop-slams-failure-to-act-on-slavery-as-a-disgrace-20200729-p55gkp.html
https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/archbishop-slams-nsw-government-on-anti-slavery-failure/
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As Black Lives Matter protests have gone on across Australia amid escalating controversy non-

Indigenous Australians are all challenged to account for our own behaviour, our own privilege 

and ask how we have benefited from living on stolen lands. Make no mistake, this land was 

never Terra Nullius. It always was and always will be Aboriginal land.  

 

What follows is an example of eight organisations representing psychologists have issued a 

public statement committing to action on racism. Reading the statement I’m reminded of the 

call out in the Uluru Statement from the Heart, that truth telling is essential for our communities 

and nation to begin to recover from the brutalising impacts of a violent colonisation.  

 

The impacts of colonisation on First Nations people is clear in the theft of land, family, culture, 

language and agency. What is less clear is that non-Indigenous Australians continue to live al-

ienated from a land taken by force. To live in right relationship with First Nations people and this 

land itself, we need to recognise that we are have profited from the theft of land, resources 

and power. We have power because it was taken by force by our forebears.  

 

The truth is we can’t shrug our shoulders and say that the past has no claim on us, that a 

“black armband history” is not for us, as we try to pursue a “relaxed and comfortable” life built 

on denial and disavowal. This won’t do anymore because it is a lie. 

We are stalked by our past both personally and as a nation. 

 

I am constantly bought up short by the generosity and compassion of so many First Nations 

people. People who have waited so long and suffered so much as non-Indigenous Australia 

struggles to find the courage and humility to admit we stand in deficit. We stand in need of for-

giveness for all the harm done by commission and omission. We wait to be welcomed home to 

a country we have lived in for over 200 years.  

 

It is time to recognise the violent colonisation of this beautiful old country needs to stop. We 

need to say sorry for the harm we have done and make restitution for what was stolen and 

damaged. We desperately need forgiveness from First Nations people. 

 

The statement, Black Lives Matter: Psychologists take a stand against racism, was led by The 

Australian Indigenous Psychologists Association, and includes the Australian Psychological Soci-

ety, The Australian Psychology Accreditation Council, Heads of departments and Schools of 

Psychology Australia, Institute of Clinical Psychologists, Association of Counselling Psychologists, 

the Australian Clinical Psychology Association and the Institute of Private Practising Psycholo-

gists. 

 

It is time for all us to imagine what our own statement would say and how would we take a 

stand against a racism that poisons all of us? 

 

 

 

https://www.psychology.org.au/getmedia/dece6e26-f3a9-4b1a-bc55-3abdab03293d/APS-Black-Lives-Matter-position-statement-Psychologists-take-a-stand-against-racism_1.pdf
https://www.psychology.org.au/getmedia/dece6e26-f3a9-4b1a-bc55-3abdab03293d/APS-Black-Lives-Matter-position-statement-Psychologists-take-a-stand-against-racism_1.pdf
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In the absence of Federal Gov-

ernment support for people 

seeking asylum during COVID-19, 

people from across the commu-

nity pitch in to ensure that no in-

dividual, child, or family is left be-

hind. Without our volunteers, JRS 

Australia would not be able to 

provide critical support to peo-

ple seeking asylum, refugees 

and migrants in vulnerable situa-

tions. Volunteers pack and deliv-

er food, organise community 

support drives, and raise aware-

ness of the issues in their commu-

nities and with their local deci-

sion makers. We are privileged 

enough to hear from Marianne 

Dwyer about her experiences as 

a volunteer during this time. 

It was a Sunday night in mid-March when I texted Maeve and said that I was feeling a little 

nervous with Covid-19 sniffing around. We had a discussion and it was no big deal. No one 

could have anticipated the avalanche that was about to take place. My daughter, Emily, was 

returning from overseas the following Friday and we isolated for 2 weeks. When I returned to 

Westmead, one of JRS Australia’s community centres, life had drastically changed  

I am in my sixth year as a Wednesday morning foodbank volunteer with JRS Australia. Over the 

years, my role has changed greatly. I would say now there is no more ‘my role’, but rather to-

gether it is ‘ready, set, go!’. 

Pre-COVID, I would arrive at Westmead and say hi to everyone. People would start arriving for 

foodbank, interviews, gardening, mums and bubs group, English classes, or maybe just to 

hangout. Each week in foodbank, our numbers were growing. 

Foodbank was set up like a shop. As people would come and access it, you got to know very 

well the crowd favourite ‘buys’; it might be chickpeas, basmati rice or tinned tomatoes, and 

the excitement of if there were onions or fresh cucumbers was always such a joy. 

I always loved the chat about what our friends might now cook that night for a family dinner, 

and to hear the review of how it went when they came back the next week (or fortnight). 

Image: Marrianne and her daughter Emily, with thanks to JRS 
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COVID has robbed us of ‘the chat’ and much more. It is now all about the race – getting food 

out to people as quickly as we can, so no one is left behind. The first thing I noticed on my re-

turn after 2 weeks isolation was that the gate was closed. You had to ring to be let in, and only 

staff, volunteers and registered visitors were allowed in. 

Those first weeks were crazy. The numbers of people 

needing help seemed to be growing exponentially 

but sadly this was not being met by the same rate of 

donations. Supermarkets had limits on the number of 

items anyone could purchase, for example, tins of to-

matoes and chickpeas, and bags of rice. Our gener-

ous donors were struggling to get for their own fami-

lies, let alone have some to share with JRS. Our sup-

plies were low, and we spent many hours going from 

shop to shop trying to source basic products. Those 

first weeks were very hard but somehow, we always 

managed to have enough to make bags to send out, 

even if they were just the basics. 

As the needs of foodbank support at JRS Australia has become more well known, it has been 

amazing to see people’s kindness and generosity come to the fore. Huge deliveries from com-

munity organisations such as Addison Road Community Centre, schools and parishes started to 

arrive daily – you’ll never know what you’ll find at 9am on a Wednesday at JRS but there is no 

greater feeling than when the shelves are looking empty and a car pulls up full of donations for 

us. 

It’s a lot about being practical, thinking creatively and trying to be fair with the donations that 

need to be spread across so many. In the back of your mind you are aware of what different 

people would love in their deliveries, but sadly you don’t know who you are packing for. You 

do your best and hope that maybe those tins of tomatoes and chickpeas will create some-

thing special for dinner that night. 

You imagine that the little extra chocolate you packed in brings a smile to the face of the per-

son at the other end. The staff at JRS Australia have been amazing. Everyone just jumps in and 

helps; packing, unpacking, sorting, carrying boxes – whatever needs to be done. To complete-

ly flip the support model in such a short time is an amazing feat, and the team have done an 

awesome job setting up the infrastructure so that people can continue to be supported. 

It is a race, that is for sure! However, there are no winners, and the only real loser is if someone 

has been left behind. 

Ready, set, go! 

 

This reflection was first published on the Jesuit Refugee Service Australia website on 24 July 

2020, republished here with thanks. This video shows how the JRS Foodbank operates and this 

link lets people know how they can help. 

“Those first weeks were cra-
zy. The numbers of people 
needing help seemed to be 
growing exponentially but 

sadly this was not being met 
by the same rate of dona-

tions.” 
- Marriane, JRS Volunteer 

https://jrs.org.au/reflections-of-a-volunteer-the-back-room-of-the-frontline/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=293160638622911
http://jrs.org.au/how-to-help-refugees-and-people-seeking-…
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The Season of Creation is an ecumenical collaboration dedicated to prayer and action from 1 Septem-

ber (which Pope Francis has designated the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation) to 4 October 

to protect and care for all of creation. If you have not been involved in the Season of Creation before, 

this is the perfect year to start. Why?  

 

Five years ago, Pope Francis issued his encyclical Laudato Si’ on care for our common home which 

overwhelmingly focuses on the importance of caring for creation. This year, to celebrate the 5th Anniver-

sary of Laudato Si’ Pope Francis called for a special Laudato Si’ Anniversary Week from 17-24 May 2020 

as there is more need to care for our environment than ever before because of the “precarious state of 

our common home”. During the Laudato Si’ Anniversary Week Pope Francis called for a Laudato Si’ An-

niversary Year beginning on 24 May 2020. At the end of the Laudato Si Anniversary Year the Vatican will 

launch a “Laudato Si” Action Platform that will simultaneously address seven areas of interest for a peri-

od of seven years. These areas are families, dioceses, schools, universities, hospitals, businesses and reli-

gious orders. 

 

So if you have not been involved in the Season for Creation before, this is the year to start! In his Angelus 

Address at the beginning of Laudato Si’ Week, Pope Francis said: “In these times of the pandemic, in 

which we are more aware of the importance of care for our common home, I hope that all the com-

mon reflection and commitment may help to create and strengthen constructive attitudes for the care 

of creation.” One point of encouragement from the pandemic is that we can see how rapidly changes 

in human behaviour can have a positive effect on our environment.  

 

The Global Catholic Climate Movement held a webinar 

in early June in preparation for the Season of Creation 

and you can watch it again here. One of the presenters 

was Father Joshtrom Kureethadam, the coordinator of 

the sector of ecology and creation at the Vatican’s 

Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development, 

who said  that Christians should use the Season of Crea-

tion to “acknowledge our sins, our sins to the land and 

creation, and our sins to our brothers and sisters.”  

 

At the beginning of the Laudato Si’ Anniversary Year,  

Father  Kureethadam, also said “All these crises can be 

an opportunity, a moment of grace to begin anew and 

build a world together, responding to the invitation of 

Pope Francis.”  He also recognised how through the 

Covid-19 crisis we have all come to realise how 

“interdependent and interconnected” we all are and 

the need for us to work together in solidarity to build a 

new world.  

 

The Season of Creation puts together a celebration 

guide which contains prayer resources, information as 

well as practical calls to action which you can use. You 

might be interested in these specific resources and ide-

as from the Irish Catholic Bishops Conference. For more 

about the Laudato Si’ Special Anniversarly year, click 

here.  

 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2020-05/laudato-si-5-years-week-year-celebration-interview-kureethadam.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K7c_1NZr8xg&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ARDojjURVRIYzj8EHlx4tlo9eaDo-bfh/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ARDojjURVRIYzj8EHlx4tlo9eaDo-bfh/view
https://www.catholicbishops.ie/2020/07/15/season-of-creation-2020/
http://passthrough.fw-notify.net/download/180838/http:/www.humandevelopment.va/content/dam/sviluppoumano/documenti/FINAL%20EN%20-%20Laudato%20si'%20Anniv%20Year%202020-2021.pdf
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On 25 July 2020 represent-

atives from almost all the 

diocesan equivalents of 

the Justice and Peace 

Office met over Zoom to 

delve into the new social 

justice statement and to 

share about the work we 

have been doing over 

the last year. This meeting 

usually takes place in per-

son and over a weekend 

and in addition to provid-

ing an in depth analysis of 

the social justice state-

ment, it also provides a 

good opportunity to build 

professional and personal 

relationships – over excel-

lent food and drink!  

 

Due to the current coronavirus restrictions, especially considering that people join in from almost every 

corner of Australia, this year the only way we could meet was electronically. In some ways this was a 

blessing in disguise as it enabled people to join who might not otherwise be able to travel or to spare a 

whole weekend. Despite working through some minor technical glitches and being aware of those that 

might need a little more assistance with technology the overwhelming response was that the gathering 

was incredibly valuable. There were also many requests that we make the most of the current circum-

stances and use technology to meet more frequently than once a year – in the hope that our bonds will 

be much stronger than if we just met once a year.  

 

A highlight of this weekend is always hearing what is going on in the other dioceses so this is a brief sum-

mary. Almost all the representatives, like us, work on the issues of poverty and homelessness, assisting 

people seeking asylum and refugees and advocating for them, educating people about Laudato Si’ 

and finding practical ways to implement it, raising awareness of modern slavery and trying to eliminate 

it from their supply chains as well as working towards reconciliation with Indigenous Australians.  

 

Some diocese have implemented a particular ministry to assisting those who have just left prison to inte-

grate better into the community whether they are adults or juveniles, another diocese organised to in-

terview their MPs about proposed climate change legislation and another is organsing visits to MPs to 

advocate on behalf of those left behind during the Covid-19 pandemic.  

 

In relation to the statement one diocese, got the Police to speak about the dangers of Cyberbullying 

and started “Turn off Tuesday” to encourage youth to turn off their devices and have real conversations 

with people. Hearing about these an all the other actions people were taking were inspiring and en-

couraging as we all know that advocacy for justice and peace are going to take on several more di-

mensions and challenges as we move into a post coronavirus world.  

 

The Social Justice Statement for 2020-21 is entitled “Life to the Full: Mental Health in Australia Today” and 

will be released in the first week of August on the Office for Social Justice website to enable parishes to 

prepare for Social Justice Sunday on 30 August 2020.  

Image: Australian Catholic Bishops Conference Office for Social Justice  

 

https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2020/07/03/social-justice-statement-2020-21/
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St Declans, Penshurst 

 Signed on to an open letter organised by the Sydney Alliance Local Organising 

team requesting the Government to extend JobSeeker beyond September 

 Wrote to the Premier requesting better treatment for indigenous Australians in cus-

tody 

 

St Joan of Arc, Haberfield 

 Decorated the front of the church to acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Is-

landers for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday 

 

St Francis Xavier Ashbury  

 Put in a submission to the NSW Housing Strategy Consultation  

 In collaboration with the St Vincent de Paul society wrote to several State and 

Federal Politicians about social Housing and Climate Change 

 

St Aloysius, Cronulla  

 Organised a delegation of parishioners to speak with their local member about 

the plight of people on temporary visas fleeing domestic violence 

 Organised a food collection for the Jesuit Refugee Service 

 
Holy Family, Menai  

 A member of the social justice group joined a local organising team with the Syd-

ney Alliance 

 

Our Lady of the Way North Sydney 

 Wrote to several State and Federal MPs about the need for a safety net for tempo-

rary visa holders, people seeking asylum and refugees during the pandemic 

 

St John Bosco, Engadine, 

 Provided hand-knitted blankets to the Jesuit Refugee Service for refugee families 

 

Holy Spirit, Carnes Hill, St Joachims, Lidcombe, St Vincents, Ashfield 

 Organised donations of food to the Jesuit Refugee Service  

 

St Michaels, Lane Cove  

 Organised an extremely large donation of food and essential items as well as 

cash for the House of Welcome.  

 

If we missed something your group or parish did, please drop us a line at jpoin-

fo@sydneycatholic.org so we can include it next time! 


