Coming Across to the Other Side
Pope Francis’ reflections in Laudato Si’ regarding climate change apply even more to the experience of the COVID19 pandemic: “We need to strengthen the conviction that we are one single human family. There are no frontiers or barriers, political or social, behind which we can hide, still less is there room for the globalization of indifference.” (Laudato Si’ 2015 p.
31)
We have all now shared experiences of vulnerability and uncertainty in the face of a global pandemic. Our ability to manage a sustainable recovery will depend on how well, and how equitably, we maintain the combination of informed science,
safe physical distancing and social solidarity. We ARE all in this together, but so far over a million people have been left
out of support programs provided from the common pool of taxpayers’ money – asylum seekers and refugees, temporary
visa holders, international students and casual workers. There is a lot more work to be done if we are to really be Better
Together.
The COVID19 pandemic has been described as one of the greatest crises to affect the whole earth and all levels of human
society since the two world wars, the great depression, and the flu epidemic that followed WWI. And as we have moved
through this crisis, many have been calling for an end to the war over science’s role in helping us to understand how to
prevent devastation across our whole world. Because science has been central to planning a way to prevent a global tsunami of infections, and to develop a vaccine for future protection.
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A word from the JPO...Bending Back Together
“There is one challenge for the future leaders of our nation which I would particularly
emphasise. It is the challenge of justice and truth. The challenge never to be indifferent in the face of injustice or falsehood. It encompasses the challenge to advance
truth and human dignity rather than to seek advantage by inflaming ugly prejudice
and intolerance.” (Governor General, Sir William Deane at a Uni of Qld Degree
Award Ceremony 29 May 2003)
Secular heads of state can emphasise moral virtue equally alongside church leaders, and both need to keep open to the infiltration of darkness into our midst. Fr
Frank Brennan made this observation in his book The People’s Quest for Leadership in Church and State, when he quoted from American philosopher Alisdair MacIntyre’s After Virtue, despairing of dark forces moving across North America
and Europe in 2007.
A crucial turning point (in the declining years of the Roman Empire) occurred when men and women of goodwill turned
aside from the task of shoring up the Roman imperium (ie. the authority of the top commanders) and ceased to identify the
continuation of civility and moral community with the maintenance of the imperium. What they set themselves to achieve
instead was the construction of new forms of community within which the moral life could be sustained, so that both morality and civility might survive the coming barbarism and darkness. MacIntyre, Alisdair, After Virtue: A Study in Moral Theory
(Uni of Notre Dame Press, 2007, p. 263)
As we reflect on the sort of higher good principles we have all seen in our communities during the pandemic, and while we
wait for virus to pass, a lot of us are concerned that the talk of “Snap Back” could mean a return to the darker days when
prioritizing the economy over our communities meant a large and growing number of people were left behind. While we
know that around two million people have missed out on the Federal Government’s COVID support programs, indications
are that those numbers could swell massively if COVID supports suddenly disappear and our economy crashes even further into recession.

Fr Frank Brennan’s observation 13 years ago remains salient today: “If we are to make prudent judgements and take appropriate action in relation to issues such as climate change, security, migration and economic growth in a globalized
world, we need leaders who can appeal to the public’s finer nature, idealistic selves, and longer term vision. Short term
electoral gain by appealing to individualistic self-interest or collective fear of the ‘other’ just won’t cut it.”
We need to find the ability to come back better together, by bending to hear the needs of those most vulnerable, rather
than snapping back with the loudest hailers. We can repeat the marketing mantra that “we are all in this together,” but it is
what we do, not what we say that matters right now.
Blessings, JPO Team
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Reflections
-Dr Robbie Lloyd, JPO
Over the past two months the whole world has been thrown into a crisis af“Over and over the Scriptures encourfecting every level of society through COVID19, and people of all faiths share
age us to welcome and care for the
the same shock, of suddenly living in complete uncertainty about our health
“strangers” among us. Excluding asyand safety. Yet at the same time we have seen wonderful solidarity and sup- lum-seekers and temporary protection
port in local communities, as humans have responded with mutual encourvisa holders from government assisagement and practical support for their neighbours. And we have seen peo- tance is not only inhumane and unworple reaching to medical science to help protect our public health, as well as
thy of a decent society, it is also danrapidly developing a vaccine to protect humanity.
gerous to public health at this time.”
The challenge for Catholics in this context is to remember the most vulneraBishop Vincent Long,
Message for Feast of St Joseph the
ble, as Jesus would have, and make ourselves part of the solution. Bishop
Worker
Vincent Long reinforced this in his message for the Feast of St Joseph the
Worker, “Social Solidarity in a Time of Social Distancing.”
Over and over the Scriptures encourage us to welcome and care for the
“strangers” among us. Excluding asylum-seekers and temporary protection visa holders from government assistance is not only inhumane and unworthy of a
decent society, it is also dangerous to public health at this time. Similarly, international students and non-residents on working visas are not eligible for income
support. Would a good host, who invited guests to contribute to the economy by purchasing educational services or filling skills gaps, simply turn a blind eye
to their needs at a time like this?
This major shock to our community, and our economy, could provide an opportunity to reset our thinking about how we support the poorest, most marginalised,
and most vulnerable members of our community.

Some people may feel overwhelmed about how to respond to this challenge. The answer may lie in our own backyards. As noted in the Archbishop’s May newsletter Ad Clerum: “In line with the vision that every parish and Eucharistic community become a centre of Christ’s commission to ‘make and form disciples’ in Christ, the heart of the developing plan will be practical strategies, resources and ideas for parishes to
strengthen the discipleship of those active in the life of our parishes, invite baptised Catholics back into engagement with the Church, and
reach out to those who do not know Christ.”
This time of crisis is an opportunity to rediscover our hands-on work for and with God. Finding out about the most vulnerable people in your
local neighbourhood, and providing practical support those who have missed out on government support programs will be a direct expression
of what our church leaders are recommending.
And as we hopefully head “to the other side” of COVID19, there are priorities to put back onto our agenda that have largely slipped from view
on the recent political landscape. One of those is the importance of listening to the science of ecology in protecting our Mother Earth. As Archbishop Mark Coleridge said about Pope Francis’ apostolic exhortation Querida Amazonia (Beloved Amazonia), “The Amazon is remote from
us but the issues are not.” As president of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference, he said the two critical issues addressed during the
Synod and in the Pope’s exhortation were indigenous culture and an integral understanding of ecology, which must be front and centre in the
Australian context as well as around the globe.
“The Amazon has a unique place in the planet’s ecological footprint and its abuse in various forms is having and will continue to have an impact on the connection between humanity and the planet, our common home. Here in Australia we see, at times dramatically, the damage
done by abuse of the natural world – not only to the environment but also to wildlife, to communities and countless individuals. The Church has
a God-given duty to care for our common home, made clearer than ever in Pope Francis’ encyclical letter Laudato Si’. Querida Amazonia
builds on the papal teaching and applies it boldly in one particular situation.”
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Catholics for Refugees
-Catholics for Refugees, JPO
While many Australians have been given a safety net
during COVID19, over one million people holding temporary visa holders, including people seeking protection, have been left adrift. One response has been the
petition on change.org (Catholic petition) titled “We
Won't Leave Anyone In Our Community Behind During
COVID-19 Pandemic” which Jesuit Refugee Services
(JRS) is sponsoring.
JRS points out that
People who live in our neighbourhoods, work in our restaurants and factories, pray in our churches, syna
gogues and mosques, and study in our schools and universities cannot suddenly become non-citizens. Not
only have they previously been paying tax, college and university fees, and shopping in our local shops, they
are also part of our own community.

The petition starts with a cry for help for the most vulnerable:
We cannot not leave them homeless, hungry, and sick. Protection from this virus for all of us, demands we all
have access to the protection of a safe home, a safety net and Medicare. Either we are all protected or we are
all vulnerable – that’s the nature of a pandemic.
We call on the Federal and State governments to extend a vital safety net - financial support, Medicare, and
adequate shelter - to everyone in need within the Australian community, regardless of their visa status, during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Now a movement of Catholic organisations is preparing to turn up the volume, with a campaign highlighting that Catholics have
always been social justice advocates, and we can carry a loud message to Canberra together. While some States and Territories
have begun small steps to support these our most vulnerable neighbours, much more can and should be done by all three levels of
government.
As this extensive alliance takes shape, we wanted to invite you to become part of this groundswell, by first signing the petition and
encouraging others to, and then finding your local network of hands-on support for those most needing it. As JRS has emphasised:
The only way we will make it through this pandemic is to ensure every single woman, child, and man living in
our community has the protection they need. Together, we call for everyone in our community, including people seeking protection, to have access to a safety net, Medicare, and shelter during this frightening time.
My health depends on your health and all of those in the community, sign the petition to call on the government to make sure we can protect each other today. We will beat this pandemic if we ensure no one is left
behind. We are a wealthy nation and a compassionate, smart community – we can do this together.

For further information please contact Julie Macken on Julie.macken@sydneycatholic.org.
For more ways of how you can help people seeking asylum and refugees at this time, see here.
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Sydney Alliance Action on COVID-19
- Dr Robbie Lloyd, JPO
Efforts continue to convince Commonwealth and State governments to provide proper support for refugees and asylum seekers
during the COVID19 pandemic. Sydney Alliance partners are
backing the Refugee Council of Australia’s “No One Left Behind”
campaign, and requesting people of conscience to get behind
pressuring politicians to acknowledge the needs of these most
vulnerable groups. Please share the news and bring people into
more awareness of the plight of our sisters and brothers living here
among us and in detention. The links are https://
www.refugeecouncil.org.au/nlb-share/ and
Image: Sydney Alliance
https://www.refugeecouncil.org.au/open-letter-covid/.
“The Federal Government has responded to weeks of public concern about its failure to act on expert health advice about
overcrowding in immigration detention with a classic political tactic of distraction and dog-whistling,” RCOA chief executive
officer Paul Power said in a recent media release on 14 May.
“Eight weeks ago, the Australasian Society for Infectious Diseases and the Australian College of Infection Prevention and
Control wrote to the Government, to draw attention to the need to move people out of crowded detention centres to protect
them and the Australian public from the spread of COVID-19.”
Sydney Alliance members have found increasing numbers of refugees having to sell their few possessions just to afford
food. Those who had any savings are now running out of funds completely, and others are going it increasing debt to try to
survive. People seeking asylum are the worst hit of all, because they are treated as either invisible, or as if they are dangerous criminals.
“Acting Immigration Minister Alan Tudge and Home Affairs Minister Peter Dutton still have not acted on the medical experts’ advice, and more than 1370 people remained crowded into 10 centres around Australia, sharing bedrooms and
bathrooms against the clear advice of health experts,” Mr Power said.
“Rather than address this compelling need, Mr Tudge is trying to shift attention elsewhere, trying to paint people in detention as a threat, to avoid attention on the locking up of hundreds of people who pose no risk to the community.
“No reasonable person would advocate for the availability of weapons or contraband in detention centres. In
fact, the Australian Border Force already has complete control over the facilities, restricting everything that comes into centres, from contraband to home-baked goods. The suggestion that they need more control is laughable.
“The greatest threat which is not being managed is the inability of people in detention to protect themselves from the risk
of COVID-19 being brought in, by one or more of the hundreds of staff who come into each of the 10 centres every week.”
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A Climate for Change, or a Shore too far?
Dr Robbie Lloyd, JPO
Miraculous benefits for most species and places on earth have arisen from the COVID19 driven
slowdown in human industry and social activity all over the world. Blue skies in Beijing, dolphins
swimming in the canals of Venice (or was that a photoshop?), people spending time with their pets,
plants and native animal neighbours whom many had ignored for decades. Good news for those of
us who strongly believe that all things are connected.
But, as Cristy Clark wrote recently in Eureka Street, “When normal returns, what do we want it to
be?” (Eureka Street 09 April 2020). Ms Clark pointed out that Federal Government emergency
measures briefly sounded like they might herald the beginning of a socialist utopia in Australia. No
such luck. “Not only are they time bound (and unjustifiably discriminatory in their application), they have been introduced to protect
capital, not equality,” she mused.
“Take a look at the environmentally destructive policies that are also being progressed under the cover of this crisis. In
NSW, for example, the state government recently approved an extension of longwall coalmining under the Woronora
reservoir, which supplies drinking water to parts of southern Sydney and the northern Illawarra. The decision was made
without debate due to the suspension of Parliament, despite widespread community concern and the documented
risks such mining poses to water quality.”

Just when we had a chance to stop the frantic search for more profit making quarrying activities across the continent, governments
are stealthily moving legislation into place to progress more climate destroying ventures.
“The Victorian Government quietly lifted its moratorium on drilling for onshore conventional gas reserves, in a time when moving
away from greenhouse gas production should be an urgent priority,” Ms Clark pointed out. “Meanwhile, the Great Barrier Reef is
going through its third mass bleaching event in five years, and the Commonwealth and Queensland governments remain wedded to
coal mining.”
Ms Clark emphasised that Naomi Klein calls these kinds of policies ‘disaster capitalism’, because they represent such an established (almost cliché) pattern of capitalists exploiting the cover of disasters to introduce (or entrench) extractive policies without sufficient scrutiny.
The Federal Government’s “technology investment roadmap” could be read in this light, as it clearly states that solar and wind are
the cheapest forms of energy generation, but gas is the major focus for expanded investment. Out of 140 technologies investigated
for this report, energy extraction got the clear favouritism while cheap energy creation was quietly pushed to the back of the queue.
While we have all had time to remember why we love our families, homes and neighbourhoods during the pandemic lock down, let’s
take time to reflect on the bigger picture context we are sitting in. How much better could things be for us all if we moved away from
climate destroying industries and invested in new renewable sources of energy, along with the many new jobs that go with a greener
economy.
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Drop the Prosecutions
- Julie Macken, JPO
I feel like the following story is one we are used to reading about other countries and other times – times of rising Fascism
and totalitarianism. But this is a story about our country and our time, it is happening this week in Australia.
The Commonwealth Attorney-General, Christian Porter is continuing to pursue the prosecution of former ACT AttorneyGeneral, Mr. Bernard Collaery. He is attempting to conduct this “trial” in camera, without allowing Bernard Collaery access
to all the evidence the Attorney General plans to bring before the court. The Attorney General is doing this despite having
the power to discontinue the case.
The hearings have been set down for Monday, 25th May 2020 through to 3rd June in the ACT Supreme Court.
Many of you will know or have heard of Sister Susan Connelly, founder of the Timor Sea Justice Forum. Susan has stood in
solidarity with Bernard and Witness K for years now and this is how she has described the court proceedings:
This hearing will be closed to the public. A determination will be sought at the hearing for some evidence to be available only to the judge. If that ensues it would mean that the defendant would not have full access to the evidence which
will be used against him. It could mean that when the trial occurs, the jury will not be allowed to hear all the evidence.
The lack of public and legal scrutiny in the proposed conduct of this trial subverts internationally accepted standards for
a fair trial and the right to prepare a defence.
Australian governments have exposed their people to the international humiliation of performing an act of economic espionage against a small and impoverished neighbour––Timor-Leste. Prosecuting those who acted in good faith in bringing
the truth to light is a clear indication to the rest of the world that Australia is content to both swindle the poor and persecute those who act according to their consciences.
Bernard Collaery, as lawyer for “Witness K”, has been charged with alleged breaches of the Criminal Code (Cth) and the
Intelligence Services Act. The details of these offences remain cloaked behind assertions of “national security”. However, national security has not been proved to be at stake, it has only been claimed, and it has been claimed by the very
body––the Australian Government–– whose deceitful fraud is the cause of the whole debacle.
The prosecution of Bernard Collaery represents the denial of just and accepted legal norms to serve political and commercial agendas. It is further evidence that secret trials are already a feature of the increasingly fragile Australian democracy.
The truth is we will have the nation we fight for and if our democracy is not what it should be it is up to us, the citizenship, to
change that. For those who want to voice their concerns about this dark development, Sister Susan has suggested you
contact your MP or Senator and tell them so, that’s how democracy is meant to work. To find out who that is just click on
this link and it will give you the contact details of your local Senator and MP – just click here – I bet you there are plenty of
people in the world that would love democracy to be so convenient. Thank you.
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From the Heart
- Dr Robbie Lloyd, JPO
The story so far
National Reconciliation Week (NRW) from 27 May to 3 June
is a fitting time to engage with knowledge of what has happened to First Australians since European arrival, and how
we can together improve our mutual respect and understanding between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and
non-Indigenous people. “In this together” is the theme for
2020 NRW, and we are all invited to get involved: https://
nrw.reconciliation.org.au, #NRW2020 and
#InThisTogether2020.
The Justice and Peace Office, along with our Sydney Alliance partners, is committed to furthering the process of all Australians coming to better understand and engage with Reconciliation and the Uluru Statement from the Heart. “20 ways to be
In This Together in 2020” is a good guide to practical activities for all ages and cultures of origin to explore.
The three‐year anniversary of the Uluru Statement was on the 26th of May, and there are three key elements to the reforms
set out in it, only one of which involves a change to the Australian Constitution.
The Constitutional Change involves enshrining a First Nations Voice in the Australian Constitution that would empower Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. The Legislative Change involves the establishment of a Makarrata Commission, which will supervise a process of agreement-making with Australian governments. And the
Makarrata Commission would also oversee a process of truth-telling about Australia’s history and colonisation.
Steps from here on
Together JPO and the Sydney Alliance partners have decided to follow the leadership of our First Nations sisters and
brothers on this journey. The next phase in that story is an invitation by the From the Heart group, which formed directly
from the Uluru Statement gathering of First Australians.
From the Heart is a project designed to increase the awareness and understanding of the Uluru Statement from
the Heart, and the need for a constitutionally‐enshrined Voice to Parliament. The Uluru Statement comes from a
broad and diverse range of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people from across the country. We want more
Indigenous and non‐Indigenous people, organisations and communities to join and support the From the Heart
project to respond to the Uluru Statement’s invitation to all Australians to walk with us in a movement of the Australian people for a better future.
While still brand new, From The Heart, is seeking partners to help in this work and its Project Director, Dean Parkin invites
email contact to dean@parkin‐consulting.com to begin the process of forming a national network of all peoples.
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Other partners along the way
Also, our friends from Common Grace (https://
www.commongrace.org.au/), the on-line Christian network aiming to inspire and organise Australian Christians to think, speak
and act like Jesus for a more just world, are supporting this process of listening to our First Nations guides in coming to understand how to move forward together. They have created valuable on-line resources for those wishing to understand the history
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures, colonisation
and attempts to seek justice from successive Australian Governments sine Europeans first arrived here.
Common Grace is a diverse community of people passionate about Jesus and justice campaigning on four key justice
areas: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander justice;Climate change; Refugees and asylum seekers; and Domestic and
family violence.
Things you can do
Interested local groups can prepare themselves for this process of listening and learning by joining the From the Heart
and Common Grace networks, as well as starting some exploration of their own stories of origin. JPO can assist you in
beginning this process if you are needing support.
(1) The initiating group invites their friends in the local community setting to a virtual meeting to begin hearing about the
Uluru Statement from the Heart, its current status, and the Aims of this outreach from Sydney Alliance & Friends;
(2) At the first e-meeting, people are given all the links from Uluru Statement from theHeart, Reconciliation, Common Grace etc to explore following the meeting;
(3) They can also get a JPO Position Paper on USFTH (from Robbie.lloyd@sydneycatholic.org) to help inform members
in their own Self Reflexive Exploration of their families’ Back Stories/Ancestry etc, to be in a position to share more fully
when they DO meet their local First Nations neighbours;
(4) At their second & third follow-up e-meetings they might be ready to begin planning to make contact with the local
Traditional Owners etc, and make local invitations to get together with wider groups to begin:
“A Dialogue About Our Own Beginnings” – which can become the groundwork for listening to the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander story about their History and Post-Arrival Experiences. Then discussing the Uluru Statement from
the Heart is set in a much more informed overall context.
JPO will keep bringing new notices to your attention, and we welcome discussions in support of forming local groups,
which we will link into the From the Heart network as it formalises its operations.
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The fight against Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking
- Robbie Lloyd, JPO
While the Department of Home
Affairs grows into a behemoth with
tentacles reaching into most parts
of Australian life, the nation still is
unable to settle on a final universally agreed overarching set of laws
and procedures to prohibit this
growing form of human rights
abuse.
The Federal Modern Slavery Bill
(2018) was meant to see the end of
Australian supported labour exploitation, both here and overseas, but little progress has been made. And the NSW Modern Slavery
Bill (2018) was meant to be implemented but has gone nowhere, except awaiting the results of an Inquiry now “being considered”
by the NSW Government.
Meanwhile, increasing numbers of victims of human trafficking and modern slavery are showing up in cities, suburbs and country
regions. Why the delay?
Crikey’s hard nosed team of Inq reporters, David Hardaker and Chris Woods, sniffed around for months trying to uncover what was
going on (Crikey Inq, The Visa Game, 24/07/19). They found the unaccountable Department of Home Affairs has a paltry budget
allocation for this task ($3.6M over four years), with the aim of just publicising laws to big business and only acting by viewing companies’ returns lodged on-line, to show what they have been doing to ensure they aren’t benefitting from enslaved workers’ efforts.
No response was given when the Department was asked for a progress report on even these minor movements.
The Federal Police, Border Force and “the Modern Slavery Unit” all sit within the same huge Department. Yet there has been little
progress in prosecuting anyone, despite a very conservative estimate of at least 15,000 people classed as being in slavery in Australia.
While church and civil society groups make increasingly loud noises, the behemoth sits quiet on this issue, while banging on loudly
against the presence of “illegals” in our midst. Who is benefitting from this inaction, except the abusers making profits from slaves?
JPO welcomes all interest in joining the fight for the human rights of those being trafficked and enslaved , and you can do so at any
of the below listed links (insert links). We need to keep poking this bear.
1 The Archdiocese of Sydney’s Anti-Slavery Taskforce: https://www.sydneycatholic.org/directory/listing/anti-slavery-taskforce
2. The Australian Catholic Anti-Slavery Network: https://www.acan.org.au/
3. Australian Catholic Religious Against Trafficking in Humans: https://acrath.org.au/
4.Parish Against Trafficking in Humans Group, Enfield: https://stjosephenfield.org.au/parish-groups/parish-against-human-trafficking/
For other ways you can get involved, please visit our website.

JUSTICE AND PEACE OFFICE June-July 2020 VOL 12 NO 4

Somewhere in this mix of chaos, science and cooperation, sits a clear message for our shared future as members of the earth community as we imagine ourselves on
the other side of COVID19.
Human society is not an abstraction. The only
real society is the complete society of the natural world. We are awkward at this manner of
thinking because our religious as well as our humanist traditions carry a certain antagonism toward the natural
world. But now the refusal of human beings to become intimate members of the community of the earth is leading
to our own destruction.
Fr Thomas Berry, “Our Children: Their Future”
As the American “geologian” Father Thomas Berry indicated 40 years ago, perhaps this moment of sharing in a global
health crisis is an opportunity to rediscover our shared role in protecting the whole of creation, from the illness that globalized indifference to earth and all her life forms in the name of profit has created.
The current talk of “snapping back” to the way our national economy has
We can be silent witnesses to
been run for the past decade, with benefits for the rich and punishments
terrible injustices if we think
that we can obtain significant for the poor, is a recipe for ongoing disaster. Pope Francis’ 2015 “urgent
benefits by making the rest of appeal… for a new dialogue about how we are shaping the future of our
humanity, present and future, planet… a conversation which includes everyone” in Laudato Si’ gives us a
pay the extremely high costs direction to follow five years later. “We require a new and universal solidariof environmental
ty… All of us can cooperate as instruments of God for the care of creation,
deterioration
each according to his or her own culture, experience, involvements and
- Laudato Si’, 36
talents.”
The challenge for us all now will be to maintain a combined sense of our
shared humanness and creatureliness, which been emphasized by an extended season of drought, bushfires, floods and
COVID19 pandemic. Pope Francis has laid out the cost of neglecting our shared role in stewarding a sustainable future,
just as we have been sharing in sustaining a healthy future through the pandemic: “Caring for ecosystems demands farsightedness, since no one looking for quick and easy profit is truly interested in their preservation.
But the cost of the damage caused by such selfish lack of concern is much greater than the economic benefits to
be obtained. Where certain species are destroyed or seriously harmed, the values involved are incalculable. We
can be silent witnesses to terrible injustices if we think that we can obtain significant benefits by making the rest of
humanity, present and future, pay the extremely high costs of environmental deterioration. (Laudato Si, p. 36)
Where will we be investing our energies “on the other side” of COVID19?
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St Declans, Penshurst
•
Participated in forming local organising teams with the Sydney Alliance
St Joan of Arc, Haberfield
•
Researched and compiled a discussion paper on social and affordable housing, parish and school support for people seeking asylum and refugees through Jesuit Refugee Service and House of Welcome and signing the petition
St Michael’s Lane Cove
•
Support for Theresa house homeless shelter and organising a collection for House of Welcome
St Aloysius, Cronulla
•
Organised liturgies to prayerfully commemorate the 250th anniversary of the first encounter between indigenous
Australians and James Cook, with the perspectives of both Europeans and the local Dharawal people.
Holy Family, Maroubra
•
Attended a webinar by the Kaldor Centre on the impact of COVID-19 on people seeking asylum and refugees in
Australia
Our Lady of the Way North Sydney,
•
Organised a Mass to commemorate Laudato Si’ Week and attended a JRS Webinar on the impact of COVID-19 on
people seeking asylum and refugees.
St John Bosco, Engadine,
•
Called and emailed MPs asking for better treatment of people seeking asylum and refugees and sent a shipping
container of medical supplies to East Timor
The following parishes have done a fantastic job in supporting the Jesuit Refugee Service in their drives for essential food and
hygiene items: St Vincent’s Ashfield, St Francis Xavier Ashbury, St Canices Rushcutter’s Bay, Holy Name of Mary, Hunters Hill, St
Mark’s Drummoyne, Our Lady of the Rosary Kensington, St Aloysius Cronulla, St Declans Penshurst, St Columba’s North Leichhardt, Holy Spirit Carnes Hill, and St John Bosco Engadine. A HUGE THANK YOU for all your hard work!

If we have not mentioned the work of your group please let us know so we can include it next time!
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