“The Lovrd asks us and, in the midst of our tempest,
invites us to reawaken and put into practice that sol-
idarity and hope capable of giving strength, support

and meaning to these hours when everything seems

to be floundering.”
Pope Francis, Urbi et Orbi, 27 March 2020
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A word from the JPO...

What an extraordinary moment we find ourselves in. Covid 19 has changed all

Dear Readers,

our plans and challenged us in the most profound ways, personally and nation-
ally. We are all getting use to the lockdowns, the strange silences and for many
of us, the unemployment. Tragically the number of our community that is sick
and dying from this virus is also growing.

It is times like this we really look for the face of God, for the guidance of the
Spirit and for the comfort of Mother Mary. That all of this is occurring during
Lent and that access to Liturgy and the Sacraments is denied us, makes all of
this even harder.

But it is also these privations that remind us we are all made in the image and

likeness of God and that likeness finds its expression in love for each other, in the creative response of care and

love for our community.

We are absolutely God’s hands, eyes and ears right now and it is for us to see the need, to hear the cries and to

be the people that serve even in a time of coronavirus.

Here at the Justice and Peace Office we are all discovering

the joy of working remotely and trying to find a way to

serve when the usual avenues have been shut. To that end

we will be trying to keep everyone updated on what is going

on and where we might be of service. We hope this edition

of Act Justly doesn’t become too dated by the time you fin-

ish it, but that is how quickly the situations are changing at

the moment.

But, some very good news to share with you is the new ad-

dition to our office. Dr. Robbie Lloyd joined us at the crazi-

est of times and is already proving to be a wonderful and

stabilising member of our team.

He comes to all of us with a wealth and depth of experience in community-based education, working in First

Nation communities, working with people dealing with mental health issues and old-fashioned journalism.

I asked Robbie to nominate his three most exciting and transformative work experiences and he nominated his

work with Curtambens, a hilc-
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