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“And she gave birth to her firstborn, a son and wrapped him in 

swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger, because there was 

no place for them at the inn” - Luke 2:7  

Christmas is built upon a beautiful and intentional paradox; that the 

birth of the homeless should be celebrated in every home.” 

- G K Chesteron  
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A word from the JPO... 
 

 

Dear Readers, 

 

May the peace and joy of Advent and Christmas be in your hearts and 

lives in the coming weeks. Welcome to our final Act Justly for 2017. It 

may not have seemed possible but it looks like this year was even busier 

than 2016! 

 

We have farewelled one staff member and, after a fair while, welcomed a 

new one. We have missed Fr. Peter on his long, but well-deserved sab-

batical and we look forward to having him back in early January 2018. 

 

We have held our usual two social justice gatherings, as well as two very well attended housing assem-

blies and hosted (in collaboration with the dioceses of Parramatta and Broken Bay) the very successful 

Social Justice Twilight Reflection Evening. With all the planning it takes behind the scenes to pull those 

events together it has been a very full year indeed.  

 

A major campaign this year has been housing afforda-

bility and we have an update for you on that front. One 

of the other campaigns the Justice and Peace Office has 

been involved in is in protecting penalty rates and  for 

maintaining trading restrictions on Boxing Day (one of 

the few days in the year which retail workers get to 

spend with family).  

 

Though it has not been mentioned previously, we have 

been assisting Archbishop Fisher’s Anti-Slavery Task-

force in their mission to try eradicate slavery from our 

purchases and more details about this will be revealed in 

2018. We have also been working on having a presence 

at the Justice Activity Centre at upcoming Australian 

Catholic Youth Festival (although you will only get to 

see us there if you have registered has a young person, 

or perhaps as a volunteer), which will be the largest 

gathering of Catholics in Australia since World Youth 

Day 2008.  

 

Our ongoing work of visiting parishes and supporting social justice groups continues and we look for-

ward to meeting with and assisting more of you in 2018.  We also continue to work with our other part-

ners such as the Sydney Alliance and other organisations to try and build a more just and peaceful city 

and world.  

 

We wish you a Holy Christmas and a hope-filled 2018.  

 

Blessings, JPO Team 

 

Fear always immobilizes and often 

makes one carry out mistaken 

choices. Fear discourages one from 

taking initiatives; it induces one to 

take refuge in secure and guaranteed 

solutions, and thus one ends by not 

doing anything good. One must not 

be afraid; one must have trust to go 

forward and to grow in life’s journey 

 

Pope Francis 

Angelus Address, First World Day of 

the Poor  
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Around 30 representatives of parish social justice groups met on Saturday 14th 

October 2017 at St. Columba’s, Leichhardt North to discuss practical ways of im-

plementing the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference 2017-2018 Social Justice 

Statement ‘Everyone’s Business: Developing an Inclusive and Sustainable Econ-

omy’.  

 

John Ferguson, Executive Officer at the Australian Catholic Social Justice Coun-

cil, drew on the parable of the labourers in the vineyard (Matthew 20:1-7) which 

formed the basis for the statement. He commented on how counter-cultural the 

parable was because “The landowner recognises the workers - not as economic 

units to be hired for the lowest bid or discarded. They are co-workers with inalien-

able dignity.” The statement suggests that this is the best approach to developing 

an inclusive and sustainable economy.  

 

Barbara Perry, Senior Manager CatholicCare spoke about how CatholicCare 

consistently assists those on the extreme fringes of the current economy “we see 

the result of the unrestrained  market economy and its flaws through the thou-

sands of individuals, families, and children we serve ... Almost always the case 

in a pure supply demand market economy - the weakest will always suffer. So-

ciety only respects those who contribute in a ‘meaningful’ way – it casts out the 

aged, disabled, the unemployed and mentally ill, and those with addictions.” 

 

Felicity Wade, Renewable Energy Officer at the Justice and Peace Office for 

the Archdiocese of Sydney outlined her project to get solar panels installed on 

the roofs of Catholic schools. This project is a practical way to answer Pope 

Francis’ call in Laudato Si’ to care for creation and using the costs savings from 

energy bills to assist other social justice causes could be contemplated. Pope 

Francis said, “Climate change is a global problem with grave implications: en-

vironmental, social, economic, political and for the distribution of goods. It 

represents one of the principal challenges facing humanity in our 

day.” (Laudato Si’ 25). Solar panels are no longer the preserve of the rich as the 

highest penetration of solar panels is in the poorest 10% of Australian suburbs 

as people try to protect themselves against spiralling energy price increases.  

 

The Bishops, by drawing on two major encyclicals since the global financial crisis (Caritas in Veritate by Pope 

Benedict and Laudato Si’) identified five major themes related to the Statement, each of which corresponds to the 

core principles of catholic social teaching: (1) people and nature are not mere tools of production (dignity of the 

human person); (2)  Economic growth alone cannot ensure inclusive and sustainable development (universal des-

tination of goods); (3) social equity must be built into the heart of the economy (common good);  (4) Businesses 

must benefit all of society, not just the shareholders (solidarity); and (5) the exclusive and the vulnerable must be 

included in decision making (preferential option for the poor).  

 

The day concluded with a workshop session in which attendees identified and committed to achievable, concrete 

actions of how to work for a more just economy. Ideas included having a ‘Care for Creation’ day in the parish, 

supporting an organisation working to eliminate homelessness and joining a campaign for fair wages and good 

working conditions.  
 

This article originally appeared in The Catholic Weekly under the title “Fleshing out bishops’ vision”on 22 October 2017. 

 

Economic Justice is Everyone’s Business 
—Ruth Moraes, JPO  

© Giovanni Portelli 

© Giovanni Portelli 
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Children implement Laudato Si’ 
—Ruth Moraes, JPO 

St Patrick’s Catholic Primary School Summer Hill held a 

‘Green Day’ on Thursday 21 September 2017 as a practical 

way of implementing the teaching on caring for creation, espe-

cially as called for in Laudato Si’. 

The day started with prayer, followed by a variety of 

suggested activities based around the Encyclical, as well as 

videos, songs and story books with an environmental theme. 

The day ended with a tree planting ceremony when citrus trees 

and geraniums were planted in large pots around the play-

ground. 

This day followed on from a presentation by Mini Vin-

nies which focused on two simple but critical questions “Why 

should we care?” and “What kind of world do you want to 

leave for those who come after us?” 

The presentation broke down very simply the message behind 

the Encyclical and incorporated a prayer, discussion questions 

and the opportunity for all students to plant a seed in a cup in 

recognition of what they had learnt.  

Long term initiatives included the Year 5 students introducing a 

playground paper recycling bin and along with Year 2, bringing 

back 'Waste Free Wednesday' (nude food day), which has led to 

less rubbish accumulating in the garbage bins. The school also 

has a Garden Club which is responsible for taking care of the 

vegetables in the 'Paddy's Patch', which are later sold to the 

school community. 

The Nobel Peace Prize for 2017 was awarded to the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN), an 

initiative which partially originated in Australia, for its “work to draw attention to the catastrophic humanitarian conse-

quences of any use of nuclear weapons and for its ground-breaking efforts to achieve a treaty-based prohibition of such 

weapons” according to a press release by the Norwegian Nobel Committee, issued in Oslo on 6th October 2017.  

ICAN is a coalition of over 100 NGOs from all over the world and was the critical instigator of achieving the Treaty on 

the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons which was adopted on 7 July 2017 in New York with the support of 122 countries. 

Unfortunately the major nuclear powers abstained from negotiations.  

The Treaty is being hailed as the first legally binding instrument to prohibit nuclear weapons with a view to their 

total elimination. The Treaty prohibits the full range of nuclear-weapon-related activities, including developing, testing, 

acquiring or stockpiling nuclear weapons. It will enter into force after 50 countries have signed and ratified it.  

In a letter to the UN Conference negotiating this Treaty on 

23 March 2017, Pope Francis pointed out the inadequacy of nu-

clear deterrence against more pressing concerns today such as 

terrorism, asymmetrical conflicts, cybersecurity, environmental 

problems and poverty. In 2015, Pope Francis also stressed to the 

General Assembly of the UN the potential danger that nuclear 

weapons had to destroy all of humanity and called for an urgent 

and complete prohibition on nuclear weapons. 

ICAN awarded Nobel Peace Prize for 2017 
—Ruth Moraes, JPO 

Left: Children with the seedlings they planted on their “Green Day” 
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Pope Francis’ Homily for the First World 

Day of the Poor 
We have the joy of breaking the bread 

of God’s word, and shortly, we will 

have the joy of breaking and receiving 

the Bread of the Eucharist, food for 

life’s journey. All of us, none excluded, 

need this, for all of us are  beg-

gars  when it comes to what is essential: 

God’s love, which gives meaning to our 

lives and a life without end. So today 

too, we lift up our hands to him, asking 

to receive his gifts. 

The Gospel parable speaks of 

gifts. It tells us that we have received 

talents from God, “according to ability 

of each” (Mt 25:15). Before all else, let 

us realize this: we do have talents; in God’s eyes, we are “talented”. Consequently, no one can think that he or she 

is useless, so poor as to be incapable of giving something to others. We are chosen and blessed by God, who 

wants to fill us with his gifts, more than any father or mother does with their own children. And God, in whose 

eyes no child can be neglected, entrusts to each of us a 

mission. 

Indeed, as the loving and demanding Father that he is, he 

gives us responsibility. In the parable, we see that each 

servant is given talents to use wisely. But whereas the first 

two servants do what they are charged, the third does not 

make his talents bear fruit; he gives back only what he had 

received. “I was afraid – he says – and I went and hid your 

talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours” (v. 25). 

As a result, he is harshly rebuked as “wicked and lazy” (v. 

26). What made the Master displeased with him? To use a 

word that may sound a little old-fashioned but is still 

timely, I would say it was his omission. His evil was that of failing to dogood. All too often, we have the idea that 

we haven’t done anything wrong, and so we rest content, presuming that we are good and just. But in this way we 

risk acting like the unworthy servant: he did no wrong, he didn’t waste the talent, in fact he kept it carefully hid-

den in the ground. But to do no wrong is not enough. God is not an inspector looking for unstamped tickets; he is 

a Father looking for children to whom he can entrust his property and his plans (cf. v. 14). It is sad when the Fa-

ther of love does not receive a generous response of love from his children, who do no more than keep the rules 

and follow the commandments, like hired hands in the house of the Father (cf. Lk 15:17). 

The unworthy servant, despite receiving a talent from the Master who loves to share and multiply his gifts, 

guarded it jealously; he was content to keep it safe. But someone concerned only to preserve and maintain the 

treasures of the past is not being faithful to God. Instead, the parable tells us, the one who adds new talents is truly 

“faithful” (vv. 21 and 23), because he sees things as God does; he does not stand still, but instead, out of love, 

 

Omission is also the great 

sin where the poor are 

concerned. Here it has a 

specific name:  

Indifference. 

- Pope Francis 
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takes risks. He puts his life on the line for others; he is not content to keep things as 

they are. One thing alone does he overlook: his own interest. That is the only right 

“omission”. 

Omission is also the great sin where the poor are concerned. Here it has a spe-

cific name: indifference. It is when we say, “That doesn’t regard me; it’s not my busi-

ness; it’s society’s problem”. It is when we turn away from a brother or sister in need, 

when we change channels as soon as a disturbing question comes up, when we grow 

indignant at evil but do nothing about it. God will not ask us if we felt righteous in-

dignation, but whether we did some good. 

How, in practice can we please God? When we want to please someone dear to 

us, for example by giving a gift, we need first to know that person’s tastes, lest the 

gift prove more pleasing to the giver than to the recipient. When we want to offer 

something to the Lord, we can find his tastes in the Gospel. Immediately following 

the passage that we heard today, Jesus says, “Truly I tell you that, just as you did it to 

one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me” (Mt 25:40). These least of our brethren, whom he loves 

dearly, are the hungry and the sick, the stranger and the prisoner, the poor and the abandoned, the suffering who 

receive no help, the needy who are cast aside. On their faces we can imagine seeing Jesus’ own face; on their lips, 

even if pursed in pain, we can hear his words: “This is my body” (Mt 26:26). 

In the poor, Jesus knocks on the doors of our heart, thirsting for our love. When we overcome our indiffer-

ence and, in the name of Jesus, we give of ourselves for the least of his brethren, we are his good and faithful 

friends, with whom he loves to dwell. God greatly appreciates the attitude described in today’s first reading that of 

the “good wife”, who “opens her hand to the poor, and reaches out her hands to the needy” (Prov 31:10.20). Here 

we see true goodness and strength: not in closed fists and crossed arms, but in ready hands outstretched to the 

poor, to the wounded flesh of the Lord. 

There, in the poor, we find the presence of Jesus, who, though rich, became poor (cf. 2 Cor 8:9). For this 

reason, in them, in their weakness, a “saving power” is present. And if in the eyes of the world they have little 

value, they are the ones who open to us the way to heaven; they are our “passport to paradise”. For us it is an 

evangelical duty to care for them, as our real riches, and to do so 

not only by giving them bread, but also by breaking with them the 

bread of God’s word, which is addressed first to them. To love the 

poor means to combat all forms of poverty, spiritual and material. 

And it will also do us good. Drawing near to the poor in our midst 

will touch our lives. It will remind us of what really counts: to love 

God and our neighbour. Only this lasts forever, everything else 

passes away. What we invest in love remains, the rest vanishes. 

Today we might ask ourselves: “What counts for me in life? 

Where am I making my investments?” In fleeting riches, with 

which the world is never satisfied, or in the wealth bestowed by 

God, who gives eternal life? This is the choice before us: to live in 

order to gain things on earth, or to give things away in order to 

gain heaven. Where heaven is concerned, what matters is not what 

we have, but what we give, for “those who store up treasures for 

themselves, do not grow rich in the sight of God” (Lk 12:21). 

So let us not seek for ourselves more than we need, but rather what is good for others, and nothing of value 

will be lacking to us. May the Lord, who has compassion for our poverty and needs, and bestows his talents upon 

us, grant us the wisdom to seek what really matters, and the courage to love, not in words but in deeds. 
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St. Canice’s celebrates First World Day of the Poor 
— Ruth Moraes, JPO 

On Sunday 19 November 2017, Bishop Terry Brady celebrated a Mass at St Canice’s, Elizabeth Bay to celebrate 

the First World Day of the Poor, instituted by Pope Francis at the end of the Jubilee Year of Mercy. The Mass was 

followed by morning tea so that people could stay and talk over nibbles.  

The Mass was a way of acknowledging the men and women who come to the soup kitchen at St. Canice’s 

daily for food and fellowship. St. Canice’s is home to a three-hundred volunteer strong soup kitchen which has 

been an integral part of the parish for nearly 30 years. St Canice also supports a sister Jesuit parish in Railaco, 

East Timor with initiatives aimed at improving the living standard of the local people through educational and 

health support. 

In his Message for the First World Day of the Poor Pope Francis said, “Yet in myriad ways poverty chal-

lenges us daily, in faces marked by suffering, marginalization, oppression, violence, torture and imprisonment, 

war, deprivation of freedom and dignity, ignorance and illiteracy, medical emergencies and shortage of work, traf-

ficking and slavery, exile, extreme poverty and forced migration.  Poverty has the face of women, men and chil-

dren exploited by base interests, crushed by the machinations of power and money.  What a bitter and endless list 

we would have to compile were we to add the poverty born of social injustice, moral degeneration, the greed of a 

chosen few, and generalized indifference!”  

© Giovanni Portelli 



JUSTICE AND PEACE OFFICE Dec 2017—Jan 2018 VOL 9 NO 6 

With Christmas just around the corner, many of 

you will be thinking about what presents to buy 

for your family and friends. With the high unem-

ployment rate, the stagnancy of wages and the 

spiralling cost of living, many more families will 

be celebrating Christmas modestly this year or 

perhaps not at all, except for attendance at Church. 

However, if you are blessed enough to be in a rea-

sonable financial position and are planning to 

celebrate Christmas with a feast and gifts, this 

year, we invite you to take into account  some of 

the following considerations in your Christmas 

preparations.  

Less is More – This Christmas, just plain consider 

buying less – less food, fewer presents, less stuff. Pope Francis noted, “A constant flood of new consumer goods 

can baffle the heart and prevent us from cherishing each thing and each moment.” (Laudato Si’ 222) This is not an 

attempt to be stingy but an attempt to make room in our lives for more important things than stuff. 

“Intangible” Gifts – Instead of getting someone a book, CD or DVD, perhaps give them the same gift in an elec-

tronic format. With the prevalence of electronic devices, this has become a lot easier and it is a great way to save 

on postage and carbon costs for friends and family that live overseas.  

Global Gifts – What do you get for someone that has more stuff than they know what to do with? Give a gift that 

means a whole lot more to someone else or an entire community (an will not clutter up their house). Many organi-

sations like Caritas have gifts you can purchase for communities in need overseas. Link: https://

fundraise.caritas.org.au/shop.  

Fair Wages – Try to buy things that are produced by organisations who pay their workers a fair wage for their 

labour. Products which carry the Certified Fair Trade mark such as for tea, coffee and chocolate identify these 

companies. For clothing and footwear try to buy from companies that belong to an accreditation system that guar-

antees fair wages. Pope Benedict said “It is good for people to realize that purchasing is always a moral — and not 

simply economic — act.” (Caritas in Veritate, 66).  

“Caring for Creation” – Take into account the environ-

mental impact of what you buy and perhaps give gifts which 

protect creation. For example, get someone who loves to 

have their morning coffee on the go, a reusable coffee cup. 

Over a billion disposable coffee cups end up in our landfills 

every year and they are not recycled. Instead of giving 

something made by man, give someone a piece of creation 

like a plant. See if you can buy something made out of recy-

cled materials or something that has been re-purposed or up-

cycled. Maybe choose to eat more vegetarian food as it can 

provide a pleasant change to heavier meat-based dishes.  

Pay it forward – Buy a gift for a child who may not get 

one. With over 730 000 children living in poverty this year, 

most of them will not be able to look forward to receiving a 

single gift, much less multiple ones. Many parishes and 

community organisations will help you buy a gift for 

stranger’s child in need.  

Just Shopping 
—Ruth Moraes, JPO 

 

https://fundraise.caritas.org.au/shop
https://fundraise.caritas.org.au/shop
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Buy local, shop small – While large com-

panies may be competitive on price, con-

sider buying from smaller stores or artisans 

who make their goods locally and ethically 

as it supports more creative endeavours.  

Give Time – For those who don’t have ex-

cess material things to give but have time, 

consider volunteering to serve a meal or 

pack hampers for those who are in need of 

food at Christmas. 

The preceding are only starting points for 

consideration. We invite you to educate 

yourself further on how you can make 

Christmas more just this year, not just for 

yourself and family but for the wider human 

family. Remember, we give presents at 

Christmas as a symbol of the greatest gift 

ever, which we received at Christmas, 

Christ himself. He gave us the greatest gift 

which did not cost him any money, but eve-

rything else.   

This article originally appeared in The Catholic Weekly under the title “Shopping for Christmas? Why not try out a dif-

ferent approach?” on 3 December 2017. 

You don't have to shop 

 on Boxing Day! 
 

Despite working on Boxing Day being optional, 

many retail staff may be coerced into work-

ing, to cater to the majority of the public’s 

desire to continually shop. 

 

If you value quality time with family and 

friends, and think retail workers should also 

get two days off at Christmas to rest and re-

lax, don't shop on Boxing Day. This will hope-

fully send a message to retailers and the Gov-

ernment that people value time with family 

more than money or the ability to shop on yet 

another day in the year. 
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Who is the Real Santa Claus? 
—Ruth Moraes, JPO 

In popular culture today, Santa Clause is known as a jolly old fellow 

with a white beard and large tummy who produces toys with the help 

of his elves, to be delivered to “well-deserving” children around the 

world on Christmas Eve. But where did this idea come from? There 

are many variations on this idea throughout Christendom, but several 

countries’ accounts point to the origin being St. Nicholas of Myra. 

St Nicholas of Myra (in modern day Turkey) was orphaned as a young 

person but was left a good inheritance. He was known for his generos-

ity, especially to children and the poor, and gave away all his wealth 

to enter the priesthood. He heard about the desperate situation of a 

poor family with three girls who had nothing to live on. The girls were 

likely to be sold into slavery or forced to work on the streets to pro-

vide food for their families.  While exact accounts of this story differ, 

according to tradition, Nicholas threw enough money in small bags, 

either through a window or down the chimney, into the family’s home 

to provide for the girls dowries. His generosity to those in need, is 

most likely where the idea of our modern day Santa Claus comes from: giving gifts without asking anything in 

return. Nicholas was made Bishop of Myra and suffered imprisonment and various tortures under the Diocletian 

persecution. He was released when Constantine became Christian and continued to lead the faithful until his death 

on 6 December 343. In the European tradition, this is the day on which children traditionally leave a shoe out with 

the expectation that Sinter Klaas (a dutch name for Saint Nicholas and most likely where we get our modern de-

rivative “Santa Claus”) will fill their shoe with small, more modest items. In other traditions this practice has 

changed to leaving stockings near the mantelpiece to be filled with gifts on Christmas Eve. 
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On Thursday 16 November, 90 people from churches and community groups gathered with the Deputy Premier 

John Barilaro to celebrate the successful impact of free TAFE studies for people seeking asylum and refugees. 

The fee-free initiative was the result of campaigning by the Sydney Alliance as well as advocacy by refugee sec-

tor organisations, gathered together as the Asylum Seeker Interagency. The Sydney Alliance is a coalition of com-

munity groups religious organisations and unions that work together for a better Sydney. 

At the celebration, Deputy Premier John Barilaro congratulated the Sydney Alliance and its leaders for their 

persuasive campaign.  After hearing the stories of newcomers from Iran, Syria and Pakistan who had studied at 

TAFE for free this year, Deputy Premier Barilaro was visibly moved, describing himself as “lost for words.”  

Speakers included representatives from the Jewish Board of Deputies, Sydney Catholic Schools, Settlement 

Services International, Uniting and the Jesuit Refugee Service. Fr Jim Carty SM co-chaired the campaign team 

that drove the research and action to secure this policy change. Fr Jim is a Marist priest who has worked with 

refugees and people seeking asylum for more than 30 years. Fr Jim worked closely with co-chair Ruth Cohen 

from the Jewish Board of Deputies. Together they led a team of volunteers that included Catholic parishioners and 

other people from diverse faith backgrounds and the community sector. 

The fee-free campaign is part of a broader Sydney Alliance initiative to “Change the Conversation” about 

people seeking asylum, by supporting newcomers to share their stories of seeking safety in Australia through 

“table talk” events in faith communities, schools, community organisations and unions. Catholic parishes and 

schools in Sutherland, Menai, Ashfield, Engadine, Leichhardt North, Concord West and Lidcombe have hosted 

table talks, as have other dioceses, the St Vincent de Paul Society, the Marist Brothers and Catholic movements 

Singles for Christ and Couples for Christ.  

During 2016 participants at table talks signed bookmarks calling for free TAFE access for people seeking 

asylum and sent these to the government as a sign that citizens supported this change.  

Speaking at the celebration, Mouna Roche from the Sydney Catholic Education Office described her community 

and family as “forever changed” by their involvement in table talks in the Sutherland Shire.  

At the celebration, Deputy Premier Barilaro admitted that “the narrative around asylum seekers and refu-

gees has spoilt our story… We are a rich country for everyone who comes here and we are richer for it.” The Syd-

ney Alliance now looks forward to further table talks in Catholic communities and beyond, and to new campaigns 

to improve the lives of those seeking protection in Sydney. 

Changing the Conversation Success 
Celebrating fee-free access to TAFE for refugee and asylum seekers 

—Chantelle Ogilvie-Ellis, Sydney Alliance and Ruth Moraes, JPO 

© Patrick Lee 
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Affordable Housing Update: 
GSC releases on Draft Greater Sydney Regional Plans  

— Ruth Moraes, JPO 

On 22 October 2017, the NSW Government released the Draft Greater Sydney Regional Plan. The Final District 

Plans have not yet been released. The Draft Regional Plan:  

 Does not include enforceable targets for affordable rental housing.  

 Includes some recognition of the affordable housing crisis 

 Includes references to affordable rental housing targets of 5-10% (subject to viability) for low and very-low 

income families. 

 Falls way short of the Sydney Alliance and St Vincent de Paul NSW asks - 15% on private land, 30% on 

public land, tight rules to avoid rorts, moderate-income families included.  

The Sydney Alliance has drafted a well researched and detailed response to the Greater Sydney Commis-

sion in response to the Draft Greater Sydney Regional plan, highlighting the need for more definitive targets for 

social and affordable rental housing. The draft submission is available here.  

Comments on the Draft Greater Sydney Regional Plans are due by 15 December 2017. The NSW Govern-

ment is yet to formally endorse affordable rental housing targets which are much-needed to help alleviate the 

housing affordability and homelessness crisis in our city.  Please write to the following people, in your own 

words, to support a commitment to clear targets for affordable rental housing:  

Hon Anthony Roberts: Planning Minister correspondence 

Hon Gladys Berejiklian: Premier correspondence 

Greater Sydney Commission: info@gsc.nsw.gov.au   

You may want to share why you support affordable 

rental housing. The government is particularly concerned about 

the community's opposition to density. If the Government in-

sists on “density-done-well”, affordable rental housing must be 

included. Check out the Housing Team’s media release for 

more on the Alliance response. 

You can find background on this campaign here.  

Manus Island Humanitarian Nightmare 
—Ruth Moraes, JPO 

The situation of the several hundred people detained on Manus Is-

land has consistently been deteriorating since the Australian Gov-

ernment cut off food, water, electricity and medicinal supplies a 

few weeks ago. Some of the people trapped there have been forci-

bly and violently moved to a new camp, despite justified health and 

safety concerns. Locals and medical personnel are prevented from 

giving assistance. The UN has admonished Australia for its treat-

ment of the detainees on Manus Island and the continuing humani-

tarian crisis that it is causing. On Sunday 26th November over 300 

peaceful protesters gathered at Circular Quay to protest the Govern-

ment’s offshore detention policy. Similar protests also occurred 

elsewhere in Australia. In a joint statement, Catholic Alliance for 

People Seeking Asylum (CAPSA), Catholic Social Services Austra-

lia, Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) Australia, and Jesuit Social Ser-

vices (JSS) urged all Australians to express their concern for the 

desperate circumstances of the men on Manus Island by contacting 

your local federal MP to demand an immediate change to this ex-

pensive, unworkable and unprincipled policy.  

© The Conversation 

https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/sydneyalliance/pages/514/attachments/original/1511250223/Draft_GSC_submission_21_Nov_2017.pdf?1511250223
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mailto:info@gsc.nsw.gov.au
http://www.sydneyalliance.org.au/media_greater_regional_plan?e=87888b470cc8d92c8487dc068fcec376&utm_source=sydneyalliance&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=gsc_plans_1&n=6
http://www.sydneyalliance.org.au/housing?e=87888b470cc8d92c8487dc068fcec376&utm_source=sydneyalliance&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=gsc_plans_1&n=7


JUSTICE AND PEACE OFFICE Dec 2017—Jan 2018 VOL 9 NO 6 

St Aloysius, Cronulla 
Social Justice Group Representative attended Sydney Alliance community organising training; held parish-

based action on domestic violence 

 

St Vincent’s, Ashfield 

Social Justice Group organised a community forum with Inner West Councillors on Affordable Housing 

 

St Patrick’s, Mortlake 

Organised a training and workshop night with the JPO on organising and running a successful social justice 

ministry 

 

St Declan’s, Penshurst 

Second social justice ‘Fact Sheet’ on “Care for the Aged” in a planned 

series for parish is released. A poster has been developed and will be 

displayed to encourage people to buy slavery-free or certified fair 

trade chocolate this Christmas. 

 

St Joachim’s Lidcombe 

Co-leading discussion and planning with the Rail, Tram and Bus Un-

ion on penalty rates and fair work with a view to holding a public as-

sembly in the Federal Election campaign period. 

 

St Columba’s, Leichhardt 

Hosted the Social Justice Gathering in October, out of which has come 

collaboration for households and communities to come together to try to 

put solar panels on the roofs of houses.  

 

Marist College, Kogarah 

Collected money to donate to the Archbishop’s Syrian Refugee Appeal. 

 

St Canice, Elizabeth Bay  

Celebrated First World Day of the Poor with Mass by Bishop Terry and 

morning tea. 

 

St John Bosco, Engadine 

Hosts Parish Priest of Maliana in Timor Leste to get an update 

and learn how the Social Justice Group and parish can continue 

to support the community. 

 

Too many to name... 

Thank you to the many parishioners, priests and parish commu-

nities that attended the Social Justice Gathering we had in Octo-

ber and have as a result worked on putting the themes of the So-

cial Justice Statement into practice. We look forward to working 

with you more on this in the new year.  

Acting Justly 

A Look around the Archdiocese 
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THE JUSTICE AND PEACE OFFICE IS AN AGENCY 

OF THE CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY. 

THE OFFICE PROMOTES JUSTICE, PEACE, ECOL-

OGY AND DEVELOPMENT THROUGH EDUCA-

TIONAL, COLLABORATIVE AND ADVISORY AC-

TIVITIES BASED ON THE SOCIAL TEACHING OF 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

 
 

JUSTICE AND PEACE OFFICE  

CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY 

LEVEL 12, POLDING CENTRE,  

133 LIVERPOOL STREET, SYDNEY 2000 

 

PH: 02  9307 8465 

E: JPOINFO@SYDNEYCATHOLIC.ORG 

W: JUSTICEANDPEACE.ORG.AU 

 

6-25 December 2017. The Lights of Christmas—St Mary’s 

Cathedral Square 

A free Christmas sound and light show on the facade of St. 

Mary’s Cathedral. Carols at 7:30pm and the light show from 

8:30pm until midnight.  

 

7– 9 December 2017. Australian Catholic Youth Festival 

(ACYF) — Justice Activity Centre 

The Justice and Peace Office will be presenting a few short 

talks on 7 December 2017 (at 4:00-4:30pm) at the Justice 

Activity Centre within the Encounter Dome at the Sydney 

Showgrounds. There will also be plenty of other social justice 

activities running throughout ACYF at the Justice Activity 

Centre. If you know anyone who has signed up, tell them to 

visit the Justice Activity Centre.  

Cost: Entry to the Justice Activity Centre is included in the 

registration fee for ACYF 

For more information, visit: http://

youthfestival.catholic.org.au/ or download the app. 

 

7 December 2017. Rights Nights presents Mental Health 

and Criminal Justice  

People who suffer from a mental illness or have a cognitive 

disability are overrepresented in the criminal justice system. 

And even when people commit no crime, they may be invol-

untarily detained, secluded and restrained, ostensibly for their 

own protection and for the protection of the community. 

Is the current approach right? A Panel of Experts will discuss. 

Free. 6:00-9:00pm University of Technology Sydney Law 

School, Building 5B, Level 1, Moot Court 

1 Quay St, Haymarket, NSW 2007 

 

8 December 2017. Human Rights Awards  

The Human Rights Awards is the pinnacle of human rights 

recognition in Australia where this year’s winners will be 

announced. 12:00-3:00 PM, Westin Sydney, 1 Martin Place, 

Sydney For more info visit https://

hrawards.humanrights.gov.au/. To purchase tickets email 

hrawards@humanrights.gov.au or phone (02) 9284 9779.  

 

 

 

Now until 24 December 2017. Oxfam Gift Hub 

By partnering with not-for-profit retailer Oxfam, Broadway 

Sydney hopes to encourage the community to become the 

makers of goodwill and donate towards one of three hand-

made gifts for family and friends.  

Cost: variable. 10:00am-7:00pm, 1 Bay St, Glebe NSW 2037.  

For more information visit:  https://

whatson.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/events/oxfam-gift-hub 

 

10 December 2017. World Human Rights Day  

Unite with Aboriginal People’s Defence of Human Rights and 

march from Sydney Town Hall to the Opera House  

Cost: Free 

Time: 1:00 pm. 

 

9 December 2017. Same Sex Marriage: Where to from 

here? 
The postal survey returned a clear ‘yes’ vote, and freedoms of 

speech and religion are under threat. Come and hear from 

some of the best minds in the country about what we do from 

here. Guest speakers include Most Rev. Anthony Fisher OP, 

Archbishop of Sydney, Lyle Shelton, Managing Director of 

the Australian Christian Lobby and spokesman for the Coali-

tion for Marriage, and journalist Miranda Devine. Please note 

this event is for those aged 18 and over. 8am - 10am 

Novotel Sydney Olympic Park 11 Olympic Boulevard, Syd-

ney Olympic Park Life. For all enquiries please contact us at 

LMFevents@sydneycatholic.org or on (02) 9307 8400.  

 

14 December 2017. The Bishop’s Blend Christmas Drinks 

Join other young professionals for Christmas drinks at the 

Opera Bar, Circular Quay at 6:30pm.  

 

25 December 2017. Christmas Day -  John Franklin 

Christmas Lunch in the Shire 

John Franklin Christmas Lunch is an event jointly run by St 

Patrick’s Catholic Church and St John’s Anglican Church at 

Sutherland to provide a free Christmas lunch to those who are 

without company on Christmas Day.  If you know anyone 

who would like to attend, let them know or see if you can 

volunteer. Free. For more information, visit http://

www.johnfranklinchristmaslunch.com.au/about_us.html. 

What’s On Around Sydney 

mailto:hrawards@humanrights.gov.au

