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‘A Voice Cries in the Wilderness’

Pastoral Message of the Catholic Bishops of South Sudan

‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness, prepare the
way of the Lord, make his paths straight’. (Mark 1:3).

Preamble

These words of the prophet Isaiah, quoted by the evan-
gelists Matthew and Mark, have been greatly on our
minds. We, the Catholic Bishops of South Sudan, have
frequently written pastoral messages urging change in
our nation, but it seems they have had little effect. Nev-
ertheless, the Spirit is again calling upon us to write a
pastoral message, to reassure you that we are aware of
your situation, to make your voice known to the world,
and also to include some of the concrete steps which we
intend to take.

Therefore we address this pastoral message to the faith-
ful people of South Sudan to give you hope and courage.
At our meeting in Juba from 21 - 23" February 2017,
along with the Apostolic Nuncio to South Sudan and
Kenya, Archbishop Charles Daniel Balvo, we “read the
signs of the times” and listen to what God is saying to
us through the concrete situation in which we find our-
selves. We have heard disturbing reports from all seven
of our dioceses spanning the whole country, and have
reflected on how we should respond. God is speaking to
us.

The Situation in South Sudan

Our country is not at peace. People live in fear. The civil
war, which we have frequently described as having no
moral justification whatsoever, continues. Despite our
calls to all parties, factions and individuals to STOP
THE WAR, nevertheless killing, raping, looting, dis-

placed people in Lamwo, Uganda. Image: The Tablet.

placement, attacks on churches and destruction of
property continue all over the country. In some
towns there is calm, but the absence of gunfire does
not mean peace has come. In other towns, civilians
are effectively trapped inside the town due to insecu-
rity on the surrounding roads.

While some fighting is between government and op-
position forces, we are concerned to note that much
of the violence is being perpetrated by government
and opposition forces against civilians. There seems
to be a perception that people in certain locations or
from certain ethnic groups are with the other side,
and thus they are targeted by armed forces. They are
killed, raped, tortured, burned, beaten, looted, har-
assed, detained, displaced from their homes and pre-
vented from harvesting their crops. Some towns have

become “ghost towns”, empty except for sec-  cont. p3
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http://www.thetablet.co.uk/news/6977/0/south-sudanese-leaders-have-moral-obligation-to-take-action-as-slaughter-of-civilians-continues-say-catholic-bishops
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