Rediscovering the ‘Gospel of work’

- Cardinal Stanislaw Rylko, Pontifical Council for the Laity

What is work? What mean-
ing does it have in the lives
of men and women? What is
its profound value? These
are not theoretical questions
in any way! They have very
practical implications for
each one of our lives. They
help us to shed light upon
our relationship with our
daily work; they allow us to
understand what work is for
us on a personal level, how
we live it concretely in our
lives. Therefore, these are Image: brutallyhonest.org
important questions that should not be avoided.

Unfortunately, in our days, a rather superficial, partial and reductive approach to work is widespread. It is one
that runs the risk of falsifying reality. For many, work is only a way for earning money or for enrichment; for
others it is a way of achieving success, developing a career, acquiring power. There are people who transform
work into a sort of absolute; something for which they are ready to sacrifice everything else, even including their
own dignity, their family and their children. This is a sort of idolatry of work. On the other hand, there are peo-
ple who hate work and consider it a curse. So what is work? And, above all, what does it mean in the eyes of God,
the Creator and Redeemer of humanity?

The Bible teaches us that in the life of the human person, created in God’s image and resemblance, work is a true
and specific vocation. Through work (any work, be it manual or intellectual), God calls us to participate in his
work of creating the world. In the present state of humanity, wounded by sin, in bearing the sweat of one’s brow
and the effort of work in union with Christ crucified humanity cooperates in the work of Redemption. This is
the beating heart of the “Gospel of work” to which Saint John Paul II so often referred.

The value and dignity of human work is to be found also in the fact that it is done by a person. Saint John Paul
I repeated with vigour: “... the primary basis of the value of work is Man himself, who is its subject. This leads
immediately to a very important conclusion of an ethical nature: however true it may be that Man is destined

for work and called to it, in the first place work is "for man" and not man "for work"” Cont onp. 2
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