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An authentic faith - which is  
never comfortable or completely 
personal - always involves a deep 
desire to change the world, to 
transmit values, to leave this 
earth somehow better than we 
found it.
POpe Francis,
Evangelii Gaudium
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// Appendix CONT

1967 Populorum Progressio – “The Development of Peoples” Paul VI
The Development of Peoples Charter for development – ‘the new name for peace’:  Deals with 
structural poverty, aid and trade. Limits put on profi t motive and the right to private property. 
Christians to strive for international justice.

1971 Octogesima Adveniens – “On the Eightieth Year” – Paul VI
A Call to Action Rome doesn’t necessarily have the answer: Need for local church to respond 
to specifi c situations. Urbanisation has brought new injustices. We are called to political 
action.

1971 Justicia in Mundo - “Justice in the World” – Synod
‘Justice is a constitutive dimension of the preaching of the Gospel…’ The Church must examine 
its conscience about its lifestyle and so witness to the Gospel. Importance of Education
for Justice.

1975 Evangelii Nuntiandi -  “Evangelisation in the Modern World”– Paul VI
Profound links between evangelization and development and liberation. Only the kingdom 
is absolute; everything else is relative. All levels of society are to be transformed by the power 
of the good news.

1981 Laborem Exercens -  “On Human Work”  – John Paul II
On Human Work For JPII work is the central social issue. Work increases human dignity. Priority 
of labour over capital. Rights of workers (especially women) and unions. Critique of capitalism 
as well as Marxism.
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1987 Sollicitudo Rei Socialis - “The Social Concern of the Church” – John Paul II
Social Concern Updates Populorum Progressio with analysis of global development: North/
South divide blamed on confrontation between capitalism and Marxism. Conversion from 
‘Structures of sin’ towards solidarity and option for the poor.

1991 Centesimus Annus – “The One Hundredth Year” – John Paul II
One Hundred Years Review of CST and major events of the last century, constantly affi  rming 
human dignity and human rights, justice and peace. The fall of Marxism does not signify a 
victory for capitalism.

2009 Caritas in Veritate - “Charity in Truth” – BenedictXVI
Charity in Truth Updates Populorum Progressio with a comprehensive review of development 
and some refl ection on the economic crisis and business ethics. Provides a theological 
framework for CST.

2013 Evangelii Gaudium - ”The Joy of  the Gospel” - First Apostolic Exhortation by 
Pope Francis
The Pope speaks on numerous themes, including evangelization, peace, homiletics, social 
justice, the family, respect for creation, faith and politics, ecumenism, interreligious dialogue, 
and the role of women and of the laity in the Church.
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For more information, please contact us at the Justice and Peace Offi  ce by visiting our website.
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