In early May 2015, Catholic Earthcare Australia
Director, Jacqui Rémond went to Rome to attend
a meeting to prepare for the release of the ecologi-
cal encyclical Laudato Si’, On the Care of

our Common Home. Jacqui met with Pope Francis,
during her visit. Below, are some of her reflec-
tions.*

‘Thad arrived in Rome, and felt elated to greet a
group of half a dozen Catholics who had lit a spark
in December 2014. We wanted to harness the
good will of Catholics across the globe to address
climate change. Together with some religious and
mostly lay people, we launched the Global Catholic
Climate Movement (GCCM) in January 2015
when Pope Francis received our statement on cli-
mate change.

As a result, six of us were invited to meet Pope
Francis. Outside the Vatican this day, with our
tickets in hand, we were permitted to walk to a
back laneway where we stood by an archway and
were greeted by Pontifical Ceremonies, Monsignor
Guillermo Karcher. Our names were then called to
walk under an archway which led to a side door
into the Vatican. As I walked through the corri-
dors I felt awestruck.

We brought with us the recently crafted GCCM
Petition calling for bold climate action and our
intention was to ask Pope Francis to sign it. When
Pope Francis arrived the crowd cheered. As Pope
Francis moved towards us we could see that
Brother Sun had created lines of sweat that were
flowing down his face. His face was radiating joy
and his hand shake was firm, and gentle.

—

SPECIAL ISSUE ON THE
ENCYCLICAL

Jacqui Rémond (centre) with Pope Francis
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He listened with warmth as our Argentinian friend
Tomas introduced us and the GCCM, naming our
countries of origin: Africa, Australia, Argentina and
the Philippines. Tomas then explained the peti-
tion. Pope Francis’ response was that protocol dic-
tated that he could not sign it himself, but he would
ask Cardinal Karcher to sign the petition on his be-
half to emphasise his endorsement and encourage
Catholics to sign it. He then made a joke that we
were competing with his encyclical! His energy was
joyful with a good dose of humour and delight.

As we thanked Pope Francis and walked away I felt a
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