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The ageold problem of slavery has a modern facerded
labour, deceptive recruiting, debt bondage, forced marriage
and trafficking are examples of practices that enable people
to be controlled, exploited and deprived of their innate dig-
nity and freedom. They are complex and entrenched prob-
lems that degrade our human family in a multitude of ways.

Now, these problems are firmly in the sights of Pope Fran-
cis. While the Catholic Church (particularly religious con-
gregations) has long been working to end trafficking and
slavery and alleviate the harm they cause, Pope Francis is
renewing and reinvigoratingf
rai sed his voi ctromagvadaomntere t h
giving rise to slavery and trafficking. In his 2015 message
on the World Day of Peace and his recent encyclical;
d a t ohe iled dgainst the threat to our core values, scothers. Finally, violence (or the threat of violence) enforces
essential to the quality of our family life and the lives of compliance with those who exploit.
our communities. The innate dignity of all people, our
respect for each other and our shared equality as brotherope Francis is asking us to intervene. He has invited us to
and sisters in Christ are principles we can easily recognifractice acts of fraternity towards those kept in a state of en-
as Catholics. Yet, he says, by participating in a culture oslavement © t o exerci se our consci er
economy that makes people into objects or commodities falifficulttaskd of | i ving as a gl obal f
be used and thrown away, wa&hadhereln gatidularihe asks uPte @nsiled dageryiintela t e
dignity to be dismissed in favour of a monetary value.  tion to our actions as consumei$:urgently appeal to all men

and women of good willé not to
Worse, in a society preoccupied with love of money and evil, not to turn away from the sufferings of our brothers and
financial gain, businesses seek to maximize profit. The si st er sé who are depri wed qf6.tl}
consequent poverty, underdevelopment and exclusion inWorld Peace Day Message 2015).
our global society is fundamentally undermining the values
we hold so dear. The poor, especially those in extreme Th e P o p e todoage & new wosddwille solidarity and
poverty, are desperate to survive and vulnerable to explof- r a t e if yoi woyld like to find out more or work toward
tation. Love of power and money also give rise to corrupeliminating slavery and trafficking, read on!
tion, which facilitates and condones the exploitation of
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Pope Francis responds to two young children

U.N. Global Initiative to Fight Human Trafficking Statistics

Estimated global annual profits made from the exploi An estimated 1.2 million children are trafficked each year.
tion of all trafficked forced labour are US$ 31.6 billiol T

An estimated 2.5 million people are in forced labour at any g
The majority of trafficking victims are between 18 anc time as a result of trafficking & 1.4 million or 56% of these p{
24 years of age. ple are in Asia and the Pacific.
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On the right PATH!

From the grassoots to international levels, Catholics
are working to counter trafficking and slavery. The
Josephite Countérrafficking Project (JCTP), for ex-
ample, works within the Sydney Trafficking Response
Network, monitors trafficking within Australia and pro-
vides direct services to those who have been trafficked.
Sister Margaret Ng from the JCTP has been of
finvaluable assistancée isuppoffing trafficked cli-
ents in court as they have navigated the complicated
legal process of assisting a police prosecution,a ¢ -
cording to Ruth Chandler, Centre Coordinator of Anti
Slavery Australia.
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The JCTP also advocates on behalf of those who havé
been trafficked, raises awareness in schools and col-

Sponsor or organise
an event to raise
awareness of slaver
and trafficking;
Consider reaching

out and supporting
victims of slavery

and trafficking lo-
cated within your area;
Write to your local member of parliament and let
them know this issue is important to you;
Support the work of Catholic organisations inter-
nationally to counter slavery and trafficking; and
Buy fair trade and slaveffyee products

9

laborates with parishes. As a result of the talks given irf O more great ideas about how you, your friends,

Enfield parish earlier this year to celebrate the feast of°
St Bakhita, a group of four parishioners decided toT
form O6Parish Against Traf
The gr o topaisadwareness of human traffick-
ing, to advocate for and support all who have been traf-
f i ¢ kRATH sdipports the work of the JCTP, which
operates nearby.

The Australian Catholic Religious Against the Traffick-
ing of Humans (ACRATH) works to eliminate human
trafficking by: raising awareness of its causes and the
scope for action; meeting the needs of people trafficked
in Australia; and collaborating with other organisations.
Australian Catholics are also active internationally
through Caritas International and the International
Christian Organisations Against Trafficking Network
(COATNET).

If you would like to take up the challenge and start
helping to eradicate slavery and trafficking, you can:

1 Report behaviour you think is trafficking or slav-
ery to the appropriate authorities;
1 Pray for all trafficked people, for an end to slav-

ery and seek to include these prayers in the life
of your parish;

chool or parish can take action visit:

The ACRATH websiteHttp://acrath.org.awdnd
Ekifl 8P HORmaRLEBKGBraphl
about the host of other Catholic organisations
working at national and international levels under
the 6linksé tab on the
Enfield parishadmin@stjosephenfield.org.aor
JCTPhttp://www.sosj.org.au/whave-are-doing/
index.cfm?loadref=78
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Prayer of Hope from JCTP
God of wonder and beauty
all of creation is precious to You.

We are disturbed that so many of Your people
are suffering because of being trafficked.
We pray for those who are suffering, that they
may know deep peace and love in their hearts.
We pray for ourselves that we will have the
courage to take action so that trafficking stops.
We pray for those who initiate such terrible acts
of injustice that their hearts may change.

We pray for those in leadership and influential positions

that they will continue to initiate safeguards, laws and
processes that address the issues of trafficking.
God of love, bring hope to our world.
Amen
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Reflection and Action against Human Trafficking
By Sister Margaret Ng rs;.

Human trafficking, or moderday slavery happens when worker, worked on a building
people are treated as property, bought or sold, deprivedife in Canberra. The trafficker
their right to leave, to refuse to work, or to demand com-disappeared with Han and his-
pensation. Itis prevalent in the world today and itisestwor ker sd wages
mated that 20.9 million people are victims of forced la- left penniless and starving. Li
bour globally (ILO 2012). The average cost of a human had been caught in a poverty |
slave is US$90. According to the US State Department, trap, and, in order to survive wi
approximately 800,000 men, women and children are forced into prostitution. She
trafficked internationally every year, 80% of these are thought that she was coming to

females and more than 50% are children. Australia to work and earn a lot of money. On her arri-

val she was told that she owed her employer $50,000

_ _ el and found herself in debt bondage. Rani, aged 17, a
young girls being captured by Boko Haram in Nigeria.  pigh school student in Melbourne, was told by her par-
They were held in captivity for over a year, kept or sold gng that she would be taken overseas to marry someone
as sex slaves or coerced into forced marriages vylth theit, hom she had never met. Fortunately, when a commu-
captors. More recently we have heard of girls being useqli, organisation spoke at her school she discovered her

as human sacrifices in bombings in market places. In thﬁght to choose her own husband and not to be forced
words of Pope Franci Sater'SIiﬁtd’n‘?aFrié(ge.and trafficking are

rible offence against human dignity and a grave violation
against human rights 0 Ot her

| think many of us will have heard of the horrors of

peopl eds stories hav

Does slavery happen in Australia? Yes, we are all part o[fned'a: 9”'0 Ram was tra:fﬂcke(.j to Australia, kept in
the supply chain of goods and commaodities. Today, Au& O M dition s n "’? kin to slaver
tralia is part of the trafficking problem, being a destina- suburban restaurant; the Fair Work Ombudsman re-

tion country for trafficked men, women and children whoCently found foreign workers had been exploited at the

have been brought into the country under false pretence@"’liada Group chicken processing plants; and similarly,
and exploited through forced labour. They are not free t&he ABC Four Corners program recently showed labour

leave because of fear or threat of harm to them and/or hire contractors are exploiting foreign workers in the
their families. Some are sold into sexual servitude by agriculture industry.

agents, their passports are taken away and they are forced . _ _

to work to repay the debt to the brothel owner. Others There are millions of other stories of women, children
have ended up working in slatike conditions, often and men who, like Job, are suffering. Each one of us

abused and paid a pittance for long hours of work, in tersan make a difference in their lives. We cgn. start by )
rible conditions, e.g. in sweatshops, the construction in- .mo.vmg out of 'our cgmfort zones and imagining what it
dustry, the agricultural sector or domestic servitude. is like to walk in their shoes. We can educate ourselves

and learn more about human trafficking and we can
| am able to share with you four stories from real peoplespeak about it to others. Finally, we can demand slave
trafficked into Australia. Their names have been changdtee products, buy fair trade products and advocate for
for confidentiality purposes. Fatima was a domestic  legislation that protects trafficked people.
worker in a Consulate who fled after being enslaved for
months. She had received no wages. Han, a construction

This is an amended extract from a speech given by Sister Margaret to Enfield parish on the feast of St Bakhita on 8 Februaéyjs.
Sister Margaret, of the Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart, runs the Josephite Courteafficking Project (JCTP)
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