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“Take Heart, Get Up”

On October 17, parishioners, students and community
leaders from the Catholic Archdiocese who are involved in
the work of Sydney Alliance came together in the crypt at St
Patrick’s Church Hill to celebrate their achievements in
creating change. They also prepared together for the
Sydney Alliance City Assembly, a major public action
taking place 10 days later at the Sydney Town Hall.
The theme of the night’s gathering was ‘Take Heart, Get
Up’ which comes from the Gospel for 28 October (Mark
10:49), the Sunday of the City Assembly. They are the
disciples’ words to the blind Bartimeus, encouraging him to
seek healing from Christ. As active disciples of Jesus, those
presented reflected on their calling to bring about healing in
their own neighbourhoods and city. They are doing this in
the Sydney Alliance through work on issues such as social
inclusion, community health and support, and transport.
The night kicked off with a conversation over a meal.
People shared their own personal stories, of lack of safety on
transport, of seeking employment, of relating to the police or
of accessing community support and health .. Many spoke of
stories of struggle and hardship, and how their faith calls
them to act.
The evening then moved into a celebration of 4 years of
Sydney Alliance involvement in the Archdiocese of Sydney,
and an energetic briefing for the Assembly on the 28th.
Parishioners were exhorted to be “actors, not an audience”
and to claim the assembly as an opportunity to make
concrete change and witness to their faith.
The climax of the evening was Mass, celebrated by Bishop

Peter Comensoli and concelebrated by Monsignor Fr Tony
Doherty and Fr Ron Nissen SM. Bishop Comensoli was
thoroughly impressed by the level of commitment and
enthusiasm of parishioners from across Sydney. The Mass
concluded with a commissioning prayer over the
Archdiocesan delegates and their active roles in the City
Assembly on 28 October. Keep an eye out for next month’s
Act Justly which will report on the Assembly itself!

Justice and Peace Gathering for
Archdiocesan Parishioners
Saturday 10 November
10:30am - 3pm
St Patrick’s Church hall, 5 Drynan Street,
Summer Hill
An invitation to parishioners to break open this year’s
Australian Catholic Bishops’ Social Justice Statement
which focuses on emerging social and economic challenges facing families today.
Share experiences and ideas for justice and peace in
your community. Listen to guest speaker, Maureen
Eagles, director of Family, Children and Youth Services for CatholicCare Sydney.
Together we can discover practical ways to help reach
out to families in need.
Lunch is provided. For catering purposes, please contact
9390 5935 or email christinedrozario@sydneycatholic.org
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End Immigration Detention of Children
On 28 September at Catholic Mission, the newly
formed Australian Coalition to End Immigration Detention of Children launched a campaign to ‘End
Child Detention’ in Australia. Its main message: child
detention is a problem, not a solution. Among individuals and organisations that attended and supported
the launch were the Australian Young Christian Students Movement (AYCS), the Australian Catholic
Migrants and Refugee Office, and ChilOut – a non-for
-profit seeking to end the detention of children.
Alarmingly, in 2012 alone, there have been 686 children in detention facilities. “Detention facilities are
known to cause incredible mental distress... 9 suicides, over 370 suicide attempts, 380 attempts of self
harm. This is definitely no environment for a child”
said Joe Maloney from the Australian Migrants and
Refugees Office. Despite Australia being a signatory
to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child, the ‘best interests of the child’ (art. 3) and ‘a
right to special protection’ (art. 22) have clearly not
been considered in new plans for offshore and indefinite detention.
The efforts of young people have been at the fore of
the campaign to end detention of children. Chair of
AYCS, high school student Tessa Ganley, spoke of
their social media campaign which raised awareness
of the plight of young refugees and asylum seekers to
more than 13,000 people on Facebook.
“The youth of Australia can easily identify with what
it would be like to be locked up, and they know that a
country like Australia should not allow this to hap-

pen.” Tessa told the tragic story of Miriam, a child
who suffered terrible psychological damage throughout the years of her detention, leading to her attempted suicide in a detention facility at just 12 years
old. “All children are vulnerable and need protection...Just because they weren’t born here, does it
mean they’re not as worthy?”
The movement of young people around this major
issue was hailed by Dianne Hiles of ChilOut to be an
extremely encouraging force towards ending detention of children. The AYCS will continue to network
with thousands of students, and will be joined by
ChilOut and their Youth Ambassadors, plus church
and community organisations to End Child Detention
in Australia. Greater support to spread word on a
nation-wide scale is needed.

To sign up to the international campaign or for
more information on how you can help, visit:
http://endchilddetention.org/

Climate Change and the Pacific Islands
By Maria Tiimon
Pacific Island Countries are among the most vulnerable in the world to the adverse effects of climate
change. The very existence of some low-lying Pacific
Island Countries, such as Kiribati and Tuvalu (which
are just two meters above sea level) are threatened by
climate change. Rising sea levels can easily be affected by changes in rainfall, storm frequency/
intensity, and intensity of tropical cyclones. A rise of
the average sea level by just one metre (when superimposed on storm surges), could easily submerge low

lying islands. My people rely on the decision of the
world leaders. For rich countries climate justice is
about the economy, losing jobs, carbon pricing and so
on. For the people of Kiribati and Tuvalu, climate justice is about losing our culture and identity, human
rights, and survival. While industrialised countries
debate on this issue, our people are struggling to survive.
Maria Tiimon is a community educator at the
Edmund Rice Centre. She is from Kiribati.
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An Important Message from Pacific Islanders
We are two members of the Pacific Calling Partnership’s (PCP) first all-Pacific Islander delegation hoping to
attend the UN Conference of the Parties (COP 18) in Doha, Qatar from 7-26 November 2012. Our four person
delegation includes two Kiribati and two Tuvalu nationals: Kateia Kaikai SMSM and Maria Tiimon from
Kiribati, and Maina Talia and Melton Tauetia from Tuvalu.
The urgency of the situation faced by Pacific Islands has been acknowledged by the UNFCC. The 2011
Australian Government Report on Pacific Climate Change shows that rising sea levels are projected to
continue. In raising the profile of Pacific Island climate justice issues and presenting a human face of climate
change, the PCP presence is very important as a voice of civil society from the front line.
The Pacific Calling Partnership crucially needs funds to help our delegation attend. If you wish to support our
delegation in any way, please contact the Pacific Calling Partnership secretary at maritami@erc.org.au
In peace,
Sr. Kateia Kaikai SMSM and Maria Tiimon

Cycling for a Cause
By Miriam Pepper
Between October 5 and 11, many different faith communities left the car at home to walk, ride and even
skateboard to worship. Ride to Worship Week is an
initiative by multi-faith organisation Australian Religious Response to Climate Change held across all
states.
Thea Ormerod from Our Lady of Fatima Parish,
Kingsgrove said the day was a great awareness-raiser.
“Each year in our parish people seem to be more aware
that Ride to Worship is happening. Hopefully it gets
them thinking about their use of cars.” Donna Muston
from Biloela Uniting Church in Queensland said that
all ages took part in the ride ranging from a four year
old to over 50s. “I believe this event drew people together. New friendships and links were formed, and it
was especially encouraging to see people from different sections of the community worshipping together.”
People from approximately 40 religious communities
across Australia took part and celebrated in unique
ways. This movement showed that across different
religions there is awareness that we have a responsibility to actively care for the earth.
On the weekend prior to Ride to Worship Week, a
group of Hindu young people walked between temples
from Westmead in Sydney’s west to Helensburgh in
the south, keeping the great Hindu tradition of Pada
Yatra, pilgrimage on foot, alive.
Proud to show her support for environmentallyfriendly transport, Jeanette of Our Lady of Fatima Parish, Kingsgrove distributed Ride to Worship stickers to
encourage parishioners to start a new habit of walking

Participants in Ride to Worship Week at Our Lady of
Fatima parish Kingsgrove, from left to right: Thea
Ormerod, Margolit Phillips, Greg Steward and
Jeanette Akross. Photographer, Emily Akross
or cycling. She believes: “Ride a bike where you
want to go and you arrive energetic and your mind is
clear! It keeps you fit and keeps the weight off, plus it
costs much less than a car.”
Ride to Worship Week can also be celebrated any
part of the year with some groups preparing to celebrate at a later date. Sue Taylor of St Barnabas Anglican Church in West Leederville Perth said they intend to celebrate at a later week and there are plans to
hold a breakfast and possibly partner with an art exhibition by the Australian Board of Missions (ABM) on
climate change issues.
Ride to Worship Week encouraged greater group reflection on the connections between spirituality and
transport behaviour. For more information please
visit ARRCC's website: www.arrcc.org.au/ride-toworship-week-2012.

JUSTICE AND PEACE OFFICE OCTOBER 2012 VOL 4 NO 4

Justice for our World’s Indigenous People
By Alexandra Engle
Caritas Australia’s Walk As One:
Connecting with our World’s Indigenous Peoples campaign is
now in full swing! Local film
screenings are being organised,
educational resources are hitting
high schools and local MPs are
being engaged.

both the global and more localised
implications of the campaign.

You can get involved in the campaign to help keep up the momentum and make sure the Walk As One
message continues to be heard loud
and clear. In just 30 seconds you
can sign the Walk As One petition
and tell your local MP that Indigenous justice matters to you. If you
Caritas Australia’s CEO Jack de Caritas Local Director, Daniel Chan and have 2 mins order your free Walk As
Groot met with Prime Minister
Deputy Leader of the Opposition in WA,
One campaign kit and start planning
Roger Cook MLA
Julia Gillard and the Deputy
your local film screening. If you have
Leader of the Opposition Julie
5 mins check out the fantastic Walk
Bishop, to highlight the urgent need for increased Govas One resources (including lesson plans, liturgical
ernment support to address Indigenous poverty and
materials, and research report).
injustice around the world. Deputy Leader of the OpFor more information, contact Campaigns and Advoposition in WA Roger Cook MLA was also visited by
cacy Coordinator Alex Engle on (02) 8306 3403.
local Caritas Director Daniel Chan last week to discuss

What’s on around Sydney
5 November BOOK LAUNCH: A DECISION TO
DISCRIMINATE—ABORIGINAL DISEMPOWERMENT IN THE NORTHERN TERRITORY
6:00pm for 6:30pm, Gleebooks, 49 Glebe Point
Rd, Glebe. To order the book:
www.concernedaustralians.com.au
8 November ASYLUM SEEKERS CENTRE
DOCUMENTARY SCREENING ‘THE LAST
SURVIVOR’
7:00pm, Randwick Ritz, 39-47 St Pauls St,
Randwick. Tickets $25 ($20 concession)
To book: http://www.trybooking.com/33520
Contact: Meredith Downes. development@asylumseekerscentre.org.au

14 November MORNING TEA WITH THE
PACIFIC CALLING PARTNERSHIP
10:00am - 12:00 noon, Gilbert and Tobin, level 37,
2 Park Street, Sydney. Discuss the hidden stories
behind climate change as the PCP delegation prepares
for the 2012 UN climate change conference in Doha.
RSVP for catering purposes to Jill Finnane: 02 8762
4200 or jillf@erc.org.au
6-7 December THIRD NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE PASTORAL CARE OF
MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES
Organised on behalf of the Australian Catholic
Bishops Conference through the Australian Catholic
Migrant and Refugee Office.
To register, please visit: www.acmro.catholic.org.au
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