CONTENTS
REFUGEE ADVOCATE SAYS
CHILDREN KEPT IN DETENTION
DESPITE GOVERNMENT
PROMISES ......................... 1
AROUND THE PARISHES ·········· 2
COLUMBAN RESOURCE
FOR YOUR NEWSLETTERS ........ 3
SOLIDARITY WITH KIRIBATI ····· 4
WHAT’S ON
AROUND SYDNEY .................. 5

Refugee Advocate Says Children Kept in
Detention Despite Government Promises
By changing how it refers to refugee
detention centres, the Federal
Government has managed to reneg
on its promise not to keep children
under lock and key while they are
waiting to be processed.
"Refugee children are being kept in
detention but instead of being known
as detention centres the Government
has given the facilities new names
such as the Brisbane Immigration
Transitional Accommodation (BITA) to
skirt around the issue," says longtime
refugee advocate, Marist Father Jim
Carty….
Immigration Transitional
Accommodation centres are already in
operation in both Brisbane and
Melbourne's Broadmeadows, with a
third is due to open shortly in
Adelaide. While the Government
insists such centres are for "low
security refugees," enabling singles
and families to live within the
community while waiting to be
processed, the Melbourne centre in
Broadmeadows is hidden away
behind the Maygar Army Barracks on
Camp Road.
Refugee activists have been holding
protests about the centre as well as
the secrecy surrounding the facility
from the time the first group arrived,
which comprised 30 Afghan youths all
of whom were unaccompanied minors

and officially still children.
In Brisbane the facility which offers
what the Government calls "motel
style accommodation" with 30 beds in
a series of double rooms and 10 units
for families was designed by
correctional architecture experts,

Guymer/Bailey with the boast the
centre would have a "softer more
humane look."
But according to Fr Jim, no matter
how the name is changed or the
centre is dressed up, these
government facilities are still detention
centres.
One of the problems he says is that
with the change in name and different
facilities being opened it is difficult not
only to know where all the camps are
and to access them as well as to
know how many refugees are being
detained this way….
While Fr Carty hopes current
negotiations to break the stalemate of
the recent federal election between
Parliament's three rural cross-

benchers and the Gillard-led
government and Abbott-led
Opposition may bring about more
compassion where refugees are
concerned, he is not counting on it.
"The three have also said they
want more compassion for refugees,
I have the gravest concerns about
Julia Gillard, who faced with
difficulties over opening a regional
processing centre in East Timor, is
now hinting of reopening the
detention centre of Nauru."
Fr Carty visited Nauru during the
time the Howard Government
detained refugees there and calls it a
"one of the blackest periods in our
history in terms of our treatment of
asylum seekers and refugees."
The refugees were held on the
island for four years in unbelievable
heat, isolated and traumatised and
although the majority were eventually
given residency here, many still suffer
severe mental problems as a result of
their incarceration from which most
will never recover, he says.
Excerpted and reproduced with
permission from Catholic
Communications, Sydney
Archdiocese. To receive other news
from by Catholic Communications
each week, subscribe at
www.sydney.catholic.org.au/news/
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Around the Parishes
A TRIBUTE TO HOWARD BELL
Howard Bell has stepped down as
acting chair of the Inner Sydney
Catholic Social Justice Group, which
is the social justice group for the
parishes of St James (Glebe), St
Benedict’s (Broadway) and St Bede’s
(Ultimo). It was Howard’s enormous
energy and vision that helped the
group become established and active.
Over the few years of the group’s
existence, Howard’s leadership has
led to a number of initiatives to
advocate for marginalised people in
Australia.
One of the most important of those
initiatives was a submission that
Howard wrote to the 2009 House of
Representatives Inquiry into
homelessness legislation. The
submission applied the principles of
Catholic social teaching and the
Universal Declaration on Human
Rights to the question of
homelessness in Australia. It framed
the issue of homelessness as one of

social justice and human rights.
The Committee’s report was tabled in
November 2009 under the title
Housing the Homeless: Report on the
inquiry into homelessness legislation.
It referred to the group’s submission

several times. You can see the report
and a link to submissions at http://
www.aph.gov.au/house/committee/
fchy/homelessness/report.htm.
Other examples of advocacy by the
group have been a letter on the
treatment of refugees and a submission
to the UN Human Rights Council in
connection with the universal periodic
review of Australia’s membership. You
can see them at the group’s website:
https://sites.google.com/site/
sydneysocialjustice/Home.
The Inner Sydney Catholic Social
Justice Group wishes Howard every
success for the future and would like
to record their thanks and admiration
for the energy and love that he
lavished on their work.

ELECTION ACTION IN HUGHES
Prior to the federal election, the parish
of Holy Family Menai joined in with
other Church and Community groups
in the Hughes electorate to hold a
Making Poverty History forum. About

60 people attended, concerned about
the global poverty reduction and
ready to ask local candidates about
their policies in this area. All local
candidates were invited to speak
about their position on increasing aid

to developing countries to 0.7% of
GDP, meeting the Milennium Goals,
and to address climate change. Labor
and Greens candidates participated
and at the conclusion of the evening,
Engadine and Menai Catholic
Churches, and Sutherland Anglican
Church each presented Make Poverty
History Banners bearing their
signatures as a sign of their
commitment to poverty reduction.
Members of the Holy Family parish
social justice group described the
event as an ‘inspiring experience of
solidarity.’ Once the new government
is formed, members of the group,
together with the Menai TEAR group,
will present over 400 signed Micah
Challenge 5th Birthday cards to their
local MP to stress their desire for
policies which reduce infant mortality
worldwide.

Columban
resource
for your
newsletters
The Columban Mission Institute
Centre for Peace Ecology and
Justice produces a monthly
bulletin with ideas and reflections
for your parish and school
newsletters. Help your community
make connections between
scripture and action. Growing a
Culture of Peace September
Bulletin No 8 is out now. The
theme is “Commitment is….” For
further information contact: Anne
Lanyon, Co-ordinator, Columban
Mission Institute Centre for
Peace, Ecology and Justice,
Locked Bag 2002, Strathfield
NSW 2135. Phone: 9352 8021
Fax: 02 9746 8033
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Solidarity
with Kiribati
Right now a delegation of community
leaders, supported by the Edmund
Rice Centre in conjunction with the
Pacific Calling Partnership is in
Kiribati. The delegation is led by one
of the most senior Indigenous leaders
in Australia Patrick Dodson and ERC
director Phil Glendenning, and
includes representatives from
Indigenous communities, the arts,
media and education.
“It is a powerful irony that the call
from the people of the Pacific for

support for their efforts in
combating the impact of climate
change has been heard by senior
Indigenous leaders, like Patrick
Dodson”. Mr Glendenning said.
“This stands in stark contrast to the
neglect the issue received in the
recent Federal election, when the
impact of our greenhouse gas
emissions on people in places like
Kiribati was not even mentioned.
The visit to Kiribati will include
meetings with Kiribati' President,
Anote Tong, education and health
officials, community leaders, church
groups and other groups from across
the Gilbert and Ellis Islands. The
delegation will also be involved in the
planting of mangroves side by side

What’s on around Sydney
9 September EXPLORING THE HOLY SEE TO THE UNITED
NATIONS
A DVD and discussion evening for young adults hosted by the
Archdiocese of Sydney Life, Marriage and Family Centre.
Refreshments provided. 5:30pm - 7:30pm, The Polding
Centre, 133 Liverpool St, Sydney. RSVP to
lmfevents@sydneycatholic.org.

14 September ALBIE SACHS: TRUTH AND
RECONCILIATION
This year’s Hal Wootten Lecture is from Albie Sachs, who
played a key role in South Africa's road to reconciliation. Hear
him speak about the meanings of truth in a complex society,
the place of restorative justice in the contemporary world and
the role of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.
6:15pm – 8pm, The Law Theatre, Law Building,
University of New South Wales, Kensington Campus.
Contact: 9385 9531.

14 September VALUING ABORIGINAL VOICES
Newtown Spirituality in the Pub presents Alana Taylor and
Ralph Townsend, local Aboriginal people with a story to tell.
Sometimes joyful, sometimes sad, always interesting and
thought- provoking as we continue to search for ways to bridge
the cultural gap. 7:30pm – 9pm, The Town Hall Hotel,
326 King St, Newtown. Contact: 9557 3197.

with local Kiribati people, who have
always been strong and resilient in
dealing with the difficulties that nature
has provided for them. Climate
change, to which they have made no
contribution, is another matter entirely
and requires effective international
support.
“The people of Kiribati have shown
over the years that they possess the
skills and knowledge to live
sustainable lives in harmony with
their environment which is, of course,
98% ocean. What they have been
unable to achieve with regard to
climate change is the need for the
world to take them and their needs
seriously, and to stop polluting the
atmosphere”, Mr Glendenning said.

15 September BEING A HUMAN SHIELD IN IRAQ
Donna Mulhearn is the author of Ordinary Courage: Journey
to Baghdad as a Human Shield. Join her as she speaks about
her experiences in Iraq and her commitment to world
peace. 1pm - 2:15pm, Theatrette, NSW Parliament
House, 6 Macquarie St, Sydney. Contact: 9230 3341.

20 September PEACE AND VIOLENCE IN AUSTRALIA
The theme of this year’s Social Justice Sunday Statement
is Violence in Australia: A Message of Peace. The
Archdiocesan Justice and Peace Office is hosting this
workshop to help you break open the statement and
prepare to promote and explore it in parishes or other
communities. 6pm - 8pm, The Polding Centre,
133 Liverpool St, Sydney. RSVP to Chantelle: 9390
5319 or chantelle.ogilvie@sydneycatholic.org

21 September INTERFAITH INTERNATIONAL DAY OF
PEACE SERVICE
Representatives from Aboriginal, Bahai, Buddhist, Christian,
Hindu, Islamic, Jain, Jewish, Sikh, Sufi and Zoroastrian
Communities will offer prayers for peace at this celebration of
the UN International Day of Peace. There will be time for
silent reflection and at midday the church bell will be rung.
Light refreshments will follow the service. 11am, St David’s
Uniting Church Hall, 454 Pacific Highway, Lindfield.
Contact: Rev. Manas Ghosh 9416-2746.
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What’s on around Sydney (cont.)
21 September INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE AT
MARTIN PLACE
The Ministry for Peace Sydney is holding this all day
celebration, with contributions from a range of groups,
including faiths and community organisations. Highlights
include religious readings, lunch time community dancing
and a flag ceremony with school children from across
Sydney. 7am – 7pm, Martin Place, Sydney.

23 September BOOK LAUNCH: POWER IN COALITION
Amanda Tattersal, Director of the Sydney Alliance,
launches her new book, which examines the potential for
broad based coalitions to effect social change,
organizational renewal and union revitalisation.
6pm, Trades Hall Auditorium, 377 Sussex St, Sydney.
Contact: 9881599 or email cdelprat@unionsnsw.org.au.

24 September OTHER WAYS: GROWING
ALTERNATIVES TO VIOLENCE
How are we nurturing a culture of peace in these, the best
and worst of times? All who are engaged in peace and
justice are invited to share together, build stronger
networks for the future, celebrate achievements and mark
the end of the Decade to Overcome Violence. Speakers
include Claudette Werleigh (Pax Christi International), Sr
Susan Connelly (Mary MacKillop East Timor Mission) and
Azim Khamisa (teacher of ’Achieving Peace through
Forgiveness). 1pm – 9pm, Santa Sabina College, 90
The Boulevard, Strathfield. RSVP 17 September: Gill
Burrows 9922 2927 or gill.burrows@ozburrows.com.

Australian society and call us to look to the example of Jesus for
peace. From mid-September you can download the statement at
www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au. Consider highlighting the
Bishops’ message in your local community with liturgy, talks or
discussion on or after September 26 – check out the Justice and
Peace Office event on September 20 above to help you with this.

30 September LAUNCH OF WORLD MISSION MONTH:
BUILDING COMMUNITY TOGETHER IN CHRIST
World Mission Month 2010 is inspired by the Church of Timor
-Leste. One of the youngest and poorest nations in the world,
the story of the missionary work of the Church in Timor-Leste
is one of courage, strength, hope and love. Join Bishop David
Walker and Mr Eddio Guterres, Former member of the United
Nations in Timor-Leste, Masters of International Law and
Diplomatic Relations. 6:30pm, St Mary’s Chapter Hall, St
Mary’s Rd, Sydney (next to the Cathedral). RSVP 17
September 2010: 9919 7800 or admin@catholicmission.org.au

8 October VINCENTIA – YOUTH DINNER DANCE
The Parramatta Young Adults Conference of the St. Vincent de
Paul Society is hosting this fundraiser. All proceeds assist the
conference with its works to provide support and material aid
to families in need. Featuring live band Femme Fatale and
stand-up comedian and actor Rob Shehadie (Fat Pizza). Cost:
$60 including dinner and unlimited drinks. 7:30pm, Grand
Royale, 61 South St, Granville. RSVP: Donna Harb, 0413
124 885 or Charbel Haddad, 0422 606 650.

30 October CATHOLIC CARE’S ANNUAL SPRING
RACE DAY

The theme of this year’s Social Justice Sunday Statement is
Violence in Australia: A Message of Peace. The Australian
Bishops share some of their concerns about violence in

A fun day out to raise money for Centacare Industries. Ladies,
wear your elegant race wear; gentlemen wear your jacket and
tie. Cost: $150 or $1400 for a table of ten. Includes racecourse
entry, race book, three course lunch and drinks. 12pm - 5pm,
Marscay and Baguette Rooms, Rosehill Gardens
Racecourse. RSVP 8 October: Bron McKay 9390 5377 or
bronwyn.mckay@catholiccare.org.
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