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Parishioners Reflect—Who is at Our Gate?
Parishioners from across
the Archdiocese of
Sydney gathered together
on Saturday 19 October
at St Patrick’s Church
hall, Summer Hill, for
the last social justice
gathering of the year.
Over fifty parishioners
attended, making this
gathering the largest in
Justice and Peace Office
history!
The gathering offered a space for
parishioners to reflect on the
Australian Catholic Bishop’s Social
Justice Statement for this year,
“Lazarus at our gate: A critical
moment in the fight against world
poverty.” A great array of inspiring
and insightful speakers attended the
gathering to help parishioners think
critically about issues facing our
nearest neighbours and those
affected by poverty overseas and in
our community. These speakers
included Br John Nguyen (Capuchin
Friars), Sister Susan Connelly

After a shared meal,
parishioners engaged in
two workshops from
Graeme Mundine and
Jody Lightfoot, learning
practical ideas about
attending to those at our
g a t e
– t h o s e
experiencing poverty
either overseas or in our
own backyard.

Parishioners at the social justice gathering
(Sisters of St Joseph), Melville
Fernandez (Caritas Australia), Jenny
Collins-White (Catholic Mission),
Graeme Mundine (Aboriginal
Catholic Ministry) and Jody
Lightfoot (Micah Challenge).

The day began with an opening
reflection on the statement by David
Brennan, publications officer at the
Australian Catholic Social Justice
Council. Panellists were then invited
to present to parishioners about their
experiences relating to the
statement. Each speaker emphasised
a particular area of the statement.
For instance, Melville
Fernandez shared his
experience of working
in
Jordan
and
witnessing the Syrian
refugee crisis, while
Sister Susan Connelly
rsj talked of her work in
education and building
capacity in East
Timorese communities.
Panellists from left to right: Sr Susan Connelly rsj, The panel was followed
Melville Fernandez, Br Joseph Nguyen, and Jenny by a question and
Collins-White
answer session.

After these workshops,
parishioners also heard from Fr Ben
Beltran, author of “Faith and
Struggle on Smokey Mountain.” Fr
Ben spoke of his 30 year journey
living with the scavengers of
Smokey Mountain in the
Philippines. He spoke of the
spiritual resilience of struggling
people, and how, through their eyes,
he learned to read the Gospel anew.
The day concluded with a session
conducted by the Justice and Peace
Office which gave parishioners the
chance to discuss their needs in
living out the Church’s social
mission.
(continued p.2)

Graeme Mundine conducting a
workshop on Indigenous history
and poverty in Australia
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Throughout the day, parishioners were encouraged to develop within
themselves a commitment to others, and a willingness to work for the
common good. Parishioners departed from the gathering re-envisioning
their potential and power to make a difference to the injustice of poverty.
A special thanks to the Summer Hill Social Justice Group who have
been a gracious host to many Archdiocesan social justice gatherings.
We look forward to organising the next gathering in 2014, stay
tuned!
Photographs by AMDG Photography. Contact Joey Anca 0431661474

Invitation to the Inaugural Archdiocesan Social Justice Expo
When: Saturday 30 November, 10am—4pm
Where: University of Notre Dame, Broadway Campus
This event will showcase the social justice work that the Catholic Church is involved in
and will encourage young people to live out their faith in the world today. For further
information or to register, please visit www.facebook.com/JusticeAndPeaceOffice

Catholics Called to Consider Their
Role in the Fight Against Poverty
CatholicCare Sydney hosted a series of special events
during Anti-Poverty Week 2013 to explore the role
Catholics can play in reducing poverty and hardship both
in Australia and the rest of the world.
The events, a series of morning and afternoon teas, were
jointly hosted by CatholicCare and the Justice and Peace
Office of the Archdiocese of Sydney.
Throughout the week CatholicCare staff were joined by
guest speakers including theologian and Catholic Social
Justice expert, Sandie Cornish; Justice and Peace Office
representative, Christine D’Rozario; and CatholicCare
Sydney Director of Mission, Rev Dr Gerald Gleeson.
The latest Australian Catholic Bishops Conference Social
Justice Statement, Lazarus at Our Gate: A Critical
Moment in the Fight Against World Poverty and the
appropriate Catholic response were key talking points at
the events.
Sandie Cornish, who has over 20 years’ experience
working in Catholic social justice agencies at the
diocesan, national and Asia Pacific levels, presented at
all of the week’s events and said that poverty can take
many forms and is often harder to define than we realise.
“If you sit down and try to write out exactly what poverty
is you’ll probably find it to be quite a difficult exercise,”
she said. “But how we understand poverty tends to
influence the questions we ask and the kind of ways we
respond so it’s very important to think about.”

Christine D’Rozario, Research and Project Officer at the
Justice and Peace Office, said despite growing up in
Australia, childhood trips to Bangladesh to visit her
grandmother opened her eyes – and her heart – to the
desperate situation experienced by many people around
the world.
“I realised that I was in a very privileged position, as all
Australians are, and it was only right that I give back,” she
said. “As Catholics we’re called to work for those less
fortunate than ourselves, helping the marginalised and
working for the common good.
“We’ve all heard the saying, ‘From little things big things
grow’. Changing a small thing like how we think about
poverty in our own society can lead to bigger and greater
things.”
CatholicCare Sydney CEO, Bernard Boerma, said it is our
responsibility as Catholics to consider the challenges
facing us in the fight against poverty both locally and
globally.
“It’s something that we, at CatholicCare, work with every
day, so we all have some connection to those living in
poverty,” he said. “It’s really important that people take
the time to stop and consider what they can do, not only at
work but in their personal lives too.”
To arrange interviews, contact: Liz Potter,
Communications and Marketing Manager, CatholicCare
Sydney (02) 9390 5311 or 0418 656 870 or email
liz.potter@catholiccare.org
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Raising Awareness of Human Trafficking
During the month of October ACRATH (Australian
Catholic Religious Against Trafficking in Humans)
held Human Trafficking forums in Sydney and
Parramatta. Participants at these forums were informed
about the existence of human trafficking not only in
our world but also here in Australia.
U s i n g
headlines from
media reports
over
recent
years
Sr
N o e l e n e
Simmons sm,
NSW Project
Worker
for
ACRATH,
informed the
audience people are trafficked into the sex industry, for
organ removal and for various forms of labour
exploitation. She also outlined some of the ways that
children are enslaved in the cocoa and cotton
industries. Those present were encouraged to
participate in campaigns asking for chocolate
manufactured using cocoa certified free of child
slavery and for garments that do not contain cotton

harvested in Uzbekistan using forced child labour.
Participation in campaigns needs to be followed up by
consumer choices that send a clear message that child
labour is unacceptable.
Associate Professor Jennifer Burn, Director of AntiSlavery Australia, spoke at each forum on the issue of
Forced Marriage. Jennifer explained that Forced
Marriage is a marriage that is entered into without the
free consent of both parties as opposed to an arranged
marriage that is organised through family connections
and entered into with the free and full consent of both
parties. Using case law, Jennifer described some
instances of forced marriage in Australia. In some
cases a young woman has been sent or taken back to
her country of origin and forced into a marriage. The
importance of raising awareness about forced marriage
was highlighted so that young women would be aware
of their rights and can take measures to protect
themselves in this regard.
To become more informed about human trafficking
and the ways you can work against this modern day
form of slavery visit www.acrath.org.au or
www.antislavery.org.au

Did You Forget Someone this Christmas?
This year I promise to be organised. I will make a list of all my friends and family and find the perfect gift for every one of
them. I will shop now to beat the Christmas rush, spring clean the house and do all the odd jobs around the house that I
haven’t got around to and buy a beautiful Christmas tree to decorate. I’ll also plan the perfect Christmas dinner with roast turkey and vegetables, prawns, oysters and a Christmas pudding doused in
brandy and set alight. It will be a perfect day.
This year we will wake up early and walk into town to celebrate mass with our friends and family.
We will be thankful for the rain that helped put food on our table, the new road that allows us to take
our produce to the city to sell and that no more lives have been lost to violence in our area this year.
We are especially thankful to our guests from Australia who help our teachers make the school
better and teach our nurses how to protect us from disease. We pray that our children will not
witness more atrocities and grow up with food on the table, shelter above their heads and live a long
and healthy life. It has been a good year and we look forward to celebrating Christmas together.

It really doesn’t take much to substantially change the
future for our friends in East Timor, Papua New Guinea,
Kiribati, South Africa, Thailand, Zambia, Ethiopia and
Tanzania where Palms Australia currently has or is
shortly sending volunteers. Before you plan this Christmas, please consider adding Palms to your Christmas
list. Here are three ways you can help:

 Set up a tax-deductible monthly donation of just

$85 per month or whatever you can reasonably afford and encourage your family to do the same. For
every 10 people that do this, Palms can support a
volunteer in the field for a year. Visit
www.palms.org.au/community/donate/
(continued p.4)
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 Buy Christmas presents that will really be appre-

ciated and used such as delicious fair trade, organic
coffee, tea, hot chocolate or coffee making classes,
plungers or grinders through our online shop
www.coffup.com.au
 Approach your local school, church, club, com-

munity group, Rotary or work HR department
and ask whether they would promote CoffUp – half
of the profits can go to their nominated cause and
half will support Palms (email sean@palms.org.au
or call Palms on 02 9518 9551 for more information).
On behalf of the thankful overseas communities that
Palms is privileged to work with, we thank you and
wish you a Merry Christmas.
To find out more about Palms Australia please visit
www.palms.org.au

Leanne is volunteering for 2 years at the Balibo Community Learning Centre in East Timor. She is building
the capacity of the local management team to design,
manage and evaluate development and training activities in areas such as computer training, mechanical
workshop training, English classes and training for rural women’s cooperatives.

What’s on around Sydney
2 November, BENEDICT BARKAT
FOUNDATION FUNDRAISING DINNER
7:00pm, St Joseph’s church hall, 109 Lennox St,
Newtown. An annual dinner to support children’s
education in Hafizabad, Pakistan. $50 or two for $75.
Food is supplied but all drinks are BYO. Details can be
found on the blog: newtownfaith.blogspot.com.au
4 November, ASYLUM SEEKERS ACTION NIGHT
7:00pm-9:00pm, Centenary Uniting Church, 46
Sorrell Street, North Parramatta. How do we get
from a state of despair back to positive action? How do
we change the conversation to one of compassion and
hospitality? Entry is free but registration essential at
asylumseekersactionnight.eventbrite.com.au/
12 November, JUSTICE TO GOD AND JUSTICE

TO HUMANS: AN INSEPARABLE UNITY IN
SHARI’AH, MUSLIM LAW
6:00pm for 6:30pm start - 7:30pm, University of
Newcastle's Sydney Campus Level 11, 60 Bathurst
Street, Sydney. Learn about Shari’ah law at this free
public lecture. To register or for further information,
contact Nina Elliott on (02) 9847 0030 or email
bbi@bbicatholic.edu.au
25 November - 21 December, YOUTH LEADERS
FORMATION COURSE (YLFC)
YLFC is an opportunity for participants to grow
closer to Christ whilst experiencing further formation
in the Catholic Faith. Our world needs good Christian
leaders and leaders need formation. For further
inquiries, please contact Mary Winkels on (02) 9390
5283 or email ylfc@sydneycatholic.org
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