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On Saturday October 25 the Justice and Peace 

Office held the second Archdiocesan Social Jus-

tice Gathering for the year in Summer Hill for 

parishioners. The theme for this gathering was 

on sport to coincide with the 2014-15 Australian 

Bishops Social Justice Statement. 

Guest speaker Sr Anne Jordan, coordinator of 

CANA Communities, shared her experiences 

and insights into community building for those 

who are most vulnerable in our society such as 

the homeless, people just out of prison and peo-

ple with drug addictions.  

David Brennan from the Australian Catholic So-

cial Justice Council, who contributed to the 

statement, shared his knowledge around the 

thinking behind it. Together we discussed, using 

the ‘See, Judge, Act’ method, how sport affects 

our lives 

and our 

communi-

ties, and 

what kind 

of action 

may need 

to be taken 

to address 

in jus t i ces 

or build 

c o m m u -

nity. 

W h i l e 

many of 

the participants may have come into the room ad-

mittedly perplexed as to how sport and social jus-

tice could be related, there was a strong sense of 

refreshment coming out, with a new perspective 

on how sport in fact contributes to building God's 

kingdom here on earth. 

The day also saw the launching of some options 

that the Justice and Peace Office will provide for 

parishioners including training for social justice 

groups. Fr Peter Smith, the Archdiocese’s Justice 

and Peace Promoter, led the discussion on what 

groups would like to achieve in their parishes and 

communities and how they might go about this 

with support from the office. 

Archdiocesan Social Justice Gathering  
 By Stephanie Lan 

If you’d like more information on how the JPO 

can support the social justice activities in your  

community, contact us! 

To grab a copy of the social justice statement,  

contact us or drop by our office to pick one up. 

David Brennan share his insights of the statement 

Source: Justice and Peace Office 

Participants reflect on Catholic Social Teaching 

Source: Justice and Peace Office 

https://www.facebook.com/JusticeAndPeaceOffice
https://twitter.com/JPOSydCatholic
http://instagram.com/jposydcatholic
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relaxation. But Graham and Rhonda are not most peo-

ple. 

The Northeys are foster carers with CatholicCare Syd-

ney’s Melanie’s Program, a long-term foster care pro-

gram that provides support for children with moderate 

to severe physical or intellectual disabilities until they 

turn 18.  

Sarah has Mitochondrial disease, which results from 

the failure of specialised compartments known as mito-

chondria, present in every cell of the body except red 

blood cells. Mitochondria are responsible for creating 

more than 90% of the energy needed by the body to 

sustain life and support growth, and their failure can 

result in varying symptoms.  

The National Energy Efficiency Network (NEEN) 

provides faith-based and not-for-profit organisations 

with inspiration, guidance and support to become 

more energy efficient, resilient and sustainable. The 

project promotes education and collaboration by cre-

ating learning communities, where organisations 

work together to reduce their energy consumption. 

The NEEN project was started by Catholic Earthcare 

Australia, the executive ecological agency of the 

Australian Catholic Bishops Conference, who work 

with all people of goodwill to encourage and support 

a conversion to a more ecological and sustainable 

way of living. It is also supported by funding from 

the Commonwealth Government’s Energy Efficiency 

Information Grants Program.  

NEEN is free to join and offer members access to many 

resources which will help support and promote energy 

efficiency. This includes specialist energy efficiency fact 

sheets, case studies, an online opportunity assessment 

tool, NEEN+ events and an online learning community.  

Please join us at one of our upcoming gatherings: 

NEEN will be running a number of Learning Commu-

nity gatherings in the NSW area before the end of the 

year. Why not come along, meet other like-minded peo-

ple and discover how you can reduce your energy con-

sumption by over 10%. There are four upcoming gather-

ing in NSW: 

• October 31st in Bathurst 

• November 6th in Parramatta 

• November 12th in Bega 

• December 4th in Armidale 

For other information please contact the NEEN NSW 

Regional Leader, Simon Habel: 

0408 835 103 / (02) 8907 9506 

simon.habel@neen.org.au 

For more detailed information about our upcoming 

Learning Community gathering please visit the NEEN 

website http://neen.org.au/events/ 

The National Energy Efficiency Network  

wants to help you save energy! By Catholic Earthcare 

For the last five years, 64-year-old CatholicCare 

Sydney Foster Carers Graham and Rhonda Northey 

have cared for Sarah*, a ten-year-old girl living with 

debilitating disability caused by Mitochondrial     

disease.  

After raising four 

children to adult-

hood – two of 

whom were adopted 

– and providing 

care for ageing par-

ents, most people in 

their sixties would 

be looking forward 

to a life of rest and 

Foster Carers Find Joy Caring for a  

Child with Disability By CatholicCare (Media release 23rd October) 

The Northey family 

Source: CatholicCare Sydney 

NEEN Port Macquarie Gathering 

Source: Catholic Earthcare 

http://neen.org.au/events/
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Continued... 

To arrange interviews, please contact:  

Matt Baxter, Communications Officer,  

CatholicCare Sydney on  

(02) 9390 5823 or 0411 729 433 or  

email matthew.baxter@catholiccare.org  

For Sarah the disease means she is fed through a tube 

and does not walk or talk.  

Over the past five years, with support from Catholic-

Care and her foster parents, Sarah has improved in 

some areas. While her disability still presents daily 

challenges, for Graham and Rhonda the joy of seeing 

Sarah make even the smallest gains dwarfs the diffi-

culties they face.  

“At first Sarah would hold you at arm’s length but 

now she’ll snuggle in and let you give her a cuddle,” 

says Graham. “And she’s developed a wicked sense of 

humour.”  

CatholicCare Sydney CEO, Bernard Boerma, says the 

Northeys and anybody who opens their heart and 

home to a child with disability deserves to be recog-

nised.  

“What Graham and Rhonda do is truly inspiring,”  

says Mr Boerma. “To care full-time for a child with 

disability, when by rights they should finally be start-

ing to think about their own comfort, is a real testa-

ment to their character.”  

Graham and Rhonda say there is no special secret to 

finding the strength to care for Sarah at their age, in 

fact the formula is quite simple.  

“You just need love, a little bit of patience and some 

perseverance,” says Rhonda. “The rewards outweigh 

the hard work. Every day you’re rewarded with their 

smile, laughter and cuddles.”  

To find out more about Melanie’s Program or becom-

ing a CatholicCare Sydney Foster Carer call (02) 8700 

3333 or visit www.catholiccare.org  

* Name has been changed  

Recently the media reported the savage attack 

and murder of a young man on a London street; 

by all reports it was an especially brutal and dis-

tressing crime.  Of particular note is that the 

event was headlined as a “savage terror attack in 

London” and spawned two response articles, 

“Lynch mob out after terror attack” and “Mother 

stands in the face of terror”. 

  

The Macquarie dictionary defines terror as an 

intense, sharp overpowering fear…..a period 

when a political group uses violence to maintain 

or achieve supremacy, as that during the French 

Revolution.” Each time the word is used now it 

almost exclusively relates to a Muslim attack on 

a western subject(s) since the September 11    

attack in the U.S.  If the purpose is to induce fear 

then it appears to be very effective but it is the 

media and western politicians who continually 

tell us to be afraid (i.e. to experience terror).  

Acts of coalition violence, attacks or brutality are 

never reported as terrorism, though the acts per 

se are often the same.  

  

Should we be terrorised or afraid?  Probably.  

But there are many more terrifying and fearful 

things in the world than the relatively few Mus-

lim extremists. Natural disasters, road tolls, drug 

and alcohol abuse, sickness, poverty, relationship 

breakdown and so the list goes on.  Apparently 

the number one fear is public speaking!  Let us 

not be overcome by media hype which itself in-

cites terror. Don’t let the word be hijacked by 

sectarian paranoia. 

  

The Christian response is of course placing our 

trust in the God who in Jesus reminded us to look 

at the lillies in the field and the birds of the air.  

“For I am certain that neither death nor life, nei-

ther angels nor principalities, neither the present 

nor the future, nor powers, neither height nor 

depth nor any other creature will be able to sepa-

rate us from the love of God that comes to us in 

Christ Jesus, our Lord. (Romans 9: 38 ff) 

  A reflection on recent events...  By Fr Peter Smith 
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Go to  

faithinactionsydney.com 

 

JPO News 

L’Arche turns 50 

The Australian Catholic Migrant and Refugee Office 

hosted the 4th National Conference on The Pastoral 

Care of Migrant and Refugees earlier this month. The 

Justice and Peace Office were delighted to attend and 

listen to experienced speakers in the area. There were 

a number of messages conveyed by the presenters 

including the need to inform the public about the ex-

periences and realities of living as an asylum seeker 

and refugee in Australia. We were encouraged to be 

part of changing those perceptions in our own con-

versations with friends and families and even to in-

vite refugees to share their stories in our parishes, 

groups and communities. Human Dignity was a key 

principle which most of the presenters referred to and 

it seemed to have reignited a sense of urgency and 

responsibility in those who attended. Guest speakers 

included Dr Tim Soutphommasane is Australia's 

Race Discrimination Commissioner, Elaine Pearson, 

Australia Director at Human Rights Watch and David 

Manne, Executive Director of the Refugee and Immi-

grant Legal Centre.  

 

To learn more about the ACMRO visit 

www.acmro.catholic.org.au/ 

Towards a Better World 

The team is gearing up and in 

our final preparations for Faith 

in Action!  

We’ve got over 20 organisa-

tions representing on the expo 

day with a range of opportunities provided. Some of 

our friends returning from last year include Vinnies 

Youth, Palms and Vocation Centre, but we also 

have a number of exciting new faces joining us such 

as Catholic Earthcare and L’Arche.  

There will be a sausage sizzle and lots of activities 

provided by the organisations there. We also have a 

some talented youth performing throughout the day. 

There will be a draw to win one of 20 social justice 

T-shirts for the first 50 people who register.  

Tuesday November 4 

Talk: Paul Longobardi | St Vincent de Paul (Youth) 

1:30pm-2:30pm  

Wednesday November 5 

Expo: 4pm-8pm 

Mass at 8:15pm in St Benedict’s 

Monday November 3   

Talk: Terese Corkish | Catholic Earthcare 

1:30pm-2:30pm  

Faith in Action Expo Venue: 

University of Notre Dame 

Broadway Campus 

Steph from the Justice and Peace Office attended the 

L’Arche national conference  in Melbourne marking its 

50th anniversary. L’Arche is an international federation 

of faith communities that started up in France, where 

people with and without intellectual disabilities share life 

together. It is a French word meaning ‘ark’ and has com-

munities in 35 countries, including in several cities 

around Australia. 

In the spirit of L’Arche, the conference covered things 

that a lot of us don’t consider when we talk about dis-

ability, like spirituality, meaningful relationships and 

stories. There was opportunity to connect with others 

from L’Arche communities all around Australia. It was 

affirming to listen to both the presenters and participants, 

both of whom included people with disability, who 

shared their experiences and passions in the field. 

It was a joy to be part of it and it gave a lot of hope in 

the ability to see the world and its people differently de-

spite the brokenness of it – and to work towards a more 

positive one, starting in the Archdiocese! 

To get connected with L’Arche, go to 

www.larche.org.au/  

faithinactionsydney.com
http://www.acmro.catholic.org.au/
http://www.larche.org.au/
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JUSTICE AND PEACE OFFICE IS AN AGENCY 

OF THE CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF SYD-

NEY. THE OFFICE PROMOTES JUSTICE, 

PEACE, ECOLOGY AND DEVELOPMENT 

THROUGH EDUCATIONAL,  

COLLABORATIVE AND ADVISORY ACTIVITIES 

BASED ON THE SOCIAL TEACHING OF THE  

CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

JUSTICE AND PEACE OFFICE  

CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY 

LEVEL 12, POLDING CENTRE,  

133 LIVERPOOL STREET, SYDNEY 2000 

 

TELEPHONE 9307 8465 

STEPHANIE.LAN@SYDNEYCATHOLIC.ORG 

QWAYNE.GUEVARA@SYDNEYCATHOLIC.ORG 

What’s on around Sydney 

We’re looking for volunteers! If you are interested in offering your time and talents to the work of the office,  

contact our Justice and Peace Promoter, Fr. Peter Smith at peter.smith@sydneycatholic.org 

The Way of Peace - ANZAC  

Centenary Edition 1915 - 2015  
The Strength of Youth:  

Young People and Their  

Refugee Experiences 

Young leaders and youth workers, including Asif 

Haideri, Young Hazara Refugee; Sarah Yahya, Multi-

cultural Youth NSW; and Bashir Yousufi, Holroyd 

High School; acknowledge and reflect on the 

strengths that young people of refugee backgrounds 

bring to our shores.  

Time: 6:00pm-7:30pm Nov 11  

Cost: Donation  

Venue: Auditorium, Settlement Services  

             International, 2/158 Liverpool Rd, Ashfield 

Enquiries: Settlement Services  

             International (02) 8799 6700 

RSVP: refugeeyouth.eventbrite.com.au  

Lost Conversations    
It's time for a game-changer in how black and white 

Australians relate. It's time to find new ways to lead 

together. Join Tanya Hosch and Tim Gartrell, from 

Recognise, for a conversation with the 9 authors 

of Lost Conversations — a new book to take 

black:white conversations to a courageous new level.  

Time: 6:00pm-9:00pm Nov 20  

Cost: $35 inc a copy 

        of the book, drinks & refreshments  

Venue: Utzon Room, Sydney Opera House,  

        Bennelong Point, Sydney 

Bookings: Social Leadership Australia  

      leadership.benevolent.org.au/even.. 02 8262 3588  

The Columban Mission Institute’s Centre for Peace, 

Ecology and Justice is pleased to announce a new 

online resource called The Way of Peace, Anzac  

Centenary Edition 1915 – 2015. 

It is designed to enable Christian reflection and     

response during the time of the Anzac Centenary and 

beyond.  

It is a re-working of a set of eight sheets called The 

Way of Peace developed at the time of the invasion 

of Iraq and in conjunction with the UN Decade for a 

Culture of Peace and Nonviolence for the Children of 

the World 2000-2010. 

It features eight themes: 

 

1. Growing a Culture of Peace 

2. Power and Domination 

3. The Blame Game 

4. Militarism and the Arms  

    Industry 

5. The Violence of Poverty 

6. Violence Towards the Natural 

    World 

7. Forgiveness and  

    Reconciliation 

8. The Power of Active  

    Nonviolence  

 

The online resource is available at: 

http://www.columban.org.au/archives/features/2014/

the-way-of-peace-anzac-centenary-edition-(1915-

2015) 

 

For more information contact Anne Lanyon at  

AnneLanyon.cmi@columban.org.au or 9352 8021  

https://www.facebook.com/JusticeAndPeaceOffice
https://twitter.com/JPOSydCatholic
http://instagram.com/jposydcatholic
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