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Thursday 15 September 2011 will be 

remembered in Sydney history as the night 

that the Sydney Alliance entered the 

public domain. It was on this night, at the 

Sydney Town Hall, that the Alliance 

hosted its Founding Assembly, and began 

its public life as a new force for the 

common good in our city. 

The Sydney Alliance is a broad-based, non

-partisan coalition of religious 

organisations, community organisations 

and trade unions, committed to acting 

together to create a more just and liveable 

city. Initiated in 2007, the Alliance has 

since drawn together 45 diverse civil 

society organisations, including the 

Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney. Over 

four years it has built strong relationships 

inside and across organisations and it has 

trained grassroots leaders to renew and 

empower their communities.   The 

members of the Alliance are a diverse 

range people – from bus drivers to Muslim 

women; from Catholic parishioners to 

public school teachers. 

2000 of these members 

gathered at the Founding 

A s s e m b l y ,  p r o u d l y 

displaying their diversity 

with banners and traditional 

dress. More than a quarter 

were delegates of the 

Catholic Archdiocese of 

Sydney, themselves draw 

from a wide range of 

communities, including 

parishes, schools, migrant 

groups and agencies. The 

message of the participants 

was that despite their 

differences they share a common vision of 

a better Sydney. 

As the night began there was a feeling of 

anticipation that participants described as 

‘electric’. A traditional welcome from the 

indigenous communities opened the 

proceedings and was met with great 

applause. In her address, Alliance 

Chairperson Randa Kattan (Executive 

Director, Arab Council Australia) declared 

“we have arrived!” Following a special 

message from Governor Marie Bashir, 

there was a dynamic ‘roll call’ of 

organisations, with each organisation 

announcing its commitment to the 

Alliance. As each community stood, the 

strength and diversity of the coalition 

became clear. 

‘From the waving hands, to the joy of 

shouts, to the feather dusters waving in the 

air, to the shine of the green hijabs and 

from the gaze of the future generations the 

atmosphere of the hall was astounding,’ 

says Angeli Lee, a student at the 

University of Notre Dame who was 

among the Arcdiocesan delegates.  

Following the roll call, Bishop Terence 

Brady shared a message of support from 

His Eminence Cardinal George Pell. 

But the Assembly was not merely a 

celebration; it was also a deliberate and 

powerful platform to advocate for the lives 

of people in Sydney.  During the last year 

members of the Sydney Alliance have run 

listening campaigns, engaging more than 

6500 people in meaningful conversation 

about their hopes for Sydney and the 

pressures in their lives. From this, three 

priority areas were identified: Community 

Support and Health, Social Inclusion and 

Transport. 

The Founding Assembly shared stories 

and visions for these areas, and began the 

process of public negotiation for change. 

In attendance were representatives of the 

State Government: Victor Dominelli 

(Minister for Citizenship, 

Communities and Aboriginal 

Affairs), Charles Casucelli 

(Member for Strathfield) and 

Dr Geoff Lee (Member for 

Parramatta).  With other 

participants, they heard 

emotional testimonies from 

ordinary Sydney-siders who 

confront significant challenges; 

from a woman whose elderly 

parent suffers inhumane aged 

care, to a student whose study 

four hour daily commute 

jeopardises her degree, to a 

mother whose experience of a 

violent attack convinced her ... 
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 Sydney Alliance (cont.) 

of the need to reach out to disenfranchised 

youth. Following these stories 

representatives of Sydney Alliance 

Research Action Teams publically asked 

the politicians present to make concrete 

commitments to working with the Alliance 

to find solutions to Sydney’s struggles.  

These politicians all replied “yes!” 

Chantelle Ogilvie, Archdiocesan Justice 

and Peace Promoter and representative on 

the Sydney Alliance Organising 

Committee explains “We want to be able 

to work with our decision-makers but we 

also want our decision-makers to know 

that they’re accountable to the people of 

Sydney”. 

Throughout the Assembly, participants 

were reminded that the event was more a 

This year, in their annual Social Justice 

Statement, the Australian Bishops draw 

attention to the flaws in our prisons 

systems, and the challenge confronting 

Australians as it seeks to respond to crime 

in the community. 

Studies show that from 1984 – 2008 the 

rate of crime has steadied while the 

number of Australians in prison per 

100,000 has doubled. The majority of 

people in prison come from the most 

disadvantaged sections of the community 

– the underprivileged, those with mental 

illness and Indigenous people. What do 

these realities say about our society today? 

 

While it may be necessary at times to 

deprive a person of freedom because of 

their crime, no one should be deprived of 

their human dignity. The Gospel reminds 

us that Christ identified with the prisoner, 

and so Christ calls us to keep the treatment 

of prisoners close to our hearts. 

 

The Social Justice Statement 2011-2012 

identified five challenges: (1) to confront 

fear campaigns about law and order; (2) 

to address the social factors that 

contribute to crime; (3) to maintain the 

dignity of prisoners; (4) to help prisoners 

after release; and (5) to seek practical 

alternatives to imprisonment.  

 

For more information on the Social Justice 

Statement 2011 – 2012, ‘Building Bridges, 

Not Walls’, Prisons and the Justice 

system, or to order copies of the statement 

and accompanying resources, go to 

www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au.   

 

 “Politicians and sections of the media often find it easier to be 

‘tough on crime’ than  

tough on the causes of crime’. The vast majority of prisoners come 

from disadvantaged backgrounds.” 

 A prison chaplain, quotes in Building Bridges, Not Walls 

Resource on 
Aboriginal People 
and the Justice 
System 

 

One of the issues highlighted in the 

Social Justice Statement this year is 

that the vast overrepresentation of 

indigenous Australians in our gaols. 

Although Aboriginal people are only 

2.5% of the population, they currently 

make up 26% of the prison 

population in Australia. 

 

The Aboriginal Catholic 

Ministry in Sydney Archdiocese has 

created a helpful fact sheet on this 

theme, to supplement the Social 

Justice Statement. The fact sheet 

reveals alarming statistics that point 

to  a system that discriminates against 

Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander people. It 

looks at the challenges faced by 

indigenous people trying to access the 

legal representation and other factors 

in the imprisonment of indigenous 

people. 

 

You can download this resource at: 

http://acmsydney.files.wordpress. 
com.  

 

The Aboriginal Catholic Ministry 

blog also collects a range of other 

information and up to date stories 

about indigenous justice and the 

Church today. You can sign up for 

email notifications or follow 

acmsydney on twitter! 

 

 

 

 Bishops call us to build 

bridges with prisoners 

starting line than a climax. Over 

coming months and years, mem-

bers will play a part in refining 

broad agenda items into specific 

campaigns, and taking action to 

bring these to life. Integral to this 

process is leadership development. 

According to Dr Steven Lovell-

Jones, Cardinal Pell’s representa-

tive on the Alliance’s Leaders 

Council, this leadership develop-

ment ‘enable[s] people to learn 

how people may participate in the 

support of the polity of Sydney, so 

that instead of complaining and 

feeling impotent, they and their 

communities can take positive action and 

in a responsible way.” 

Aquinas College Menai student Caitlin Maxwell 

announces the Archdiocese of Sydney’s commit-

ment to the Sydney Alliance 
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What’s on around Sydney 

10 years of standing for 
peace and justice 

9—11 October “ENRICHMENT THROUGH A 

SOCIALLY INCLUSIVE SOCIETY: CHALLENGES 

AND SOLUTIONS”  

 A National Social Cohesion Conference, presented by 

Professor Desmond Cahill, for those  interested in working 

towards a socially cohesive society that understands and 

accepts diversity among communities. Issues of 

Multiculturalism and Social Inclusion: Similarities and 

Differences; Diversity in Australian Social Landscape and; 

Citizenship in a Pluralistic Society will be addressed.  Three 

sessions are available: (1) 9 October, 7pm, Room BA-

23.G.30 (LT03), UWS Bankstown, Cost: $15, (2) 10 

October, 9am—4pm, Room BA-23.G.40, UWS 

Bankstown, Cost: $50 and, (3) 11 October, Room BA-

23.G.30, UWS Bankstown, Cost: $50. A note on costs: You 

can pay $90 for Day 2 & 3 or $100 for all 3 days. RSVP to 

registrations@affinity.org.au or cal 9702 0789. More 

information www.affinity.org.au 

On September 4 Summer Hill Social 

Justice Group celebrated its tenth 

anniversary at St Patrick’s Parish. 

The Parish Team provided morning team 

while parishioners heard an update from 

Sister Susan Connelly on the Mary 

Mackillop Outreach Programs in East 

Timor. This initiative was familiar to 

parishioners through previous events in 

2007 and 2009, and they were delighted 

to hear about the progress made in 

education in Tetum, and challenged by 

the needs of justice that still remained to 

be addressed. 

Also participating were the Trading 

Circle,  

and the Ministry of Peace, which hosted 

stalls and displays of their own work  for 

justice to support justice for developing 

nations. The Trading Circle supports fair 

trade and assists women in developing 

nations to earn an income and find a way 

out of poverty, while the Ministry of 

Peace provided information about the 

East Timor oil gap dispute. 

The celebration also marked the 

beginning of “Peace Month” in the local 

area, an initiative that the Summer Hill 

Social Justice Group has taken on as part 

of its mission. Over the years, Peace 

month has become a significant feature 

in the local community. With the support 

of Ashfield Council, a peace flag was 

raised in Summer Hill Square, while the 

library hosted displays, readings and a 

poetry competition on the theme of 

peace, and local businesses displayed 

pictures of doves with pertinent quotes in 

their windows. 

The Summer Hill Social Justice Group 

has also been a gracious host to many 

Archdiocesan Gatherings of Social 

Justice Groups. Congratulations to  

Summer Hill Social Justice Group on 

their birthday and on all they have 

achieved for peace and justice over the 

last ten years. 

 

7 – 13 October AUSTRALIAN RELIGIOUS 

RESPONSE TO CLIMATE CHANGE (ARRCC) RIDE 

TO WORSHIP WEEK.  

For God’s planet, the poor and your health join in Ride to 

Worship Week – all you need to do is to cycle, walk, or 

use another form of environmentally friendly transport to get to 

and from your religious activities, like Sunday Mass. You can 

join as an individual, a family, or as a whole faith community. 

ARRCC are looking for people to be Ride to Worship Week 

‘champions’ who would recruit a place of worship or a local 

faith community, resources are available from 

secretary@arrcc.org.au or 0447 730 772. Register and 

information: http://www.arrcc.org.au/ride-to-worship-week-

2011. 

 

18 October “GOLD RUSH: AUSTRALIAN MINING IN 

THE PHILIPPINES” - AT WHAT COST?  

The Action for Peace and Development in the Philippines will 

Caritas Campaigns 
for a Just Climate 
 

Climate change is an issue that is currently 

receiving a vast amount of attention, but to 

what extent are the world's poorest and most 

vulnerable communities featured in these 

conversations? Caritas believes that the 

response to climate change must go beyond 

the scientific and political: a global, humani-

tarian approach is required to ensure that 

justice and human dignity prevail. 

To get involved  or to order a kit visit 

www.caritas.org.au or phone 1800 024 413. 

 

The Hungry Tide 
 

The central Pacific nation of Kiribati is one 

of the countries in the world most vulner-

able to climate change.  Sea level rise and 

increasing salinity are threatening the lives 

of 105,000 people.  The ocean that for gen-

erations has sustained the country that is 

now the source of its destruction. The Hun-

gry Tide is a powerful documentary by Tom 

Zubrycki. It reveals the desperate situation 

of these communities and traces the efforts 

of Maria Tiimon, originally from Kiribati 

and now  working for the Pacific calling 

Partnership in Sydney to raise awareness of 

the plight of the Pacific.  A full synopsis can 

be seen at www.thehungrytide.com.au 

If you wish to buy a copy please email 

maritami@erc.org.au. 
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What’s on around Sydney (cont.) 

JUSTICE AND PEACE OFFICE IS AN AGENCY OF 

THE CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY. THE 

OFFICE PROMOTES JUSTICE, PEACE, ECOLOGY 

AND DEVELOPMENT THROUGH EDUCATIONAL, 

COLLABORATIVE AND ADVISORY ACTIVITIES 

BASED ON THE SOCIAL TEACHING TEACHING OF 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

be hosting a forum dedicated to raising awareness at the 

unjust ways mining opportunities in the Philippines is 

being exploited. If you’re interested in learning more and 

want to know how you can support the cause, come along 

to the forum. 6.30pm—8.30pm, AMQU Building, 

Level 1, 136 Chalmers St, Surry Hills (walking 

distance from Central Station). For more information 

contact Peter Brock at apdp2008@gmail.com or 0425 363 

370.  

 

18 October WHAT CAN LOVE ASK OF US? 

Tree of Hope presents this workshop for support people 

and carers of people with HIV/AIDS. The workshop will be 

facilitated by Alex Nelson. Registration essential; please 

contact Marg: 8306 2320.  

 

19 October EVENING WITH KATHY KELLY, 

PEACEMAKER 

The Edmund Rice Network is honoured to present an 

evening with prominent US peace activist, Nobel Peace 

Prize Nominee Kathy Kelly, who is touring Australia as 

the 2011 Inspiritor for Pace e Bene. Kathy has worked in 

many way and conflict zones around the world, most 

recently in Afghanistan. She will share stories from her 

long journey of faith and nonviolence. Kindly hosted by St 

Patrick’s College, Strathfield, this will be a special evening 

not to be missed.  7pm—8:30pm, Waterford House, 22 

Merley Road, Strathfield. Light refreshments served. 

RSVP to Donna on 8762 4200 or email 

dmulhearn@edmundrice.org. For further information go 

to www.kathykellytour.org. 

 

22 October PALMS GOLDEN JUBILEE DINNER AND 

AGM 

Come along to celebrate Palms Australia’s remarkable 

story.  Fifty years since it was established, Palms has sent 

over 1400 volunteers around the world to work across cultures 

on a mission to reduce poverty through sustainable 

development.  Cost: $55 or $500 for a table of ten. 6pm AGM. 

7—9pm dinner, The Heritage Centre, Ryde-Eastwood 

Leagues Club, 117 Ryedale Road, West Ryde. Bookings 

essential. Contact: 9518 9551 during business hours.. AGM 

from 6pm, 

 

28 October SOLIDARITY NIGHT FOR ETON 11 

PHILIPPINES  

The Australian Manufacturing Workers Union is organizing 

this event to raise funds for the families of 11 construction 

workers killed in the Philippines. Cost $40. 6.30pm, 

Himalaya Restaurant, 5 Good Street, Granville. 

Contact: Jagath on 0419 404 997. 

 

29 October CELEBRATE THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY 

OF THE SPIRIT OF ASSISI  

It’s 25 years since Pope John Paul II gathered religious 

leaders in Assisi to pray for peace. The Franciscan Friars, 

Province of the Holy Spirit will be celebrating this 

anniversary with a concert showcasing accomplished 

musicians, and highlighting reflections on peace. Cost: 

$25/ $20. 7.30pm, the Uniting Church at Pitt Street, 

Sydney. All proceeds go to The House of Welcome—a 

service for asylum seekers and refugees. To purchase tickets 

visit www.spiritofassisiaustralia.com or contact: 9369 

9898. 

 

1 December WORLD AIDS DAY REMEMBRANCE 

CEREMONY  

Join Tree of Hope at this ceremony to remember those within 

our own communities as well as internationally who are 

fighting against this disease. The ceremony will be followed 

with a BBQ to remember, celebrate and socialize together 

through the achievements and lives of those combating HIV/

AIDS. 2pm. Contact: 8306 2320  

 

JUSTICE AND PEACE OFFICE  

CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY 

LEVEL 12, POLDING CENTRE,  

133 LIVERPOOL STREET, SYDNEY 2000 

 

TEL (02) 9390 5319 

chantelle.ogilvie@ sydneycatholic.org 


