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Fairtrade in the Archdiocese:
Choosing trade justice

T

he Justice and Peace Office is
pleased to announce that the fairtrade tea and coffee are now the
drinks of choice for the offices of the
Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney,
located at the Polding Centre,
Liverpool Street, Sydney.
Fair-trade partnerships aim to
achieve sustainable development and
greater equity in trade by offering
better trading and working conditions
to marginalized producers and workers
especially in the developing world.
After a period of investigation and
reflection, the Catholic Archdiocese of
Sydney has decided to support this
movement by sourcing the tea and
coffee used in its offices and meeting
rooms from Republica, a certified
Fairtrade organic coffee company.
Republica guarantees that farmers
who produce its products are paid a
fair price for their crop, as well as an
additional premium to improve
education, healthcare and living
conditions in their communities.
Coffee-related poverty affects 125
million people worldwide through
unemployment, hunger and migration.
Child labour on tea and coffee
plantations is also common, but the
impact of fair-trade consumption is
significant. 500 cups of Republica
coffee can fund school books for 20

children, while 4000 can help build a
well for fresh drinking water.
By using fair trade products, the
Archdiocese of Sydney aims in a
modest way to respond to witness to
the Gospel and the Christian principle
of human dignity. The Compendium of
the Social Doctrine of the Church
states in paragraph 359 that
‘purchasing power must be used in
the context of the moral demands of
justice and solidarity, and in that of
precise social responsibilities….
This… gives to consumers the
possibility, thanks to the wider

Violence in Australia:
A Message of
Peace from
Australian Bishops

O

n 26 September parishes in
Australia Sydney and around
the country celebrated Social Justice Sunday, which this year highlighted the reality of violence in Australia, and the call to be people of
peace in the way of Jesus Christ.
Each year the Australian Catholic

circulation of information, of directing
the behaviour of producers, through…
taking into account not only the price
and quality of what is being
purchased but also the presence of
correct working conditions in the
company as well as the level of
protection of the natural environment
in which it operates’.
The Justice and Peace Office would
like to acknowledge the staff of the
Archdiocese who have brought this
initiative to life, and to thank His
Eminence Cardinal Pell, the Chancellor
Monsignor John Usher and
Archdiocesan Business Manager
Danny Casey for their support. It is our
hope that this decision may inspire
other Catholic communities to take up
fair trade and give a ‘fair go’ to coffee
and tea producers around the globe.
Bishops Conference releases a
statement for Social Justice Sunday, which addresses an issues of
justice and peace facing the Australian community. This year’s statement is titled ‘Violence in Australia:
A Message of Peace.”
“Violence in Australia” speaks about
the violence found throughout our
society, in our interpersonal relationships, our families and communities. It
emphasizes that people is not simply
the absence of conflict but entails the
true development of people. As such,
peace calls us to ensure that individu-
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… continued on page 2

Grassroots Christians call for
fresh approaches for peace

I

n the face of the continuing
problems of securing peace in the
world and of bringing justice for

denominations are urgently calling for
alternatives based on the nonviolent
principles of Jesus.

Organisers of Other Ways with speaker Claudette Werleigh from Pax Christi International
Indigenous Australians, refugees, and
a climate-threatened planet,
grassroots Christians from across the
als have the right and means to participate dullin community life and to realise the spiritual, cultural, social and eco
nomic potential of their lives.
The 2010 Social Justice Sunday
statement was launched on 14 September by Her Excellency Professor
Marie Bashir, Governor of New South
Wales AC CVO. At the launch Professor Bashir drew on her extensive experience in health and welfare to
speak about the social reality of violence, and shared her own admiration
for Jesus Christ as a leader for peace.
Brendan McKeague of Pace e
Bene Australia responded to Professor Bashir’s address, sharing his
own wisdom as a practicioner of

At the ‘Other Ways’ gathering at
Strathfield on 24 September to mark
the end of the worldwide Decade to

Overcome Violence and this year’s
Social Justice Sunday, more than a
hundred Christian activists from
leading peace and justice groups and
communities were brought together
by the NSW Ecumenical Council and
seven prominent faith based
organisations. The participants shared
their experiences of active
peacemaking together and affirmed
the learnings of Decade to Overcome
Violence (2001-2010) in Australia.
The common theme throughout the
day was the need for fresh
commitment to growing alternatives to
violence. ‘It has been immensely
encouraging to celebrate Australian
achievements over the past 10 years’,
said Doug Hewitt, convener of the
organising committee, ‘Achievements
have included the National Apology to
the Stolen Generations, hard-won
improvements in welcoming asylum
seekers, the growth of inter-religious
relationships, developing ecological
awareness, and the unprecedented
scale of the peace movement at
moments such as the build up to war
with Iraq. But in all those areas where
we celebrate improvements, we
recognise we still need to do better. At
the end of a decade which began with

Christian nonviolence. In particular he
a bipartisan approach that meets our
called on communities to teach the
international obligations to some of the
way of peace, offering a poignant
world’s most vulnerable people.
question: “Why are people
The statement celebrates
violent but not illiterate?” The
those who have worked
response? “Because we are
courageously in the cause
taught how to read.”
of peace and calls on all
In their statement, the Bishpeople to identify oppresops draw attention to familiar
sion and violence in the life
instances of violence,
of our nation and to confrom assaults and road rage, to
sider how we can build
family violence and school
bullying, to divisive political
A Message of Peace
rhetoric and sensationalist
peace at all levels of society.
media reporting. One example from Australian Bishops To read the statement and
is the recent demonization of
find associated resources for
asylum seekers; in the statement the
schools and parishes, go to:
Bishops call on national leaders to adopt
www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au
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the September 11 attack on the USA
and ends with our troops still in
quagmire in Afghanistan, it seems
however that Australian governments
and opinion shapers are still slow to
recognise the truth that violent
methods only breed further violence.’
Participants at ‘Other Ways’ called
on Australian authorities:
 to replace the failed Northern
Territory Intervention with genuine
Aboriginal participation and selfdetermination
 to respond to the Australian Catholic
Bishops’ call for a bipartisan
approach by national leaders to end
demonisation of asylum seekers and
to meet Australia’s responsibilities to
the vulnerable of our world
 to set a deadline for withdrawal of
Australian troops from Afghanistan
 to promote actively the UN
resolutions on Palestine-Israel

 to act with maximum urgency in
implementing the clear wish of the
Australian public for substantial
climate change measures
 to promote peace education at all
levels of Australian society.
The keynote speakers at the ‘Other

Participants at Other Ways
Ways’ gathering were Claudette
Werleigh, secretary general Pax Christi
International, and past Prime Minister of

WANTED: Administrative Volunteer
for the Justice and Peace Office

T

he Archdiocesan Justice and Peace Office is seeking a
generous individual to assist with administrative tasks,
in particular with the establishment of a Justice and Peace
Library. In 2009, members of the parish social justice
groups and parish contacts expressed their desire for such
a library to be set up, to make available books and resources for people wishing to know more about justice

Haiti; Sister Susan Connelly, Mary
MacKillop East Timor Mission from
Sydney, and Azim Khamisa, founder
and teacher of “Achieving Peace
through Forgiveness” from the USA.
Claudette and Sister Susan spoke
powerfully about social justice and
reconciliation in areas of the world
faced with conflict and poverty, while
Azim shared his extraordinary personal
journey: responding to the murder of
his own son with forgiveness, and by
joining with the family of the assailant to
promote peace education in schools.
The event was jointly organised by
the NSW Ecumenical Council, the
Columban Mission Institute, the
Edmund Rice Network, the Franciscan
Friars, Pace e Bene Australia, Pax
Christi Australia, Uniting Care NSW.
ACT, and the National Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Ecumenical
Commission.

issues and Catholic social teaching. Already quire a few
great books have been collected – but help is needed to to
turn these resources into a user-friendly library!
The volunteer’s main task will be to catalogue books and
resources. Instructions will be provided and no experience
is required – just a bit of generosity and availability during
working hours (number of hours to be negotiated). Cataloguing will take place at the Justice and Peace Office at
the Polding Centre in the Sydney CBD.
If you’re interested in lending a hand, contact
Chantelle Ogilvie on 9390 5319 or at
chantelle.ogilvie@sydneycatholic.org.

What’s on around Sydney
11 October CONGO’S COLTAN CONFLICT

11 October AN INVITATION FROM THE PACIFIC CALLING
PARTNERSHIP

Michael Nest, author of an upcoming book on the fragmented
politics of the Democratic Republic of Congo, talks about how
the global supply chain, production and trade of tantalum is
driving the mineral conflict in Congo and how to harness
Australian activism to aid African community development.
6pm - 8pm, UTS Training Room 1, Level 6, UTS Building
10, 235 Jones St, Ultimo. Contact: 0421 188 951.

Share a meal and hear the reflections of the recent delegation
that Patrick Dodson led to Kiribati, as well as thoughts about
climate change and the Solomon Islands from Mary Felesi.
Discuss where to now for the Pacific Calling Partnership in the
lead up to the UNFCCC in Cancun and beyond. 5:30pm for
6pm, Edmund Rice Centre, 15 Henley Rd, Homebush
West. RSVP to jillf@erc.org.au.
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What’s on around Sydney (cont.)
14 October THE GOSPELS AND THE ENVIRONMENT
St Brigid’s Marrickville Justice and Peace Group presents
Sr Geraldine Kearney a Good Samaritan sister with
extensive experience in the Pacific. Geraldine will speak
about the theological imperative for caring for the
environment, the practical impact of climate change on
the world’s most vulnerable, and the opportunities that
individuals and communities have to create positive
change. Light refreshments provided. 7:30pm, the
Annex, St Brigid’s Catholic Church, corner of
Marrickville and Livingstone Rd, Marrickville.
Contact: pjennings@apheda.org.au

21 October LIFE IN OCCUPIED PALESTINE – AN EYEWITNESS
ACCOUNT
Fulbright scholar and grand-daughter of Holocaust refugees,
Anna Baltzer gives a personal account of her time working
with the active Palestinian non-violent movement against
Israel's occupation of Palestine. Hers is a courageous voice for
coexistence and peace with justice. 6:30pm – 9pm, Central
Lecture Block Theatre 8, University of New South Wales,
High St, Kensington. Contact: 9385 2422.

21 October PALMS VOLUNTEER WORKSHOP
Understand global poverty and learn how to help by becoming
a volunteer with Palms Australia. By sharing skills, experiences
and knowledge you can assist with sustainable development.
6:30pm – 8:30pm, 2A Woolley Street, Glebe. RSVP by 19
October. Contact: 9518 9551.

17 October ANTI POVERTY WEEK SEMINAR
Catholics in Coalition for Justice and Peace hosts this
seminar and discussion with Maree O’Halloran, from the
Welfare Rights Centre. 10am – 12pm, 9 Alexandra Ave,
Croydon. Contact: Anne Lane, 0408 462 168.

17 October PALMS VOLUNTEER WORKSHOP
Understand global poverty and learn how to help by
becoming a volunteer with Palms Australia. By sharing
skills, experiences and knowledge you can assist with
sustainable development. 2pm – 4pm, 2A Woolley
Street, Glebe. RSVP by 15 October. Contact: 9518 9551.

28 October MAKING SYDNEY SUSTAINABLE – BIODIVERSITY AND
LAW REFORM
The City of Sydney and the Environmental Defenders Office
present this seminar, which focuses on the state of biodiversity,
existing biodiversity conservation mechanisms, key elements
of effective biodiversity regulation including climate change
considerations, and recommendations for reform. Panellists
include Pepe Clarke (CEO Nature Conservation Council) and
Rachel Walmsley (EDO Policy & Law Reform Director). Light
refreshments included. 12:30pm – 2pm, DLA Phillips Fox,
Level 38, 201 Elizabeth St, Sydney. RSVP: 9262 6989 or by
emailing education@edo.org.au

17 October CANONISATION OF MARY MACKILLOP
Celebrate this historic moment for Australia at St Mary’s
Cathedral. Activities will include a Festival of Faith from
the Knights of the Southern Cross, a Feast Day mass with
Bishop Julian Porteous, and the canonisation ceremony
broadcast live from Rome. 12pm – 9:30pm, St Marys
Cathedral, St Marys Road, Sydney. For more
information go to http://www.sydneycatholic.org/news/
Mary_MacKillop.

30 October CATHOLIC CARE’S ANNUAL SPRING RACE DAY
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A fun day out to raise money for Centacare Industries. Ladies,
wear your elegant race wear; gentlemen wear your jacket and
tie. Cost: $150 or $1400 for a table of ten. Includes racecourse
entry, race book, three course lunch and drinks. 12pm - 5pm,
Marscay and Baguette Rooms, Rosehill Gardens Racecourse.
RSVP 8 October: Bron McKay 9390 5377 or
bronwyn.mckay@catholiccare.org.

FAX (02) 9261 5239
japp@ sydneycatholic.org
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