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Earth Hour: moving on climate change by Stephanie Lan
Over May 30th to
June 1st, the Justice
and Peace Office attended the first ever
Camp Earth Hour, a
three day training
retreat hosted by the
World Wide Fund for
Nature (WWF) at
Heron Island in the
Great Barrier Reef.
The retreat brought
together forty diverse participants from all
around Australia including representatives of
NGOs, businesses, farmers and educators. Each
participant was selected to complement the rest
and to make up a diversity of skills and experiences.
“[W]hen we exploit
Creation we destroy the
sign of God’s love for us,
in destroying Creation
we are saying to God: ‘I
don’t like it! This is not
good!’ ‘So what do you
like?’ ‘I like myself!’ –
Here, this is sin! Do you
see?” - Pope Francis

change in the lead up to Earth Hour
2015.
Earth Hour, a concept which began
in Sydney in 2007, is a symbolic
action that underscores the urgent
need to tackle climate change. It has
since expanded to places all around
the world. Due to its rapidly growing success in
having attracted such strong global support, it has
been relaunched this year as a year-long movement,
under ‘Earth Hour Action’, which allows people to
take action on climate change beyond the single
event.
Pope Francis’ comments on climate change resonate with us as Christians, explaining how the
‘beauty of nature and the grandeur of the cosmos’
is a Christian value. He highlights the need to take
action and to view climate change not just as an
environmental problem but as a profound issue that
affects the core of all life
and activity on the planet.

Over the course of the three days, participants
learned skills in community organising, communication and campaigning to move climate change further
up the priority list as
a key issue for Australians. The retreat
highlighted the need
for leaders at the
grassroots level to
seriously engage with
their communities in
educating and effectively communicating
the importance of
tackling climate Camp Earth Hour participants on Heron Island. Source: Facebook

For more information on
Earth Hour and how you can
make a difference in engaging with your community,
visit the Earth Hour website:
http://www.earthhour.org/
“If we destroy creation,
creation will destroy us.”
– Pope Francis
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Religious Freedom in Sudan by Nima Elbagir
The recent death sentence of Sudanese mother Meriam Yahya Ibrahim illustrates the oppression faced by minority groups in
Sudan. (http://edition.cnn.com/2014/06/01/world/africa/sudan-identity-nima-elbagir/#cnn-disqus-area)

“Who are we?" It's a question Northern Sudanese have
been asking themselves for some time. Tucked away at
the meeting point of Arab North Africa and the Horn,
the people here have identified with both East and
West.

havior be ruled "un-Islamic." It was a public order
court that sentenced Meriam Yahya Ibrahim to death
for apostasy, for her refusal to renounce Christianity, a
move that has left many of my Sudanese friends and
family shocked.

It's a question Sudan's President Omar al Bashir believes he's given the definitive answer to. At one of his
many public rallies he told supporters: "We are an
Arab, Muslim nation. Anyone who doesn't like it can
go." This was after those who didn't like it did exactly
that: In 2011, after a peace agreement brought to an
end more than 21 years of civil war, the majority of
Christians chose to secede and create their own country, aptly named South Sudan.

This comes as licenses to build new churches are routinely denied, permission for Christmas festivities routinely blocked and rights activists tell us an estimated
200 foreign nationals were thrown out of Sudan for
"Christian evangelizing."

But it hasn't brought the two countries any closer to a
lasting peace: Border squabbles and skirmishes over
the division of oil wealth are still the norm. It did,
though, give Islamists in northern Sudan a clearer goal
for the "cultural project"
launched in 1989 when
they took power in a military coup that instated
Islamic law and did away
with any semblance of
Source: http://www.theguardian.com/
political plurality.
Islamist Theocracy
The project denounced the multi-ethnic, culturally-rich
Sudan -- with its Sufi chants and Orthodox Easter festivals -- and reinforced -- as an Islamist theocracy with
headscarves and "public order" courts. Effectively it
created morality police.
In the early years of Islamist rule, the public order
courts were our bogeymen. Girls who were deemed
inappropriately dressed -- by the arbitrary metric of
whichever officer happened to be on duty at the time -were carted off in the back of police pick-up trucks in
their hundreds, taken to be at best humiliated, and at
worst flogged.
Even today, although the "diktats", or rules on Islamic
dress have loosened, the occasional street sweep serves
as a reminder of what still lies in wait should your be-

Ibrahim's husband told me she was Christian when he
met her and that he's never met the men alleging she is
their missing -- Muslim -- sister called Abrar. Her father, who Ibrahim claims wasn't involved in her upbringing, has yet to speak, either in court or publicly.
International Outrage
And it's these missing pieces of the puzzle that the government has clung to, trying to distract the growing domestic and international outrage. But it hasn't escaped
people's notice that the press conference Ibrahim's alleged brothers held was in a government hall, and that
in a country where journalists are told not to broach
certain topics, the statement by the man claiming to be
her older brother was allowed to be freely published; a
statement announcing that the woman he claims as a
sister must return to Islam or be killed "as a glory to the
faith."
Perhaps it's because the "Ijma" or consensus of the Islamic community, which is taken as a guide in Islamic
jurisprudence, is not unified in the meting out of a
death sentence for apostasy, although countries like
Saudi Arabia and Pakistan do have the law on their
books.
Or maybe it's because, even in a country that has found
a way to live with the gunning down of protesters, the
shrinking of freedom and allegations of government
corruption and financial mismanagement, that seem to
come almost daily, the death sentence of a mother-oftwo for a crime that many here don't think really
counts, has allowed many to realize, at the very least,
who we are not.
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Exciting new resource on social justice
by the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council
Australia’s bishops have just published the
collected Social Justice Statements issued
between 1988 and 2013. The Chairman of the
ACSJC, Bishop Christopher Saunders,
describes it as ‘An exceptional resource for
everybody who wants to learn more about the
Church’s social doctrine.’

economic justice, a just and inclusive society,
and environmental integrity,’ Bishop Saunders
said. ‘In particular, they reveal an abiding
concern to achieve justice for Indigenous
Australians, for refugees and asylum seekers, for
the disadvantaged and those on the margins of
our society.’

The book, Building Bridges: Social Justice
Statements from Australia’s Catholic Bishops
1988 to 2013, brings the 26 Statements
together for the first time in a single, highlyreadable volume, including a comprehensive
index.

Building Bridges: Social Justice Statements from
Australia’s Catholic Bishops 1988 to 2013 is an
invaluable resource for social justice groups,
parishes, schools and individuals. It is available
from the Australian Catholic Social Justice
Council. Order through the ACSJC website
(www.acsjc.org.au) or call (02) 8306 3499.

Building Bridges includes an introduction by
Sandie Cornish, a former executive officer of
the ACSJC. She supplies an overview of the
main issues covered by the Statements and
gives a penetrating insight into what the
Church’s social doctrine has to say to our
nation and our sisters and brothers in our
region.
‘These Statements address major social justice
issues in our world: the quest for peace,

Details:
Price: $35.00
(incl. GST and postage within
Australia).
Paperback, 270 x 210
mm; 312 pp. Includes
Front cover illustration

Calling for volunteers for Palms Australia
by Palms Australia

“Teach a man to fish and he
will live for a lifetime” Palms
volunteers practise this every
day as they share their skills
with the poorest of the poor in Asia, Africa and
the Pacific. If you seek to live these values too,
come on a Palms Encounter to Kiribati or
Timor-Leste and understand how you and your
community can reach out to the most marginalised and fight poverty through just, sustainable,

and peaceful development.
Dates are 3-14 August (Kiribati) and 22 September-4 October (Timor-Leste).
For further information visit: http://
www.palms.org.au/encounters, email: encounter@palms.org.au, or call Palms on 02 9518
9551. Limited places remain as numbers are restricted to ~8 per Encounter.

We’re looking for volunteers! If you are interested in offering your time and talents to the work of the office,
contact our Justice and Peace Promoter, Fr. Peter Smith at fr.peter.smith@sydneycatholic.org
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Sydney’s getting a lift! by Justice and Peace Office
In May this year, NSW Transport Minister Gladys Berejiklian responded to one of Sydney Alliance’s ask
around public transport. In front of media and a strong representation of community groups at Arncliffe station in Sydney’s south, Ms Berejiklian announced the instalment of a lift at the station. The announcement is
an important milestone in making Sydney more just and sustainable for those living in the city. It is the fruit
of eighteen months of hard work of building relationships and organising the diverse communities in the area
to campaign on the issue.
The instalment of the lift is a significant win for the people of Sydney who struggle in their day-to-day travels due to the shortfalls in our public transport system. This includes those
with disabilities, the elderly and parents with prams among others. With
over a third of Sydney train stations lacking in any sort of disability access,
many commuters have been heavily disadvantaged and unable to freely
travel which often leads to social exclusion.

Sydney Alliance members with Transport Minister,
Gladys Berejiklian at Arncliffe Station.
Source: Sydney Alliance Facebook Page

The installation of the lift also marks the first win of the Sydney Alliance’s
2015 State Election Campaign that was launched in March this year and in
which the Justice and Peace Office has played an active part. It will act as
a launch pad for further campaigns on transport around Sydney.

What’s on around Sydney
19 June, A QUARTET OF FREEDOMS: FREEDOM
OF RELIGION, SPEECH, ASSOCIATION AND
CONSCIENCE
6:00pm - 7:30pm, Library, The Centre for Independent
Studies, Level 4, 38 Oxley St, St Leonards.
Religious freedom is under threat in Australia. Bishop
Robert Forsyth and CIS's Dr Jeremy Sammut argue that
religion is to be conceived not as an entirely private matter
but as a public good which enhances individual and civil
society. To book, please contact, The Centre for Independent Studies on www.cis.org.au or (02) 9438 4377

JUSTICE AND PEACE OFFICE IS AN AGENCY
OF THE CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY. THE OFFICE PROMOTES JUSTICE,
PEACE, ECOLOGY AND DEVELOPMENT
THROUGH EDUCATIONAL,
COLLABORATIVE AND ADVISORY ACTIVITIES
BASED ON THE SOCIAL TEACHING OF THE
CATHOLIC CHURCH.

20 June, A COUNTRY TOO FAR: ASYLUM SEEKERS AND REFUGEES IN AUSTRALIA
6:30pm - 8:30pm, North Sydney Community Centre, 220
Miller Street, Civic Park, North Sydney.
Award winning journalist Monica Attard leads a discussion with authors
Thomas Keneally, Rosie Scott and Denise Leith and Paul Botrill from House
of Welcome, to discuss the book A
Country Too Far, which sheds light on
asylum seekers and refugees in Australia. To book, please contact North Sydney Community Centre
at northsydneycentre.com.au or (02)
99222299.
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