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Religions Unite in Climate Policy
By Australian Catholic Bishops Conference media blog
In a remarkable show of unity, prominent faith leaders
from diverse religious backgrounds are calling for
bipartisan support of a carbon price in the lead up to the
2013 federal election.
The leaders have signed an open letter organised by the
Australian Religious Response to Climate Change, and
has commented publicly at an official launch in Sydney
in mid-June. The letter adds moral weight to calls for
the winding back of coal exports and for greater
investment in clean, renewable energy to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.
“We must wind back our exports
of cheap coal which are currently
hindering the global drive for
renewable energy. We must diminish our reliance on fossil fuels and replace them with clean,
renewable sources of energy. As
part of this, carbon pricing must
be given bipartisan support. Only
then will Australia be part of the
solution.”

The
sixteen
signatories include
the Grand Mufti of
A u s t r al i a ,
t he
President of the
Uniting
Church
Assembly, Senior
Rabbi of The Great
Synagogue
in
Sydney, President
of
Catholic
R
e
l
i
g i o u s
- Excerpt from the open letter
Australia, and the
Chair of the Hindu Council of Australia.

Faith leaders gather in Pitt St Uniting Church , Sydney

The Grand Mufti, Dr Ibrahim Abu Mohammad, said,
“We urge all Australians to give this moral issue the
attention it demands. If we don’t, our children and
grandchildren will face devastating consequences
because of our failure to act now.”
The leaders are calling upon Australia to be a part of
the global solution to climate change. They warn of an
unthinkable 4° C rise in temperatures without urgent
action, stating in the letter, “Our world is a blessing, a
gift, and a responsibility. We must act now if we are
to protect this sacred trust.”
For the full text of the open letter and signatories see
http://www.arrcc.org.au/leaders-open-letter

Vote for the Common Good
In the weeks leading up to the Federal Election, the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference urges us to reflect on Catholic
social teaching and vote for the common good. In a letter to the Australian community, the Bishops encourages us to participate in the election as Catholics and citizens, “we draw upon our rich tradition of social teaching and upon the Church’s long
experience of serving all people without distinction through our work in a broad range of areas including health care, education and social services.” The Bishops write that, “as Catholics, we need to take our democratic freedoms seriously and become involved in the political process. This might mean joining a political party or even standing for election. We should all
take the opportunity to meet with local candidates and make our concerns known... Most importantly, we must pray for our
political leaders as they prepare for the upcoming election, that they will always serve the good of the whole nation.”
For the full statement, visit: http://www.catholic.org.au/catholicsvote2013/index.php/acbc-election-statement-2013
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Climate Threats in the Pacific: Rising
to the Challenge
By Marita McInerney
The Pacific Calling Partnership held
a workshop focusing on adaptation
entitled “Climate threats in the
Pacific: Rising to the Challenge” as
a side event of the National
Adaptation Conference on the 24th
June.
The workshop attracted
around fifty people and with the
four eminent speakers proved to be
a very successful evening.
Dr. Robert Kay from Adaptive
Futures, Australia spoke about the
projects he has been involved with
which have assisted Pacific Island
Nations adapt to climate change
effects. These projects have been
funded by the Australian
Government’s International Climate
Change Adaptation Initiative,
however this funding runs out on
30th June and there are no plans for
any further monies for pacific
adaptation projects.
Dr. Habiba Gitay, a climate
change adaptation specialist from
the World Bank had a very strong
message that we must stress to the
financial arm of Government that
what we have is A Major
Development Issue rather than a
Climate Change Issue in other
words, ‘People Centric Sustainable
Development with Climate Risks’.
Dr. David Dodman from the
International Institute for
Environmental and Development in
the UK spoke about: inequality in
the causes of climate change
(referring to the productivity and
consumption of first world
countries); inequality in
vulnerability to climate change and
the ability to respond (for example,
exposure, sensitivity and adaptive
capacity of affected countries), and
responding to climate change:

mitigation and inequality. Dodman
demonstrated how adaptation that
contributes to justice and equality
transforms what we can do to make
adaptation more equal and just.
Dr. Simon Bradshaw, Climate
C h a ng e A d vo cacy A d viser,
OXFAM Australia spoke about an
OXFAM Pacific Project in Vanuatu
which has some important features.
The project is community led, builds
on what has already been done, aims
for climate resilient development,
links traditional and scientific
knowledge and has a resilience
framework.
Three main themes emerged from
the workshops:
1. The people and countries least

responsible for climate change are
the most severely affected
2. Governments should focus on
financing adaptation because in
economic terms it is an efficient
way of assisting development and
climate change projects.
3. The current estimated scientific
carbon dioxide emission levels
predict that the world has already
been pushed beyond its limits, such
that the damage has already been
done and the focus now needs to be
on repairing the damage and
replacing what has been lost.
The Pacific Calling Partnership is
an initiative of the Edmund Rice
Centre.

CatholicCare Welcomes New
Director of Mission
CatholicCare Sydney has
welcomed a new Director of
Mission, Rev Dr Gerald Gleeson.
Fr Gerald fills the role left vacant
after former Director of Mission,
Fr Danny Meagher, relocated to a
new parish in Broken Hill.
CatholicCare Sydney CEO,
Bernard Boerma, says he was
delighted at Fr Gerald’s
appointment as Director of
Mission and as a member of the
CatholicCare Board. “Fr Gerald
brings with him a wealth of
knowledge and experience,” says
Mr Boerma. “We’re thrilled to
have him join the agency.”
Fr Gerald’s involvement with
CatholicCare began long before
any official engagement. Fr

Gerald was
ordained a
priest
in
1978, and
before that
spent
his
year as a
deacon at
Ryde parish
w i t h
Monsignor
James McCosker. During that
time Fr Gerald heard many stories
about CatholicCare and the work
carried out by the agency.
Fr G erald ’s first pa rish
appointment was at Blacktown,
and while he was there
Monsignor John Usher (then
Director of ‘Centacare’) opened
(continued page3)
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CatholicCare Welcomes New Director of Mission (cont.)
the agency’s new office in the cottage next door. Fr Gerald teaches part-time at the Catholic Institute of Sydney as a
Professor of Philosophy. His research interests include moral philosophy, philosophical anthropology and philosophical
theology.
Fr Gerald has also studied extensively at a tertiary level – Fr Gerald has an STB (Catholic Institute of Sydney), MA
(Cantab.), and a PhD (Leuven) – and has experience as a member on several boards and committees.
Fr Gerald says he’s eager to begin his work as CatholicCare’s new Director of Mission. “I am looking forward to my
new work with CatholicCare as an exciting opportunity for ministry and for the strengthening of the Church in Sydney,”
he says. “I am very grateful for the warm and friendly welcome I have received from Bernard Boerma and from Richard
Haddock AM [Chair], the Board members and other staff.”
Fr Gerald Gleeson is also a member of the Justice and Peace Office Advisory Council.

Asylum Seekers are Human Beings, Not
Political Pawns
By Catholic Religious Australia
In a media statement on 21 July 2013, Catholic
Religious Australia (CRA) President Sr Annette
Cunliffe rsc expressed shock and disappointment at the
new hard-line asylum seeker policy and called for a
long term solution that protects the human rights of all
asylum seekers and to treat them dignity and respect.
CRA calls upon Prime Minister Kevin Rudd to
remember that asylum seekers are human beings, not
the means to win votes or the way to punish and deter
people smugglers.
Sr Annette Cunliffe rsc, expressed shock and
disappointment at the new hard-line asylum seeker
policy, saying, “What is needed is a long term solution
that protects the human rights of all people seeking
asylum and treats them with dignity and respect.”
“These people must be desperate to attempt long and
hazardous boat journeys,” she said.
Sr Annette called to mind the words of Pope Francis
during his recent visit to Lampedusa, the tiny island
off Sicily that has become one of the main points of
entry into Europe for poor and desperate migrants
willing to risk the crossing in overcrowded and unsafe
fishing vessels and small boats. Thousands are known
to have died over the years and unknown numbers of
others are presumed lost without trace.

PNG’s Prime Minister Peter O’Neill and Kevin Rudd sign
up for a new asylum deal. Photo: Glenn Hunt, The Age

but simply someone who disturbs my life and my
comfort”, said Pope Francis. “In this globalized world,
we have fallen into globalized indifference. We have
become used to the suffering of others: it doesn’t affect
me; it doesn’t concern me; it’s none of my business”.
“It is a tragedy that people fleeing persecution and
looking for safety are dying at sea,” said Sr Annette,
“but the solution is not to close Australia to people in
need”.
Perhaps we need to join in the prayer of Pope Francis,
said Sr Annette.
For enquiries or more information please contact:
Suzette Clark rsc, CRA Justice Network Coordinator
justice@catholicreligiousaustralia.com.au

“The ‘other’ is no longer a brother or sister to be loved,
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What’s on around Sydney
4 August, THE FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S
CATHEDRAL: OPERA RECITAL
2:00pm for 2:30pm start, the Chapter Hall, St
Mary’s Cathedral. Refreshments with the artists
will follow the event. Cost is $65, and RSVP by 29
July. For further information, contact Helen Hofman
on (02) 9220 0414
6 August, MACHIAVELLI’S PRINCE:
POWER, SECULARISM, AND INSTABILITY
6:00pm-7:30pm, Law School Foyer, Eastern
Avenue, University of Sydney. On the 500th
anniversary of The Prince by Niccolò Machiavelli,
Professor Christopher Celenza, director of the
American Academy in Rome, discusses
Machiavelli’s views on the place of religion in
politics and the wielding of political power.
Enquiries (02) 9351 2943
8 August, IS THE AGE OF MULTIFAITH
DIALOGUE OVER?
2:00pm-3:00pm, Herb Greedy Hall, 79
Petersham Road, Marrickville. Hear from Rev.
Dorothy McRae McMahon who has worked locally
and internationally for many years in community
development and Multi-faith relations. Discuss
impacts of rising sectarianism and fundamentalism
in society today.
14 August, 3E ENERGY EFFICIENCY
FORUM: MAKING ENERGY EFFICIENCY
WORK FOR YOU
10:00am - 3:00pm, Parkroyal Parramatta, 30
Phillip Street, Parramatta. Community Migrant
Resource Centre is inviting Community
Organisations and Culturally and Linguistically
Diverse (CALD) Small and Medium Enter-prises in
Western Sydney to participate in energy efficiency

workshops. Register online by 1 August on
http://3eproject.org.au/forumregistration/
For further information, contact 1800 242 845 or
email info@3eproject.org.au
14 August, RESPECT EARTH: PUBLIC
PRAYER/MEDITATION VIGIL ABOUT
MINING FOSSIL FUELS
4:30pm-6:00pm, Martin Place Amphitheatre
(George st end). Presented by the Faith Ecology
Network (FEN), people of all faiths and of none
are invited to gather at this peaceful event to reflect
about care for the earth and its people in the face of
the escalation of fossil fuel mining in Australia.
For further information, please contact Anne
Lanyon Ph: (02) 9352 8021 or E:
annelanyon.cmi@columban.org.au
16 August, GANDHI LEGACY: NON
VIOLENCE IN PUBLIC POLICY AND
PRIVATE LIFE
6:00pm-7:45pm, Level 1, Gaelic Club, 64
Devonshire St, Surry Hills. Join Stuart Rees,
Chair Sydney Peace Foundation, and Tom Weber,
author and Former Head of Peace Studies La Trobe
University, as they discuss the relevance of
Mahatma Gandhi’s legacy of non violence and
social justice in today’s world. Enquiries: (02)
9674 9179 or www.politicsinthepub.org.au
27 August, REFUGEES AND ASYLUM
SEEKERS - WHERE TO FROM HERE?
7:00pm, Trixie Forest Hall, St Scholastica's
College, 2 Avenue Road, Glebe. Hear from
Professor Gillian Triggs, President of the
Australian Human Rights Commission. Please
RSVP by Friday 23 August, or for further
information contact Mary Robinson Ph: 8752 5303
or E: mrobinson@goodsams.org.au
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