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On March 26th, over 2000 leaders from all across
Sydney, including hundreds of Catholics, will
gather at Town Hall for an electrifying evening of
action. They are the Sydney Alliance, a coalition of
fifty diverse faith organisations, community organisations, unions and schools working together for
the common good of Sydney. On this evening, the
Alliance will launch its campaigns for the next
twelve months in the lead up to the 2015 State
Election.
The Sydney Alliance has been rebuilding Sydney’s
civil society by using a tool called ‘community organising’. This is a relational process which focuses
on building meaningful relationships across diverse
groups to strengthen the social bonds within communities. By building trust across diversity we create a platform where people are able to take action
together and to provide a stronger voice to marginalised groups. The Archdiocese of Sydney is one of
the partners of the Alliance and is heavily involved
in building Sydney’s community through such cooperation.
Community organising draws its roots from Catholic Social Teaching. Every person is created in the
image and likeness of God, and as Catholics we
strive to uphold the dignity of the human person.
Community organising increases the power of the
vulnerable over their own lives and provides people
the dignity of fighting their own battles as they become advocates for themselves. By being active in
public life, we become involved in the decisions
that affect our everyday lives, and play our part as
Catholics in promoting the common good.

Sydney Alliance Assembly at Town Hall 2011

Over several years the Sydney Alliance has listened to
local people, researched and taken action on important
issues in our communities. The March 26 Assembly
will be the fruit of this work so far. It is here that these
campaigns will be officially launched, and where we
will begin working to get the government to commit to
our campaigns. Anyone who is a member of a partner
organisation is able to participate in the Sydney Alliance. As Catholics who are passionate about addressing
social injustice, you can get involved as representatives
of the Archdiocese. The March Assembly is the perfect
opportunity to begin involvement and to put your faith
into working for the common good of all.

Sydney Alliance Assembly When: March 26th, 6pm for a 7pm start. Where: Sydney Town Hall
For more information about the Sydney Alliance or details on how to get involved contact us at 9390 5935 or visit
www.sydneyalliance.org.au/

I’m often asked why Palms runs
Encounters to Timor-Leste and
Kiribati. After all, Palms isn’t a
travel company and the communities that we visit are often not
well equipped to accommodate
tourists.
I absolutely agree with these two
statements and strangely enough
they also answer the question.
Encounters are not tours. They
are experiences which are designed to give you a true understanding of life in developing
countries and how Palms volunteers work with local communities to facilitate sustainable development.
Before departure and during the
first few days participants undertake cross-cultural preparation.
This may seem odd for a relatively short experience but it is
essential for two reasons:
1. It helps remove prejudice
against the hosts by reducing the
likelihood of simplistic generalisations, unfairly insulting or romanticising the host culture as
lazy, greedy, dirty or noble,
peaceful, simple etc. and therefore provides the sort of guests
the hosts deserve.
2. It heightens the experience for
the visitor. Instead of viewing
the experience through a lens of
life in Australia, cross-cultural
preparation provides a framework conducive of mutual acceptance and respect. This enables
participants and hosts to ex-

change stories as equals and connect despite markedly different
cultures and situations.
Contributed by Palms Australia

Palms only visits communities
at their request and at a time
that causes the least interruption.
As with Palms volunteers who
are only sent at the request of
local communities, Encounters
must and do require the full support of the communities that we
visit. The community should decide what activities would be appropriate and the Palms volunteers that we visit must not be
inconvenienced in their missions.
This is particularly important in
communities where participants
do home stays.
During an Encounter, participants
are not asked to volunteer as this
would be counter-productive to
sustainable development. For
example, someone going overseas to help build an orphanage
could be taking work away from
locals in a situation where high

unemployment exists. Instead
Encounters build your understanding of sustainable development which you may take away
to engage with Australian communities or choose to volunteer
with Palms in a long-term
placement of 1-3 years.
Finally, running these Encounters
directly assists Palms to support
the costs of sending volunteers to
exchange their knowledge and
skills with communities seeking
to reduce poverty by developing
the capacities of their people and
organisations.
If you would like to experience
issues of development, poverty,
culture, environmental sustainability, politics and trade in a
small group experience (up to 810) we invite you to join an Encounter. More information:

www.palms.org.au/
encounters

www.palms.org.au/
publicdownloads/
Encounter Booklet.pdf

www.palms.org.au/
publicdownloads/
HP_BookingForm2014v2.
pdf
Or contact Sean Dostal on 02
9518 9551 or sean@palms.org.au

Upcoming Dates
Timor-Leste: 7-19 April (4 places remain) & 22 September – 4 October 14
Kiribati: July 26-August 7th (4 places remain) & possible additional dates in 2014

We’re looking for volunteers! If you are interested in offering your time and talents to the work of the office,
contact Fr. Peter Smith at fr.peter.smith@sydneycatholic.org

CatholicCare Sydney’s annual St Patrick’s Day Charity Lunch is on again
and this year will be held at the Strangers’ Dining Room, NSW Parliament
House, on Monday 17 March 2014. Guests will enjoy lunch, beverages,
entertainment and great prizes. Proceeds will go towards supporting our
flexible respite programs, which give primary carers a break from the rewarding – but often demanding – work of caring full time for someone
with a disability, and provide tailored skills-based activities for adults,
Contributed by CatholicCare
children and young people with a disability, aimed at increasing independence and self-esteem. If you haven’t
booked your spot this year it’s not too late, and you can still donate towards this great cause. Tickets are $150
each, or book and pay by 28 February to save 10% and pay $135 per ticket. Sponsorship opportunities are available from $1800. Simply visit www.catholiccare.org/donate, call Fundraising on (02) 9509 1111, or email
broywn.mckay@catholiccare.org to book your spot, make a donation or find out more about this year’s St
Patrick’s Day Lunch.

An overemphasis on "personal well-being" and general indifference have eroded any sense of responsibility toward others, especially toward the poor, said a note from the Vatican announcing Pope Francis' choice of a theme
for World Peace Day 2014. For the first peace day message of his pontificate, the pope chose the theme:
"Fraternity, the foundation and pathway to peace," said a Vatican communique published July 31. Announcing the
theme for the Jan. 1, 2014, celebration, the Vatican said Pope Francis' message will stress "the need to combat the
'throwaway culture' and to promote instead a 'culture of encounter,' in order to build a more just and peaceful
world." As children of one Father, all human beings are linked to one another in fraternity, and only efforts that
are born from a sense of fraternity can overcome the poverty, conflict, inequality, crime, fundamentalism and
other ills facing the world today, the Vatican note said. "The culture of personal well-being leads to a loss of the
sense of responsibility and fraternal relationship," it said. When people don't see others as "being like us," then
they are often seen as competitors or enemies and treated like objects, it said. "Not uncommonly, the poor and the
needy are regarded as a 'burden,' a hindrance to development. At most, they are considered as recipients of aid or
compassionate assistance," the note said. Everyone needs to be seen as a brother or sister, who is "called to share
the gifts of creation, the goods of progress and culture," it said. Fraternity is both a gift and a responsibility each
human being receives from God the Father, who calls people to fight against "inequality and poverty that undermine the social fabric, to take care of every person, especially the weakest and most defenseless, to love him or
her as oneself with the very heart of Jesus Christ," the Vatican communique
said. As the world becomes more and more interdependent, mutual responsibility becomes more essential in every field, "including the economy, finance,
civil society, politics, research, development, and public and cultural institutions," it said. "The globalization of indifference must give way to a globalization of fraternity," it said. The Vatican added that Pope Francis' message is
"in continuity with that of his predecessors," and "proposes to everyone the
pathway of fraternity, in order to give the world a more human face."
Source: Catholic News Service
Read the full message of Pope Francis at http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/messages/peace/documents/papafrancesco_20131208_messaggio-xlvii-giornata-mondiale-pace-2014_en.html

There is potential for the leaders of the G20 countries to act to redress the unjust distribution of the world’s
resources as they meet under the chairmanship of the Australian Prime Minister, Hon Mr Abbott PM, in
Brisbane during November of this year.
In an effort to shape the agenda for the G20 Summit and for it to give due weight to the issues of poverty
and inequality the C20, (or ‘Civil Society 20’), has been set up. After community consultation the executive
committee has chosen four main areas of concern: governance, climate and sustainability, infrastructure and
inclusive growth and employment. Tax evasion and financial transparency are two major concerns in the
area of governance.
According to the C20, “Tax avoidance, evasion and corruption cost all countries money, entrenching poverty and hindering development – estimates suggest developing countries lose $100bn to $160bn annually to
corporate tax dodging.” The Tax Justice Network has been a strong advocate for the system of Automatic
Information Exchange between nation’s tax authorities to make tax evasion and tax avoidance easier to detect. The Publish What You Pay (PWYP) network has focussed attention on the introduction of legislation that requires extractive industry companies to publish what they pay governments where they operate, as a means by which the finances of
international mining, gas and oil corporations can be made more accountable to all concerned. While mandatory reporting is
gaining wide acceptance in other global markets that are home to many extractive industry companies, including the United
States, European Union and Canada, the Australian Government is yet to consider implementation of similar requirements.
The Tax Justice Network (Australia) is launching a postcard campaign in the hope that the public (parishioners), will show
their support of the tax reform. Postcards can be obtained from jim@victas.uca.org.au. Booklets providing more details on
the PWYP initiative are available from Claire Spoors (claires@oxfam.org.au).

What’s on around Sydney
27 March THE FUTURE OF HUMAN
RIGHTS IN AUSTRALIA
7:00 - 8:30pm, St Joseph’s Catholic Church
Newtown, Chris Sidoti, human rights lawyer and
past Human Rights Commissioner, discusses
Australia as a global citizen. Does our rhetoric
match our reality? Historical inequalities based on
gender, race, class, ability and sexual orientation
persist. Can we still call ourselves champions of
human rights? Who are we kidding? All are
welcome and admission is free. For details:
newtownfaith.blogspot.com.au or email
newtownfaith@gmail.com or telephone 9557
3197.

A SOCIAL JUSTICE RESOURCE
http://www.msjn.org/home/social-justicehandbook
The Diocese of Wollongong has released a handbook
aimed at starting new Parish groups and includes the
following material. It is hoped that the material will
develop over time based on feedback and that there
will be further Topic Starter Guides and links to webbased materials will add to this resource over time.
Visit the website above to download the handbook
for free. Contributed by Macarthur Social Justice
Network

