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On the ' of January every year, the Catholic
Church marks the World Day of Peace. In his 2013

message, Pope Benedict reflects on the comples i- . WORLD

ties of todayds world &nd K from t
words of Jesus in the Bedy DAY are th
peacemakers, for they will be called the children ¢ iy

Godo (Mt 5:9). The Pop: r SNO%: OF yone

has a role to play in building peace and promotin j

justice in our communities and world. . PEA CE
4

Pope Benedict begins by explaining the Gospel b -
atitudes, which Jesus proclaimed as promises.
Peace, in this way, is recognised as both a mes;i- The message also looks at the 50th Anniversary of the
anic gift and t hPeadeisthe t SeeondnhVatiean fCouadl angl the encyglical letter by
building up of coexistence in rational and moral Pope John XXIll,Pacem in Terris which similarly
terms, based on a foundation whose measure is r ot called for a new awareness of human dignity and inal-
created by man, but rather by Go® T hus , iengble hugman rights.

come authentic peacemakers, Pope Benedict ass¢ rtsyyorking together in a spirit of solidarity, respecting
that it is imperative to enter into constant dialogut pe dignity of human life in all its forms, and cultivat-

with God whereby we can truly understand the es- jng 4 passion for the common good of the family and
sential nature of human beingsour intrinsic ca- for soci al justice, are CoO

pacity to know the true and the good. This will el hegsage. Families, religious communities, cultural
us overcome the rejection of peace and help 15 jnstitutions, and schools all have a special mission of

Zu?sﬁ iréle fiumani tyos joys & ndacdafdatiticatiot fo bverbomifighrfustien -

Pope Benedict concluded hi
Pope Benedict theatamnmenkgd | opreedsa dhoogly iof peaced based o
peace depends above all on recognizing that w2 tion. Quoting the prayer often attributed to St Francis
are, in God, one human familyo As p ar| t of Assisi, thenPepe asks God to make us an instrument
family, we a rasmewcshargd edmb = @f His peacé, bringing love, mercy and peace wherever
mitment in pursuit of the common good and the d¢ - there is hatred, hurt or doubt. &
velopment of all 6 Thi s has become increasingly
important amidst widening gaps between the rich The full text of RanbefouBkanedi c
and poor. Pope Benedict stresses that a new mos el http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/messages/
of development and approach to economics i5 Peace/documents/hf bewi mes_20121208_xIwvorld-
needed. He calls us to move away from selfish mc - day-peace_en.html
tives of maximum profit and individualistic con-

sumption, and towards a true and lasting human Sandie Cornish (Social Spirituality.net), please visit:

eCOI‘!0mIC developmgnt premised on the principles http://socialspirituality.net/wpcontent/uploads/2012/12/
of fairness and equality. WDP-Message2013.pdf

For a brief summary and reflection questions, prepared by
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By Luke Edwards

To live is to be in relationship. In-
deed, no human is an island. O
very physical existence is totall
dependent upon the air that w
breathe, which is purified by the
processes at play on earth. Refle
ing on the concept of a Catholic
imagination, David Tracy writes
that, iThe objec
sons of ordinary existence hint at the
nature of God and indeed make God
present to us. Everything in creation,
from the exploding cosmos to the
whirling dancing and utterly myste-

rious quantum particles, discloses
something about God, and in so do-
i ng,
all things are inextricably linked.

Our capacity to commune with all

life is dependent upon the quality of
the attention we give to life that is
other, a quality that can fashion a
Trinitarian awareness as well as give
shape to it. It requires the capacity to
cultivate an open heart which in turn
is receptive to the needs of the other.

In his General Assembly Address,
January 17, 2001, Pope John Paul |l
call ed humani ty,
sustain the =ecol
We are always invited into such con-
version; it is our job to remain open
to the presence
stirs within all life and to be open to
the call of the other. How often do
we attend to the stance we take in
life? How well are we tuned in to
how we are O0seein
things? Such questions are the art of
prayerfulness and a prayerful way of
being. Such critical self reflection,
carried out in a prayerful way, en-
courages an openness, a vulnerabil-
ity and courage to sit with paradox
and contradiction. Such disposition
opens space for God and for truth to
be named and wrestled with. A pat-
tern lived out by Jacob in his realisa-
tion of presence as he rested against
the ladder. Such living can shed us
of our own stuff so that we can be

o

S,

events and
more readily attentive to our fellow

human beings and
of things.

faced by a continual requirement of
relationship and responsibility to and
for the otherel &

stayowithin (the fpalms of ey oA d

betAUEelc ohmMed %R NG

calls out from beyond my exis-
t e n c2e@up tradition is familiar

o fwith ¢his gal af thesogher inthe form

of humanity, but what might it be to
listen to the call of the oceans, to the
rivers, mountains and plains? To the
creatures who inhabit these places,
¢pdhe egasystems Wat wer areingleed
relationship with? Such a way of
living reflects an emerging ecologi-
cal consciousness that is shaped by
an integration of theology and the
human and natural sciences. At its
best, it ushers in an ecological praxis
that is able to be present to all life in
mutually enhancing ways. Fr Denis
Edwards names this interrelated way
of being between the human and non
-human as kinship;
a Godcentred (theocentric) view of
an interconnected community of

er -every |

creatures that have their own intrin-

sic Value. o

Such a holistic worldview liberates

and calls us to grow into our human
potential such that all life can flour-

ish. It gives shape to an, incarna-
tional spirituality,
divine intoxication with a passionate
commitment towards realising right
relationships of love and justice at
evel Jf Godos

&
Refavemaed e O mat t er 0
1. Begin with the Heart: Recovering a

Sacramental Visign Dani el o6 L
Importantly too, it is the call of the | The Columbia Press, 2008, p 40.
other in all its manifestations, that 2 Practical Theology: On Earth as it is
. ’ | In Heaven Terry Veling, Orbis Books,
also dr_aws us in to_the movement o' - 0129
brings 'MBdeed a reeolpgcal canvegsion. An opening: 3 gcology at the Heart of FaittDenis
to see all things as interconnectet  gqwards, 2006, Orbis Books, p.25
and held by the Holy Spirit in a4 AncestralGrace Di ar mui d O& M
process of becoming and emergenc: chu, 2008, Orbis Books, p160
dawns and deepens when one goes
out with their whole being to the Luke Edwards is the Program Man-
need of the other. Terry Veling talks: ager and Animator for Ecological
about bei ng 6pr es sSesthidabililypaoGatholicyEarthcare
needs of the othaerAustraid ébeing faced©6,
where we find our == i

As

the Chur chos
on ecological issues, Catholic
Earthcare Australia is mandatedjiis
with the mission of advising,
supporting and assisting the
Catholic church in Australia and
beyond in responding to Pope
John Paul II's call to "stimulate
and sustain the ecological
conversion".
In striving to fulfill this mission,
Catholic Earthcare has develope
a range of initiatives in the form
of programs and resources. Purg
Gift, the latest such resource, is
available online:

You can also find the latest
information regarding the ASSISI
Animators for Sustainability
program by going to:
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Project Compassion - Gr - q _

In many parts of the world today, girls are

= M n C | B m m p ( killed, aborted and abandoned simply becauseC

they are girls. The United Nations estimates

D STr S C ® as many as 200 million girls are missing in
p the world today because of this -called

fgenderci deo.

I n 2013 Caritas Australiabs and
engagement appeal, Project Compassion, carries the messa(S h o t on | ocation in | n
AOpen doors into the fut ur e Girlreveals this disturbing issue. It asks wvhyn P

dict XVIo6s 3Sm@Gavi ehx,yci \We awo rthis is happening, and what is being done to
brighter and more humane world so as to open doors into the SaVe girls and women.

fu t ure. o . The film tells the stories of abandoned and
This yeards Project Compass afficked girls, of women who suffer extretdel €
young people and the communities who support them. Carita: dowry-related violence, of brave mothers

Australiads partners aroundfighting to save t hienigr
into education, sustainable livelihoods, affordable healthcare other mothers who would kill for a son. It
and supportive, safe environments. As a result, more children SP€aKs to experts and activists who put this
and young people now have hope for the future. tragedy in context and call for change.

: . : Itdés a Girl i s an of fi.
In 2013, w_e are sha_m_ng stories from people |n_ this human world Film Festival in Vienna,
Mozambique, Bolivia, Bangladesh, Cambodia, aystria. &
Indigenous Australia and Papua New Guinea.
Their stories humble and inspire us, and show The Justice and Peace Office and the Life
how your contributions to Project Compassion Marriage and Family Centre of the Catholig
help people build better lives for them- gfcpd1009§e will %e_ h%ldéng ?: scrgenlng 0
. - . 0so0oado | e rua
sel_v_es, their families and their commu- Centre, Level 5, 133 Liverpool Street,
nities. Sydney ab:00pm for a 6:20pm start to a
Project Compassion helps fight pov- 8:00pmfinish. There will be a discussion

and information style faetheet provided by
Caritas Australia regarding this issue.

erty and injustice around the world.
Find out more about Project Com-

passion and how you can help at: For more information about the screening,
. . ) to RSVP please phone (02) 9390 5935 o
http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion christine.drozario@sydneycatholic.org

+*

CatholicCare Sydney Welcomes Funding
Agreement for NDIS

CatholicCare Sydney has welcomed the first agreement on funding of the National Disability Insurance Scheme
(NDIS), and urged other states to follow the lead of NSW.

The Commonwealth and NSW Governments announced on 6 December last year an agreement to provide mor
than $6 billion a year to support people with a disability, their families and carers.

Efforts to secure broader funding wild/l be on the &
Canberra. CatholicCare CEO, Bernard Boerma, said the deal struck with NSW is a very important milestone in
bringing the NDIS to fruition. fAWe congratul ate eV
to come onboard, 0 Mr Boerma said. CatholicCare ope

(continued page ¥
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