
The Justice and Peace Office joins the 

Church in Australia and the universal 

Church in mourning the recent passing of 

Bishop Joseph Grech, Bishop of 

Sandhurst , Victoria, at age 62. Bishop Joe 

was the Bishop’s delegate for Migrants 

and Refugees as well as the delegate for 

Youth and Young Adults. In both of these 

roles he served with great joy and deep 

compassion. 

 

The following tribute from Fr Maurizio 

Pettena CS, Director of the Australian 

Catholic Migrant and Refugee Office, 

describes Bishop Joe’s commitment to 

loving the stranger. 

 

On December 15, up to 50 asylum 

seekers, thought to be from Iraq, Iran and 

Afghanistan drowned off Christmas 

Island, at the end of a perilous journey 

from the Middle East. 

Bishop Joe Grech was the first Australian 

Church leader to respond to the tragedy in 

a media statement, where he said 

unapologetically that asylum seekers do 

not come to Australia for a holiday and 

that we need to do more to extend our 

hearts and welcome them. 

Bishop Joe went on to extend his 

prayers in what now proves to be a 

providential choice of words: “Our hearts 

and prayers go out to these people and 

their families who remain. To make the 

arduous journey by boat and to lose their 

lives just short of safety is tragic. This just 

puts into perspective the incredible risks 

taken by people to escape their 

homelands.” 

 

Just two weeks later, Bishop Joe has 

come to the end of his own earthly 

journey. After a short illness he has gone 

home to God and this loss for those of us 

who remain is keenly felt. Like those 

asylum seekers two weeks ago, Bishop Joe 

in these days has suffered and died, and 

now we know he is with his Lord.  

 

“Through a torrent, his soul passed 

through waters that threatened to swallow 

him up. Our soul has been delivered like a 

sparrow….Our help is in the name of the 

Lord who made heaven and earth.”(Psalm 

124 – Feast of the Holy Innocents). 

 

 There is a profound sense of tragedy of 

losing one so young. All who met Bishop 

Joe would attest that he seemed in the 

prime of his life, with so much energy, 

charisma and love to share. Indeed, this 

has caused shock and sadness in the 

Australian Catholic Community. 

 We take our only comfort knowing that 

he is meeting Jesus Christ whom he loved 

so much, and indeed, we believe he will 

meet with those 50 asylum seekers on 

whose behalf he so compassionately 

advocated. 

 

 Maltese-born Bishop Joseph Angelo 

Grech was appointed as the Australian 

Bishops‟ Delegate for Migrants and 

Refugees just a few years ago, and in the 

past year alone has spoken out numerous 

times in media releases, interviews and 

pastoral statements on the need for a more 

compassionate and just approach to the 

situations facing migrants and refugees. 

 

 The Australian Catholic Migrant and 

Refugee Office (ACMRO) has lost its 

Episcopal mentor and the migrant and 

refugee community has lost one of its 

most compassionate advocates. He was a 

man imbued with an evangelical mission 

Continued on page 2. 
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Bishop Joseph Grech 



Palms Australia celebrated 50 years of 

international volunteering in January with 

the commissioning of a further 13 

volunteers to work throughout the world 

to reduce global poverty.  

 

Palms Australia works to build the  

capacity of individuals and strengthen 

institutions through the exchange of 

knowledge and skills between its Global 

Volunteers and partner communities. 

The 91st Palms Orientation Course lasted 

10 days and included units covering 

culture, development and health as well as 

a number of opportunities to meet with 

returned volunteers with specialist 

expertise on working cross-culturally. 

 

Held at The Hermitage in Mittagong, the 

Palms Orientation Course builds upon 

correspondence units and individualised 

preparation to ensure volunteers are able 

to  cope  with  the c hallenges  inherent in 

living cross-culturally, contribute in 

sustainable ways to community 

development activities and ensure they 

do not repeat the mistakes of past 

volunteers, development workers, 

missionaries or colonisers. 

 

On Sunday 16th January, returnees 

dating back to Palms‟ founding years 

and other supporters came together to 

wish the newest group of volunteers 

well and reminisce about Palms‟ long 

history beginning with the first 

placements in Papua New Guinea and 

eventually spanning 38 countries in 

Africa, Asia, South America and the 

Pacific. 

 

Following the commissioning ceremony, 

celebrated by Fr Jack Evans SSC, a 

number of returnees shared what they 

considered the most significant change 

resulting from their time as a Palms 

Volunteer. Stories ranged from 

developmental outcomes in the field, 

personal growth, ongoing relationships 

and inspiration to be more active in 

pursuing justice in Australia. 

 

A video from Tunaniya Open Learning 

Centre in Bougainville featured Josie 

Sirivi-Kauona congratulating and thanking 

Palms for its partnership over the years 

and expressed her organisation‟s desire to 

continue the partnership into the future. 

 

Finally, participants and guests were 

stirred by Executive Director Roger 

O‟Halloran‟s address calling for action 

this Jubilee year to celebrate 50 years of 

Palms‟ work and build the foundations of 

Palms‟ future. 

 

C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 .                   

 

of proclaiming the love of Christ to all 

he met, and living in the spirit of Christ 

toward those he served, in particular 

toward migrant and refugee communi-

ties in the Dioceses in which he worked. 

Bishop Joe was not just the Bishop in 

charge of the pastoral care of migrants 

and refugees, Bishop Joe loved migrants 

and refugees with a sincere passion. 

Migrant priests and seminarians were 

particularly close to his heart and in 

times of difficulty and cultural adjust-

ment, they would often call upon him 

for support and spiritual strength. 

 Bishop Joe, perhaps fittingly, died on 

the feast of the Holy Innocents. In the 

Gospel of the day, we read of the flight 

out of Egypt, in which Jesus, Mary and 

Joseph sought asylum from King 

Herod. These words speak with so 

much relevance for us today. Bishop 

Joe‟s death at this time is a symbol of 

this relevance. One commentary on this 

feast day reads “Our Christmas Joy is 

tempered with sadness.” Indeed, more 

and more, the revelations of the signifi-

cance of Bishop Joe‟s life and death 

will enter our hearts in prayer. He ar-

rived and came to the Lord at exactly 

3pm, the hour that is known as the hour 

of mercy, the time of the Lord‟s death. 

For now we mourn a man who accom-

panied so many with grace and joy. 

 May he rest in peace. 

Reprinted with thanks to the Austra-

lian Catholic Bishops Conference.       

  

Palms launches Jubilee Year 

Participants in Palms’ 91st Orientation Course 

A Cry of the Heart: Making 

Peace at Lent 

 

Talk, hear, pray about Lent in a suffering 

world. A Cry of the Heart is a reflection 

afternoon from the Justice and Peace 

Office with input from Margaret Wise-

man and Dr Gerard Goldman as well as 

time for prayer and conversation. 

 

Saturday April 9 

1:30pm to 4:30pm 

St Mary‟s Catholic Church, Erskineville 

 

Dr Gerard Goldman is a theologian and  

Director of the Broken Bay Institute. 

Margaret Wiseman is Catholic Chaplain 

at Silverwater Women‟s Correctional 

Centre. Both are wise and inspiring 

speakers – we hope you can join us to  

hear their insights and share your own. 

 

Refreshments provided. Please RSVP for 

catering purposes by Friday April 1.   

For more information contact Chantelle: 

9390 5319 or  

chantelle.ogilvie@sydneycatholic.org 

 

http://www.palms.org.au/news/video-josie-sirivi-congratulates-palms-australia-on-50-years/
http://www.palms.org.au/news/video-josie-sirivi-congratulates-palms-australia-on-50-years/
mailto:chantelle.ogilvie@sydneycatholic.org


What’s on around Sydney 

25 February WIKILEAKS: PERSECUTION; 

A SSAN GE :  C OURA GE ;  P OL IT IC ANS: 

COWARDICE 

 

26 February DE-GROWING TO A STEADY-STATE 

FUTURE: LEADERSHIP FOR THE 22ND 

CENTURY 

2 March SYDNEY ALLIANCE: INNER WEST 

DISTRICTS ISSUE MAPPING 

 

4 March THE IMPACT OF RISING INTEREST 

RATES ON HOUSING AND JOBS FOR YOUNG 

AND OLD 

Reflect and act in your parish, school or 

community with these timely justice and 

peace resources. 

 

Growing a Culture of Peace monthly 

bulletin for parishes and schools 

 

From the Columban Mission Institute 

Centre for Peace Ecology and Justice. No 

1, February 2011: “Let your Light Shine” 

is out now. For further information contact 

Anne Lanyon on 9352 8021 or email 

pej.cmi@columban.org.au. 

 

NetAct Election Papers 

 

The approaching NSW State Election has 

engendered much publicity. As Austra-

lians and as Christians, we are challenged 

to reflect on some of the values and issues 

we want our country and our state to con-

sider as we face a new year and a new 

decade. NetAct is a project of a range of 

Catholic social justice, welfare and educa-

tional agencies. In the lead up to the State 

Election, NetAct has prepared a series of 

reflection sheets in response to a number 

of current discussions.  These include: 

Resources for your community 

 indigenous juvenile justice 

 Education 

 health care 

 food security 

 Transport 

 shelter  

 water. 

 

Often the human and Christian dimensions 

of these issues are ignored.  This Kit invites 

church communities to reflect on issues 

from the perspective of our humanity and 

our faith,  and to begin new conversations in 

this light. To obtain a kit for your commu-

nity please contact Sr Jan Barnett at  

jan.barnett@sosj.org.au. 

 

World Day of Peace Message 2011 Dis-

cussion Guide 

 

On 1 January Pope Benedict XVI delivered 

his annual World Day of Peace message, on 

the theme Religious Freedom: the Path the 

Peace. In the message, the Pope declares 

that „religion should not be marginalised or 

prohibited, but seen as making an effective 

contribution to the promotion of the  

common good.‟ (Par 6) 

 

The Australian Catholic Social Justice 

Council has created a discussion guide for 

schools and social justice groups. The guide  

includes a brief overview of the Pope‟s 

message, some points for reflection and 

prayer. To download the guide or for a link 

to  the message i tself,  go to 

www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au. 

 

2011 Social Justice Diary 

 

Each year the Australian Catholic Social 

Justice Council publishes a Social Justice 

Diary, which highlights significant anniver-

saries and special days relating to social 

justice. It also introduces aspects of the 

theme for the 2011 Social Justice Sunday: 

„Prisons and the Justice System‟. The diary 

provides ideas for a social justice program 

for the whole year, and contains information 

and inspiration for reflection and prayer. 

This is an essential resource for teachers and 

parishes. Cost: $6.60, plus postage. 

 

To download an order form, go to 

www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au. 

mailto:pej.cmi@columban.org.au


What’s on around Sydney (cont.) 

6 ,  10  March  PAL MS AUSTRAL IA 

INFORMATION SESSION 

 

12 March CHRISTIANS IN COMMUNITY 

GARDENING VISITS 

 

 

16 March WAR ON WIKILEAKS: BREAKING 

THE AUSTRALIAN SILENCE 

6:30pm – 8:30pm, Sydney 

Town Hall, George St, Sydney. 

17 March CATHOLICCARE ST PATRICK’S DAY 

LUNCHEON 

12pm – 3pm, 

Strangers’ Dining Room, NSW Parliament House, 

Macquarie St, Sydney. 

 

17 March CONSTITIONAL REFORM AND 

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 

 
 

30 March SAMENESS, SIMILARITY AND 

D IF F E R E N C E :  A N  IN T E R C U L T U R A L 

THEOLOGY FOR HUMAN SOLIDARITY 

6pm for 6:30pm start. 

Level 5, The Polding Centre, 133 Liverpool St, Sydney. 

 

2 & 23 May CULTURE OF PEACE: MAKING 

CONNECTIONS BETWEEN PEACE, ECOLOGY 

AND JUSTICE 

Cost: $220 including materials. Columban Mission 

Institute, 167 Albert Rd, Strathfield. 

 

mailto:marie@palms.org.au
http://www.palms.org.au/

