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We ‘must be more welcoming’ by Robert Hiini (Catholic Weekly)
On December 3, the Justice and Peace
Office organised a celebration of International Day of People with Disability.
Article below from the Catholic Weekly
(14/12/2014).
When the Church welcomes people such
that they feel accepted and belong, we
won’t be able to hold them back from the
doors, Bishop Terry Brady said at a Mass
on 3 December to celebrate the International Day of People with Disability.
Rose Bay acolyte Saxon Graham is doing
his part, serving for Bishop Brady and
concelebrating priest Fr Peter Smith, the
director of Sydney’s Justice and Peace
Office.

Members of L’Arche Sydney and the Justice and Peace Office, with Bishop Terry Brady.
Source: Catholic Weekly

Mr Graham, 42, a fresh food worker at Woolworths
and an occasional actor, took the day off work so he
could offer his services on the day.
The congregation included his friends Cathy Sammut,
a pastoral associate at St Aloysius, Cronulla, and Sr
Patricia Anderson RSM, as well as members of Sydney’s L’Arche community, a group of mutual support
for people with, and without, intellectual disabilities.
Bishop Brady said the occasion provided an opportunity to reflect on how the archdiocese and parishes
could be more welcoming in imitation of Christ.
“Look at Jesus. People flocked to him,”
Bishop Brady said.
“Why did they flock
to him? There were
plenty of other religious zealots around
Sr Patricia Anderson, Saxon Graham at that time.
and Cathy Sammut
Source: Catholic Weekly

“They came to Jesus because they could feel his
warmth. They could feel his love. They were
embraced by him.
“I’m convinced that that is what evangelisation is all
about; it’s welcoming. When people can feel that, you
won’t be able to hold them back from the doors.”
Bishop Brady made reference to a recent address by
the departing Apostolic Nuncio to Australia,
Archbishop Paul Gallagher, who was last month
announced as the Vatican’s new Secretary for
Relations with States.
“He challenged us about corporatisation, saying the
Church was becoming too business like and I think
he’s very right,” Bishop Brady said. “Corporatisation,
it’s a big challenge for us. I know you’ve got to have a
business model but, when it takes over, somehow
what we’re on about sometimes suffers greatly. So it’s
getting that balance right. That’s a big thing facing our
Church, especially in Australia.” He concluded by
wishing people this Advent a powerful encounter with
Christ. “I can tell you right now, it will be where you
are in the journey; it’ll be in the most broken, most
vulnerable situation. I can tell you that right now.”
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Putting Rungs In The Ladder
By Justice and Peace Office, Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney (12 December 2014)
The most effective way to welcome asylum seekers
and refugees is to offer time, respect and friendship.
This was the core message at “Putting Rungs in the
Ladder - Advent Twilight Reflection Evening on the
10 December 2014 at the new home of Bishop
Comensoli, Caroline Chisholm Centre of the Broken
Bay Diocese. The joint initiative of the justice and
peace arms of the Broken Bay and Parramatta
dioceses and the Archdiocese of Sydney gathered people from across Sydney to reflect, discuss and pray for
those desperately seeking refuge in Sydney.
People were invited to reflect on the plight of asylum
seekers, especially those who sought security and
safety from their conflict-ridden countries. Cathy
Butler of St Ives Parish, Annmarie from the Blue

Participants share stories and reflections of their experiences
Source: Justice and Peace Office

Mountains Refugee Support Group and Jo Hill of the
House of Welcome told stories of hope and love
through community activities and sports, including
inspirational reflections from a group that started a
cricket team of Tamil asylum seekers. The organisers
facilitated small group discussions to encourage action
for people to bring back to their parish communities.
Their plans were offered in a solemn reflection following the discussions, as volunteers read the prayers
of the faithful calling for unity and mercy.
The event coincided with the passing of the new
legislation giving government unprecedented and
unchallengeable power to deal with asylum seekers,
including the power to send boats entering Australian
waters back into sea. Australia no longer has to adhere
to the UN Refugee Convention. In a media release by
the Australian Catholic Migrant and Refugee Office,
Director Fr Maurizio Pettenà has called the new laws
“unethical” and stated that the reintroduction of the
Temporary Visa will not provide a pathway to permanency nor allow family reunification, meaning asylum
seekers’ lives will remain in a state of insecurity and
anxiety.
Despite the announcement of the new laws, Putting
Rungs in the Ladder was an opportunity to be
reminded of God’s mercy and compassion.

World Leaders Unite Against Slavery
ACRATH news: Religious Leaders, including Pope Francis, gathered in the Vatican on the International Day
against Slavery, 2nd December, to sign a Declaration Against Slavery. This is the first time leaders of the world’s
faiths have come together with the goal of ending slavery. They wish to express their commitment to the dignity
and freedom that is the birthright of all human beings.
This comes as the Pope announced earlier this year that the theme for the 2015 World Day of Peace (January 1)
will be slavery: “No longer slaves but brothers and sisters”.
For more information, go to http://acrath.org.au/5273/declaration-against-slavery/
or contact Sr Noelene Simmons on nswprojects@acrath.org.au
We’re looking for volunteers! If you are interested in offering your time and talents to the work of the office,
contact our Justice and Peace Promoter, Fr. Peter Smith at peter.smith@sydneycatholic.org
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Epping Resident's Vision for a New Life
Under NDIS by CatholicCare Sydney (Media release 9 December 2014)
For Epping resident, Barry Brodie, living with Down
syndrome means his journey to independence has
looked a little different to most.
Before moving into his own unit, Barry spent three
years at CatholicCare Sydney’s O’Donovan Cottage, a
“transition house” that provides training and support
for people with mild to moderate disability.

ability training services. She says services like
O’Donovan Cottage, which are already operating with
a person-centred approach, will thrive under the
NDIS.
“It’s all about choice,” she says. “Previously, services
have been limited in the type of support they can
provide but with the NDIS, agencies like CatholicCare
will be able to provide a holistic service that is truly
tailored to meet people’s needs.”
Louise explains that even without the kind of individualised funding the NDIS will provide, Barry has
always had a level of self-determination.
“We once had a phone call from a travel agent
requesting a Mr Barry Brodie make the payments for
his London holiday,” she laughs. “That was the first
any of us heard about it!”

Barry Brodie
Source: CatholicCare Sydney

Training is based on individual wants and needs
and for Barry that meant
learning the skills he would need to live an independent life on his own terms.
“It was a nice place to stay and do different things like
cleaning, washing and paying bills,” says Barry. “It’s
very exciting to live on my own for the first time. My
favourite thing would have to be cooking, especially
chicken stroganoff.”
With the National Disability Insurance Scheme
(NDIS) gradually rolling out across the country, Barry
and his mother Louise are beginning to contemplate
what the scheme will mean for Barry and his family.
Currently operating in select trial sites only, Louise
and Barry are yet to see the NDIS in action, but they
believe the scheme will give Barry even more choice
and flexibility when it comes to choosing the kind of
support he wants.
“I think basically it’s a fabulous idea,” says Louise.
“The concept is fantastic. A lot of people will be able
to access things that were impossible to do in the
past.”
Carol Blayney is the manager of CatholicCare’s dis-

CatholicCare provides a range of services for people
with disability, as well as an online NDIS hub with
news, updates and information about the scheme. To
find out more, visit www.catholiccare.org.

Wednesday 3 December 2014 was International
Day of People with Disability, a United Nations
sanctioned day that aims to increase public awareness, understanding and acceptance of people
with disability and celebrate the achievements and
contributions of people with disability.

Plan for a Holy Land pilgrimage
which makes a difference
Join the YMCA and YWCA who keep hope alive for
Palestinian farmers by supporting them with their
olive trees in threatened fields. Hear stories of
Palestinians, live alongside local Christians, get your
hands in the dirt!
Olive planting in February 2015,Youth Journey for
Justice in July/August 2015; Olive picking in October 2015.
For more information contact
Jessica Morrison,
Palestine Israel Ecumenical Network
contact@pien.org.au
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Human Rights Day: Time
for Australia to Take Stock

JPO News

by Australian Catholic Social Justice Council

Youth learn about justice and peace

9 December 2014
On Human Rights Day, the Chairman of the Australian
Catholic Social Justice Council has called on Government to take stock of its human rights performance.
“Recent developments in Indigenous affairs and immigration policy give cause for anyone concerned about
human rights to ask, ‘What’s happening to our
nation?’” Bishop Christopher Saunders said.
“What’s happening in a nation willing to outlay billions of dollars in on- and off-shore immigration detention that undermines human dignity and causes irreparable harm? The cost of running the Manus Island
and Nauru facilities alone is over $1 billion annually.
“At the same time, Commonwealth and State governments seem unwilling to scrape together a small fraction of that amount to provide basic services to remote
Indigenous communities. Anywhere up to 150 remote
towns in Western Australia face closure because the
State Government says it can’t find a meagre $90
million to fund municipal and essential services that
were recently offloaded to the states by the Commonwealth Government. Aboriginal communities in South
Australia are also at risk,” Bishop Saunders said.

On Tuesday 16th December, we were invited to the
Youth Leaders Formation Course (YLFC) in Benedict XIV Retreat Centre, Grose Vale, to give a talk on
social justice. YLFC, an Archdiocesan initiative and
coordinated by Catholic Youth Services, is a monthlong, live-in formation course for young people who
want to deepen their faith and build their leadership.
It was a packed, eventful day. After a session in the
morning learning about justice and peace, participants
split up into groups to go to different outreach
activities. These included bowling with adults with
intellectual disabilities, visiting parishioners with
physical disabilities and nursing homes and serving at
a women’s refuge. The participants shared their
experiences with each other and reflected on what
they had learned. Hearing their personal reflections
was truly inspiring, as each recognised their encounters with Christ through their service and made
commitments to further work for justice in the future.
Sydney (and the world) - watch out!

“It seems that Australia’s human rights record is being
undermined by policies aimed at denying people
sanctuary.
“People in the cities and regional centres of Australia
see it as their right to have basic municipal services.
How can we possibly say that Australian citizens in
remote communities do not have the same right?
“Last week’s changes in Australia’s asylum legislation
strike out most references to the Refugee Convention –
the international human rights standard for the treatment of asylum seekers, including our basic obligation
to ensure no one is deported to danger.
“As always, the benchmark of a country’s human
rights performance is seen in how it treats the most
vulnerable. Australia is failing the test for First
Australians seeking to maintain connection with their
traditional, ancestral homelands and for refugees and
asylum seekers fleeing violence and persecution in
their homelands,” Bishop Saunders concluded.
For further information:
Bishop Christopher Saunders 0418 260 155
Mr John Ferguson (02) 8306 3499

St Dominic’s nursing home Blacktown
Source: Justice and Peace Office

Farewell Steph!
We farewell Research and Project
Officer, Stephanie Lan this month.
Steph joined us in January this year.
She carried out her projects with
faithfulness, patience and diligence.
We thank her for her hard work and
contribution to the office and we
wish her all the best in her plans for
the future! God bless you, Steph.
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Want to help young First Australians
re-engage in society, gain employment
and strengthen their cultural identity?
Become an Augustinian Volunteer today!
Contact 0423 968 054 or
paul.wilson@augustinians.org.au
Formation course: 2nd – 20th February, 2015:
Brookvale NSW

In partnership with Tribal Warrior Association, Augustinian Volunteers Australia provides literacy and
numeracy classes to young First Australians at risk of
dropping out of school in the Redfern, Waterloo and
Glebe area. This provides the opportunity for young
Aboriginals to re-engage in school and work with
First Australian mentors and in a community setting.

Vinnies Christmas
Gift Appeal
You can still contribute to families in need over the
Christmas period! Vinnies is running their annual
Christmas Gift Appeal. Just head to your local
Vinnies shop to drop off your gifts. For more
information, go to www.vinnies.org.au/index.php?
action=view&view=169911.

Political Manoeuvres:
Local Council Politics in 1930s
Sydney

We also help young First Australians to research and
learn their own language and culture. Uncle Shane
Phillips, CEO of Tribal Warrior and the Local Australian Hero of the Year 2013, describes our program
in this way:

The chambers of the Sydney Town hall were the proverbial hotbed of intrigue and manoeuvring that many
of you may recognise. The records of the past are
now open for scrutiny and Laila has many stories to
tell that will both amuse and horrify. The Aldermen
of the City of the time had to fight many of the battles
against corruption that they do today in all major
cities of the world to provide power to all and all the
other services that we take for granted today.

“We must learn about our past to appreciate our
future. The language program has given the young
fellas a genuine interest in their own culture which
was missing.’’

When: Saturday 10 January 2015, 2pm-4pm | Venue: Sydney
Mechanics School of Arts, 280 Pitt Street, Sydney | Cost: $3
Subscription Charge, $5 Non-members required |
Enquiries: City of Sydney Historical Association |
sydneyhistorical.org.au / (02) 9518 8730

Shane Phillips, Tribal Warrior CEO,
Local Australian Hero of the Year, 2013
We have volunteers working in First Australian
communities, refugee agencies and in low socioeconomic areas, working with communities to make a
difference. Contact Augustinian Volunteers for more
information on how you can volunteer and put your
faith in action!
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