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Faith in Action 2013

The Justice and Peace Office launched
the very first social justice expo of its
kind in Sydney on the 30th Novembe:
2013 at the University of Notre Dame
Sydney.

Over a hundred youth participated ani
met with representatives from Catholic.
organisations and religious order;
working for social justice including
Catholic Mission, Vinnies, Caritas
Palms Australia, HarvestINROADS,

Vocation Centre and Josephite = = “a , S
Community Aid. The youth were Sister Hilda Scott speaks to the youth about the importance of our relationship with God in the
welcomed to participate in workshop: work for justice today.

and competitions and learned about th e
opportunities available for them to justice and our calling to be put our would like to find out more about how
volunteer and get involved. faith into action. Issues such as asylun you can get involved in social justice
seekers, human trafficking and work, please email us at the Justice and
The day began with an introduction by’ economic inequality were explored ani Peace Office.
Bishop Terry Brady and Fr Patrick discussed and a greater sense of +
Mcinnerny of the Columbans and & responsibility was inspired in those A
performance by the Parramatta who attended.
Di ocesebd very o wn OASI S Yout h
Band. Sister Noelene Simmons fromm Sam Clear from HarvestiINROADS
ACRATH, Dr Robert Tilley, Phil also interviewed with Madeline Velle
Glendenning of the Edmund Rice from Generation Life who spoke of he-
Centre and Sister Hilda Scott from th  experience in the prlife movement in
Jamberoo Abbey shared with us ther Sydney and the United States.
own experiences and understanding of
The day ended with CFC
Youth For Christ NSW
Band and the Mother
o f Divine
Mercy Refuge Youth
Choir from New Zealand
who shared the messag?2
of peace through their
musical talents.

We hope to continue tc
bring the message o
justice and peace to the
youth in the years to come

Mother of Divine Mercy RefugeYouth Choirfrom New Zealand
perform.

) Sisters of Mercy stall
through this event. If you Photo by Patrick Lee
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The purpose of this |l etter is to seek your supportTy-in as
phoon Haiyan has caused in the see#ist Asian region, particularly in the Philippines and more than likely Vietnam. It is
estimated that over 10,000 people may have died and 9.3million affected. The hardest hit families and communities have bee
left without homes and access to food and water.

Emergency assistance is urgently needed across the region to help with the significant immediate needs of shelter, food ar
water, and then with rebuilding communities and livelihoods. Significant financial resources are required during tres time;
ports are coming in estimating that the devastation is on the same scale as the Haiti Earthquake and the Asian Tsunami. It
because of this that | ask your support in launching an appeal in your diocese to assist the communities affected.

| acknowledge that this is an additional request from Caritas Australia for you and the Catholic people of your diooese parti

larly at this time of year. | am only too aware of the past generosity of your diocese supporting in times of crisithdttrus

they will be moved to support the people in the Philippines and the-sasthAsian region in this time of suffering and great

need. It is essential that the Australian community respond now. To enable this, Caritas Australia will provide spekial appea
envelopes for the collection and information on how the monies raised will be used to assist the
response in the region. The next step will be for us to contact and inform your Diocesan Direc-
tor. With your approval they should be able to facilitate this appeal in your diocese.

Donations to this appeal may be made by calling our hotline 1800 024 413, visiting
www.caritas.org.awr by posting a cheque/money order to our office: Caritas Australi@224
O6Riordan Street, Alexandria, NSW 2015.

b 4

Christian leaders in Palestine have produced a comprehehdded will, Mary sings, turn the world upside down, bring down
advent resource, which includes unique Palestiriamountains, and raise valleysGod will, where and in ways we
theological reflection on the advent story.also includes key do not yet see, bring down empire and raise up a new human

information about the situation in the Holy Langit Yves,the. co mmuni ty of al | Godds peopl e

Jerusalem based Catholic Social Justice Centre was ¢ kayke 1: 4643). After 46 years of occupation and denial of all

contributor to the document. basic rights, can | continue joyfully witnessing and singing like
Mary?

One of the reflections is written by Jean Zaru, reflecting at out

t he Magni ficat: Alt is grealtn tukwveakse a@cdwmntt hitsheseaswead aM

the birds singing on my olive tree in the court yard. They :afler anxieties, but seeks support from another woman,
other birds to share with them the food, and the wt oElizabeth. Filled with the Holy Spirit who exalts the violated,
community of these birds is celebrating. These birds remirdedh e t wo wo men rejoice i n Go d ¢
me with their positive energy of Mary mother of Jesus. MeryMagni f i cat , the pregnant Mar y
our lady of Palestine, looks unblinkingly at the realities of | favell-being to the humiliated and downtrodden. The future of
daily experienced wunder e npiorde é&-betnipfér blirnmvithodt exceptipnrisenst o be alwatedp o o
the powerful lord it over the weaker ones, seen and unegassively. It is being born in us today, from our flesh and
walls of exclusion are erected, homes are stolen btood, from our commitments and struggles for justice. It
demolished, lands are confiscated, water rights are violeétdde comes t he hope for those wh
freedom of movement is restricted, access to holy sites apened his public ministry in another program of hope (Luke
forbidden. Palestinian refugees are still living in refug:e4:18). Christian hope is a resistance movement for life and not
camps since the Nakba in 1948 and some in 1967, and Inagainst it; a hope is not something relegated for the future. It is
have been refugees more than once. Refugee status sho ilébbeow, the present moment. To hope for justice means we
temporary, but it has become permanent. Many refugees ¢ renave to work for justice, to hope for peace means we have to
exile in their own homel an dworkfor peace. It was addressed to the poor, the prisoners, the
blind and the broken victims. Yes, friends, how then can | keep
All this Mary sees and bears witness to. Mary was a reflt géem singing?
when she, Joseph and Jesus went to Egypt, but they wer¢ able
to come back to their homeland. Mary understands the right oflay this Christmas season be a time of renewal of our
return for refugees. Standing in the shadow of empire, Natyo mmi t me n t and wwweangvesorg.adi si t
sees and still bears witness, sings to God the Saviour.| Sbatholic Center for Human Rights in Jerusalem OR
singsherfult hr oat ed confidence | amwwperodgal deelPalestne &naet Ecunfienical Nettvark
captives, release for those living under lawless oppres¢idn.Australia. +
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http://www.saintyves.org.au
http://www.pien.org.au

