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World Youth Day Through the Eyes and Heal
of a WYD Chaplain

By John Pearce CP, Parish Priest at Marrickville

| thought being an old hand at WYD Sydney prepared n e
well for WYD in Rio, but 5 years is a lot of time to forget
Once again, WYD stretched my stamina, through lots o
walking, lots of waiting for planes and buses, and lots o
time rediscovering patience. The help of a chiropractor jor
the 3 months before departure was the best medicine fcr
me this time. Travelling with older pilgrims in SYD06 we 3
a privilege, many who had been on WYD before, others
going OS for WYD for the first time. Just travelling with
people as a fellow pilgrim was a gift in itself. | amazed
myself as | was able to keep going as others got sick, o the side of the hill to give them all weather access to
needed a rest. Being grounded by the flu for 2 weeks o1 their huts

return meant my body did a catch up with what the othe's §  paint a chapel prior to its dedication by the Cardinal
had experienced during the pilgrimage. seeing the joy in the faces of the children as we each

This WYD was different from all others. For as well as | 92ve out small gifts from Australia: the clip on koalas,

exploring the some of the religious and missionary tho cheap_ for us, were a wonc_jerful gift for the children
traditions of 450 years of the Church Peru and Brazil andWho had little, as well as the times of play and song at
Argentina, and sharing the wonderful days of WYD in | €ach place.

RIO with the other couple of million participants, we wer2 At the same time, when we stopped to share our

invited to pUt our hands to work in service of others in th e reflections on these immersion experienceS, we were
shanty town of Pamplona on the outskirts of Lima and to  aple to identify the pride of the people in what they had
reflect on the faith and life of the people we had built, with us as their labourers. In one photo of a group
encountered. Lima seemed to have the extremes of rickess f  women sitting on their n
and poverty, with little in between. SYDO6 and the CEO.  pyt their faces and bodies identified they had taken

Schools did two days of service in Pamplona. SYDO5 di 4ossession of this new gift. We also saw life thru new

days of service. With over 500 people deployed, we we e eyes, eyes that had less than us, but just as much purpose
able to: for living.
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Pilgrims help to build stairs in Pampalona, Lima

In the various catechetical and liturgical events in Rio,
we joined the Brazilians in ways that they celebrated
Eucharist with much more joy and spontaneity than us
o Aussies do. These events took us to a new level of

T Assistinthe soup| raver. In the mix of all that we experienced, | would

) kitchens hope that many of our Pilgrims received a new heart for
1 Work with the justice. Thank you to the people of Sydney who through
_villagers in building a |  their Charitable Works Fund contributions, and the fund
_sconcrete stair case up.  raining by pilgrims, made this project possible. g
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World Youth Day Through the Eyes and Heal
of High School Students

By students from Casimir
Catholic College, Marrickville

In its entirety our World Youth
Day journey has been an enrich-
ing, life changing experi-

ence. With around 3 million pil-
grims gathered from around the
world to share their faith, the
World Youth Day experience
strengthened our relationship with
God and enabled us to form kfe
long friendships with pilgrims.

The missionary work in the shanty

towns of Lima Peru highlighted Gods call for us to reach
out to those less fortunate, truly acting as an eye opening
experience for us all. After meeting the inspiring, good
natured, optimistic people living in such conditions we all
realised how much we take for granted and we have learr t
to be more appreciative of what we have. We then went t)
Macchu Pichu to visit one of the wonders of the world. T~
was a day where we were able to experience the amazin
ruins left behind by the ancient Inca's. We were all mesn
ised by this site and its view.

Our next stop was Rio for World Youth Day week. We

We all got to share this experi-
ence with our bus group mixed
with students from Bethlehem
College Ashfield, De La Salle
College Ashfield and Southern
Cross Burwood. Bus 3 really
did become one big family
who supported each other
through the good and bad
times. We have made lifelong
friends and created a unique
bond with each other. We
couldn't have done it without
our bus leader Genevieve Cut-
ler, Father Chris Higgins,
David Walker and all our pil-
grim group leaders. In particular Mrs. Ghignone who put
in all her time and efforts to give us the best experience
possible. She not only acted as a role model and leader but
also a friend to all of us. Our pilgrimage would not have
been the same without her. +

Walk or Ride to Worship

For the planet, the poor and your health, Walk or Ride to

Worship in October 2013

Walk or Ride to Worship is an initiative of Australian Reli-

spent most of our time on Copacabana beach celebratin( gious Response to Climate Change (ARRCC).

mass with Papa Francesco. To celebrate our faith each ¢

with millions of other young pilgrims from all around the Join with people from across Australia and make a sustain-
world united as one was a once in a lifetime opportunity. able transport choice for worship this Octobaf. you
While Rio was amazing it was also very challenging and need to do is to choose a day to walk, cycle, or use another
put all of us out of our comfort zones as we adjusted to li form of environmentally friendly transport to get to and
ing as pilgrims. from Mass or your religious activities. You can join in as

an individual, a family, or as a whole religious community.
There were moments where we found ourselves in ex- eéad more about Walk or Ride to Worship, and register
tremely large crowds, with basic living arrangements at  YOUr participation aiww.arrcc.org.au/wakkide-to- _
Aussie Central, caught in wet weather and limited food b WorshipOct2013 There are heaps of resources to make it
we all came together and supported one another. One of €asy to publicise and run the event, including a promotional
highlights of Rio was being able to interact with people  film clip.
from all over the world, visiting Christ the Redeemer and
sleeping out on the beach for the final mass. We then

Would you like to see more groups involved in Walk or

moved on to Iguazu Falls, in Brazil & Argentina to visit th Ride to Worship?Can you help ARRCC to spr(_ead th? .
unimaginable waterfalls. It was a time of reflection to reci word? ARRCC_ are looking for people tq recruit a religious
on our experiences in the previous weeks of WYD. Goin¢ €ommunity. This could be your own parish or a faliased
to Iguazu Falls really affirmed our faith and connected us €COmmunity that you have some connection wARRCC
God as it showed us that there was a greater power who Will provide you with all the resources that you
created this amazing landmark. need. Please contacidetoworship@arrcc.org.aur

0447 730 772 for more information. +

JUSTICE AND PEACE OFFICE AUGUST 2013 VOL 5 NO 8



