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NEEN is a dynamic, 

member-based network 

providing parishes, agen-

cies and not-for-profit 

community organisations 

with the information,  

inspiration and support to 

become more energy  

efficient and take charge of their energy future. A national   

initiative, NEEN promotes open learning and collaboration 

around energy efficiency and sustainability. Through     

increased efficiency we aim to reduce the energy intensity 

and consumption of the community sector, in turn reducing 

emissions and freeing up funding for delivery of core    

programs that support a more positive future for all. 

Supported with funding from the Commonwealth Govern-

mentôs Energy Efficiency Information Grants Program, 

NEEN offers our members free access to specialist energy 

efficiency information, an online Opportunity Assessment 

tool and interactive Business Case report,  NEEN+ events 

and an online learning community. It is this learning    

community approach to development and collaboration that 

sets NEEN apart from other initiatives, offering our    

members a unique opportunity to collaborate with their 

peers and make Australian communities  more resilient 

into the future. 

 

NEEN has held fully participatory launch events in every 

state and territory in Australia, culminating in the 

NEENNSW event held at Carriageworks in Sydney on July 

16th. The launch attracted leaders from community       

organisations who were keen to start a conversation 

about energy efficiency, renewables and the sustainability 

of Australian communities into the future. There was 

plenty to get excited about at the launch - not least         

tapping into the collective experience and energy of such a 

diverse group - however there were five moments that 

made it memorable for me personally. 

¶ U n c l e 

C h i c k a 

Madden 's 

welcome to 

c o u n t r y , 

which from the very outset connected us to the 

land and the rich stories of its traditional owners, the 

Gadigal people of the Eora Nation 

¶ The passion with which the NSW Minister for the 

Environment, Rob Stokes launched NEEN, admit-

ting he rescheduled commitments to be at the event 

as he is "enormously excited about what this network 

is about". He continued, sharing his conviction 

that "we have an imperative and responsibility to do 

something" and that this is an "argument about     

justice" because no matter how energy is created, 

there are costs and the shocking, unconscious waste 

in our current system needs to be addressed 

¶ The diversity of voices and experience captured in 

the learning community workshop. This brought into 

focus the barriers, opportunities, willingness and  

vision for an energy efficiency/sustainability learning 

community in NSW 

¶ Bishop George Browning's insight into the impor-

tance of narrative and the need for faith, civil and 

sc ience communi t ies  to expand and 

share the narrative around environmental crises and 

drive positive change for the common good 

¶ The captivating performance from Indigenous cul-

tural educator, musician and poet, Gumaroy        

Newman, which somehow lifted and yet 

grounded everyone in the room simultaneously 

Having received such positive feedback and engage-

ment at our launch events, we are now focusing our        

energy on the support and development of the NEEN+ 

Learning Communities. To receive updates on 

NEEN+ Learning Community gatherings or initiatives 

in your state, please sign up to our e-Newsletter or become 

a NEEN member and connect to the (soon to 

launch) NEEN+ online community.  www.neen.org.au 

The Launch of the National Energy 

Efficiency Network (NEEN) in NSW     
by Simon Habel 

For more information contact Simon Habel at Catholic 
Earthcare.   
Simon.Habel@neen.org.au  / ph 0408 835 103  

A snapshot of the participantsô diverse profiles  

Source: Catholic EarthCare 

Source: Catholic EarthCare 

Brainstorming ideas 

http://member
http://www.neen.org.au
mailto:Simon.Habel@neen.org.au
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The Steady State Economy ï A Social 

Justice Issue   by Phil Jones 

ñHow many workers does it take to 

change a light globe?ò  

Answer: Economic growth.  

 

For some, economic growth is the 

answer to everything. Yes, it lifted 

the world out of one of the greatest 

social problems of last century, the 

Great Depression. Economic growth 

is touted as the solution to poverty, the way to    

reduce unemployment and as the means of ensuring 

adequate health, education, social security and   

enabling us to care for our environment. The cry for 

more economic growth has gone out to world    

leaders prior to their G20 meeting in November. 

  

For all of the wonders it has brought humanity, the 

question, ñis infinite economic growth possible on a 

finite planet?ò is now being seriously discussed not 

only by ecologist, but among Christians and fellow 

advocates of social justice. The impact of Climate 

Change on the poor, the effects of new mining   

projects on subsistence landholders, conflicts over 

potential resources are all social justice issues    

arising from our perceived need to pursue economic 

growth. 

 

The UN paper entitled ñBuilding a Sustainable and 

Desirable Economy-in-Society-in-Natureò stresses 

that, ñwe are going to need an economics [sic] that 

respects planetary boundaries é and that the econ-

omy cannot grow forever on this finite planetò. 

However, it is widely accepted that without        

economic growth we have recession or worse still, 

depression.  If such were to occur as a result of the 

physical limits of our environment, economic 

growth would not be the answer. For any of us who 

care about our fellow human beings and our        

environment, this is a serious dilemma. 

 

The Sustainable Development Solutions Network, 

is presently preparing the ñSustainable Develop-

ment Goalsò for the UN, a sequel to the Millennium 

Development Goals which have a deadline in 2015. 

Despite an acknowledgement of ecological plane-

tary boundaries, these goals give no recognition to a 

limit to economic growth.  As they are destined to 

have an impact on ecological and economic     

thinking in the foreseeable future, such an omission 

is considered important.  

 

Advocates of the Steady State Economy, a growing 

movement around the globe, see the features of 

such an economy as having far more maintenance 

and repair industries, far greater levels of shared 

employment, a relatively constant consumption of 

resources, stable world population and a complete 

reliance on renewable energy resources. Finance 

issues such as debt, superannuation, investment, 

savings all need consideration as we either plan for 

the Steady State Economy or have it collapse upon 

one of our future generations. 

 

In October, the ñFenner Conferenceò of the Austra-

lian Academy of Science will consider the question, 

ñAddicted to Growth? How to move to a Steady 

State Economy in Australia?ò at the University of 

NSW. It is an attempt to come to grips with some of 

the issues involved in this transition.  Economic 

writer Ross Gittins looks at it this way: 

Surely this is a task of Christian concern. 
 
*  Dr Ross Gittins AM - Is a 'steady-state' economy feasible?, https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=A9F4b2N6HJU, Aug 14, 2012  

ñéhow would we go about reorganising the econ-

omy so that we no longer increased the throughput 

of natural resources? Well it wouldnôt be easy nor 

would it be terrifically hard. It actually represents 

nothing more than a design problem, one that the 

economics profession is well equipped to solve 

should we decide to give it that task.ò * 

Relief workers in Brisbane during the 

Great Depression 

Source: Wikimedia Commons 


