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NEEN is a dynamic, | Uncle

memberbased network Chick a~

providing parishes, agen- Madden'

cies and nafor-profit welcome t

community organisations country,

with the information, which from the very outsetonnectedus to the

o A = \ * inspiration and support to land and the rich stories of itsaditional owners, the
=20 BRI Ah pecome more energy Gadigal people of the Eora Nation

efficient and take charge of their energy future. A national
initiative, NEEN promotes open learning and collaboration
around energy efficiency and sustainabilitfhrough
increased efficiency we aim to reduce the energy intensity
and consumption of the community sector, in turn reducing
emissions and freeing up funding for delivery of core
programs that support a more positive future for all.

The passion with which thBISW Minister for the
Environment, Rob Stokes launch&EEN, admit-
ting he rescheduled commitments to be at the event
ashe is"enormously excited about what this network
is about". He continued, sharing his conviction
that "we have animperative and responsibility to do
something” and thathis is an "argument about

) ) justice" becauseno matter how energy is created

ment O6s Energy Efficiency '”lBSUch?eﬁtkyg‘té}nne%ds?o% a%ldreé%édogram
NEEN offers our membersee access to specialist energy
efficiency information, an online Opportunity Assessment | n€ diversity of voicesand experienceaptured in

tool andinteractive Business Case repoMEEN+ events the learning community workshop. This brougito
and an online learning community. It is thisarning focus the barriers, opportunities, willingnessnd
community approach tdevelopment andollaboration that vision for an energy efficiency/sustainability learning
sets NEEN apart from other initiatives, offering our communityin NSW

members a unique opportunity to collaborate with thefy Bishop George Browning's insight into the impor-
peers andmake Australian communities more resilient tance of narrative and the need faith, civil and
into the future. science communities to expand and

sharethe narrativearound environmental crises and

NEEN has held fully participatory launch events in every drive positive change fathe common good
state and territory in Australia, culminating in thﬁ&/

NEENNSW event held at Carriageworks in Sydney on Ju
16th. The launch attracted leaders from community
organisations whowere keen to start aonversation
aboutenergy efficiency, renewables and the sustainability
of Australian communities into the future. There wasHaving received such positive feedback and engage-
plenty to get excited about at the launchnot least ment at our launch eventswe are now focusingour
tappinginto the collective experience and enerfysuch a energyon the support and development of the NEEN+
diverse group- however there were fivenomentsthat Learning Communities. To receive updates on
made itmemorable for me persona"y_ NEEN+ Learning Community gatherings or initiatives

in your state, pleassign up to oue-Newsletteror become

a NEEN member and connect tothe (soon to

Simon.Habel@neen.org.au / ph 0408 835 103 launch)NEEN+ online communitywww.neen.org.au 4

The captivatingperformance from Indigenous cul-
tural educator, musician and poet, Gumaroy
Newman, which somehow lifted and yet
groundeceveryone in the room simultaneously

For more information contact Simon Habel at Catholic
Earthcare.
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@Y1 The Steady State EconoriiyA Social
Chim Justice I1Ssue by il jones
AHow many worker's does it take to

change a |ight g obe?0o0
’  Answer: Economic growth.

For some, economic growth is th2
, . answer to everything. Yes, it liftec
1) | ‘a,\" the world out of one of the greate:t
K liLL social problems of last century, th:
- Great Depression. Economic growin
is touted as the solution to poverty, the way to
reduce unemployment and as the means of enst 'ing : . :

. . . Relief workers in Brisbane during the
adequate health, education, social security nd Great Depression
enabling us to care for our environment. The cry or Source: Wikimedia Commons
more economic growth has gone out to wolld
leaders prior to their G20 meeting in November. have an impact on ecological and economic

thinking in the foreseeable future, such an omission
For all of the wonders it has brought humanity, tieis considered important.
guesti on, Afiis i nfinite economic growth possible
finite planet?0 i s now AdecategoftheeSteady 8tatd Bconamy,sa grovang e C
only by ecologist, but among Christians and fellcw movement around the globe, see the features of
advocates of social justice. The impact of Climétesuch an economy as having far more maintenance
Change on the poor, the effects of new miniagand repair industries, far greater levels of shared
projects on subsistence landholders, conflicts o reemployment, a relatively constant consumption of
potential resources are all social justice isstegesources, stable world population and a complete
arising from our perceived need to pursue econoinigeliance on renewable energy resources. Finance
growth. issues such as debt, superannuation, investment,
savings all need consideration as we either plan for
The UN paper entitl ed ntBeuSieddyd Stategeconoms or Hidvaii callapsd upon a |
Desirable Economiyn-Societyin-Nat ur e 0 soherokosrduale generations.
t hat , ifwe are going tc need an economics [ sic] w
respects planetary bounldmrOetso ®era,ndt htenrait Fdarmmreere cQ
omy <cannot grow f or ev 2 lan Azcademy df Scencefwill oongider thepguestiore t 0
However, it is widely accepted that withott fAddi cted to Growth? How
economic growth we have recession or worse silLSt at e Economy in Austral:.
depression. If such were to occur as a result of theNSW. It is an attempt to come to grips with some of
physical limits of our environment, econom : the issues involved in this transition. Economic
growth would not be the answer. For any of us wowriter Ross Gittins looks at it this way:
care about our fellow human beings and cur
environment, this is a serious dilemma.

The Sustainable Development Solutions Netwo Kk,

i s presently preparinj cheée nsSustarnabie Gevel oj
ment Goalso for the UN, ‘@& seguel ¢ tue Mititenni
Development Goals which have a deadline in 20 .5.

Despite an acknowledgement of ecological plal e:

tary boundaries, these goals give no recognition 1> a

limit to economic growth. As they are destined ‘0 Surely this is a task of Christian concern. 4

* Dr Ross Gittins AM- Is a 'steadiystate’ economy feasible?, https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=A9F4b2N6HJU, Aug 14, 2012
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