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Josephites Join ACOSS in Urging for Increase
in Newstart Allowance
Josephites this week have joined ACOSS in urging the
Commonwealth Government to increase the Newstart
allowance by $50 per week. ‘With many Australians,
we are deeply concerned about the poverty levels of
those who have been pushed to the edges of our
society,’ said Sr Anne Derwin, congregational leader.
‘Our work with those who are most vulnerable across
country towns and cities across Australia has
demonstrated without doubt that the current Newstart
Allowance falls far short of what is needed for people
to live with dignity in Australia today.’
Josephites believe that it is imperative that we act at
this time when:
 One in eight people and one in six children in
Australia are now living in poverty
 With current cutbacks in employment
opportunities, the Government’s aim of
encouraging people to seek employment is clearly
failing, and unemployment levels across the

country are continuing to rise
 The impact on women and children is being

particularly felt.
The Government’s decision to cut the payments of
vulnerable single parents in January has been shown
already to be counter-productive and militates against
the social and economic participation for which the
Government is hoping.
‘This is a policy of exclusion, which alienates and
blames those who are most vulnerable in our society,’
said Sr Anne. ‘Entrenching people in poverty will not
provide a realistic pathway back into employment. We
urge all people of good will to continue to work for
justice and compassion for those who are most at risk
in Australia today.’
The Josephite Justice Office(JJO) is a ministry of the
Congregations of the Sisters of St Joseph. We educate,
advocate and work for justice, for earth and people,
especially those pushed to the edges.

Palms Australia Information Session
Palms is an Australian Catholic organisation that has been sending volunteers
to developing countries for more than 50 years. These Global Volunteers are
vehicles for development and social change through mentoring and exchange
of skills. Palms is seeking volunteers willing to participate in an authentic
cross-cultural experience in countries across Asia, Africa and the Pacific.
Former President of Timor-Leste and Palms Patron, Jose Ramos-Horta, has
requested that Palms continue the important work of placing volunteers in
Timor-Leste, with the aim of combating malnutrition. They need:
1) Teachers, Health Professionals, Environmental/Water Management Engineers and professionals in other areas.
2) Catholics who have the best chance of understanding the culture of this largely Catholic country.
3) Mature couples and singles as well as younger volunteers.
Palms will hold a Sydney Information Session for those who are interested in volunteering on Thursday 2 May
at 6:00 PM, at the Aquinas Academy, 141 Harrington St, the Rocks.
For further information please contact Sarah on (02) 9518 9551 or email sarah@palms.org.au
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Climate Justice and Human
Development Challenges in the Pacific
The Pacific Calling Partnership
(PCP) advocates and educates the
Australian community on behalf
of, and in partnership with low
lying, vulnerable, Pacific Island
nations such as Kiribati and
Tuvalu, which are suffering from
the effects of dangerous climate
change on their culture and
l i ve l i h o o ds . W hi l s t t h e se
developing countries have
contributed very little to
dangerous cli mate change
however, they are amongst the
first, and the most adversely
affected by it. Pacific Islanders
want to adapt to climate change
justly and with dignity. However,
for these nations, adaptation
comes with significant
impediments- not just the financial
capacity, but the human and
physical capital required to adapt,
which is lacking. Climate change
therefore is exacerbating existing
human development challenges,
impeding Pacific Island
governments’ ability to adapt and
curtailing future development
goals.
The changes that necessitate
adaptation are already significant
and include: more intense and
more frequent storms;
unpredictable seasons, with
drought and flooding periods
lasting longer; sea walls being
broken down by storms; food
production being limited due to
salt inundation from rising sea
levels, making the drinking water
brackish; and the loss of homes
due to extreme weather events that
is forcing people into overpopulated areas that can’t

accommodate the
hygienically or safely.

density

These and other issues relating to
climate change, climate justice and
human development will be the
focus of a workshop that PCP is
hosting at the University of
Sydney on Thursday May 16th at
6pm. Meredith Burgmann, the
President of the Australian
Council for International
Development (ACFID), and a
leading activist, who has just
returned from a visit to Kiribati,
will talk about her first hand

experiences of these challenges
alongside Maria Timon Chi-Fang,
a Kiribati woman and the Pacific
Outreach Officer at PCP will also
be speaking. Please join us and
find out how you can contribute
to ending the injustice.
The Pacific Calling Partnership
is an initiative of the Edmund
Rice Centre. To RSVP or for
further information, please
contact Maria Tiimon Chi-Fang
on 0422 185 524.

Micah Challenge Campaign
to Save Aid
Just before Christmas last year, the
Government diverted $375 million
from overseas aid to meet the
rising costs of detaining,
processing, and supporting onshore
asylum-seekers.
The diversion of such a large
amount of money (7% of the total
aid budget) away from the core
business of Australia’s aid program
– helping poor people move out of
poverty – has already had an
impact. P rograms to help
vulnerable communities to adapt to
climate change in Vanuatu, Tonga,
Indonesia and the Philippines have
been axed. Water, sanitation and
hygiene programs, maternal and
child health, education and
livelihood programs have all been
delayed or “deferred”.
The

reality

is

that

if

Government is serious about
meeting its commitment to
increase aid to 0.5% of Gross
National Income by 2016, then
the aid budget will need to
increase by around $400 million
in the upcoming budget (bringing
it to roughly 0.37% GNI). If it is
serious about using that aid
effectively to reduce poverty
overseas and help achieve the
Millennium Development Goals,
then it must ensure that aid is not
diverted away from those
purposes.
To find out how you can take
urgent budget action today, visit:
www.micahchallenge.org.au/
budget-action

the
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CatholicCare Sydney Launches New Website
CatholicCare Sydney, the official welfare agency of
the Catholic Church in the Archdiocese of Sydney, is
excited to announce the launch of its new website.
The new-look site is designed to make it easier for
people to access the wide range of programs and
services CatholicCare delivers, and features improved
accessibility for the visually impaired, more dynamic
content, downloadable resources and a dedicated news
and media section.
Each year CatholicCare Sydney provides more than
50,000 occasions of support to people throughout the
Sydney metropolitan area. CatholicCare’s website is
an essential tool in achieving the organisation’s
mission to enable the social and emotional wellbeing
of communities, families and individuals living in
Sydney.
Information for more than 120 of the programs
CatholicCare operates is included on the website,
along with related links, downloads and multimedia.
CatholicCare CEO, Bernard Boerma, says the new
website makes it much easier for people to find
specific support services from relationship counselling
and disability employment services to support for
people struggling with drug and alcohol addictions.

“In today’s digital world it’s extremely important that
CatholicCare maintains a strong online presence and
our website is obviously critical to this,” says Mr
Boerma. “The new site allows the people we serve to
better access information, find out what we do and
who to contact, and generally have a better online
experience.”
The new website is live and can be accessed at
www.catholiccare.org.

Archdiocesan Justice and
Peace Office Facebook Page
The Justice and Peace office is pleased to announce
the launch of our Facebook page. It can be found at:
http://www.facebook.com/JusticeAndPeaceOffice
Please feel free to “Like” the page, or “Share” the
page with your friends and family. It will no doubt
help us connect with the broader Catholic community
and the general public, and keep you updated on our
works, campaigns, and events. Stay tuned!

Invitation: Catholic Citizens
The Justice and Peace Office invites you to an afternoon with well-known UK voice on
church affairs, Austen Ivereigh. Austen has authored, “Faithful Citizens: a practical
guide to Catholic social teaching and community organising,” in which he reflects on
years of experience with the civil society coalition London Citizens. Through London
Citizens, thousands of Catholics have worked with other people of goodwill to win
concrete improvements for the people of London, through common ground campaigns
for a living wage, for safer streets, and for a fairer deal for migrants and refugees.
Austen’s previous roles include Deputy Editor of The Tablet and Public Affairs
Director for Cardinal Cormac Murphy– O’Connor in West-minster Archdiocese. More
recently he cofounded and coordinates Catholic Voices, an initiative to offer a
compelling human voice for the Church in the public sphere.
Learn how community organising presents a practical set of tools to put Catholic social teaching into practice,
and how these tools can renew Catholic communities by building relationships, developing leaders and giving the
broader community a powerful example of the Church in action.
For further information, visit http://www.justiceandpeace.org.au/pdfs/Austen_Ivereigh_flyer_May2013.pdf
When: Sunday 26 May, 2:30pm-4:00pm
Where: Mount St Benedict College, Pennant Hills.
Please RSVP with your name and contact to 9390 5935 or christine.drozario@sydneycatholic.org
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What’s on around Sydney
30 April, ASYLUM SEEKER POLICY: FROM
DESPAIR TO ACTION
7:00pm-9:00pm, Paddington Uniting Church, 395
Oxford Street, Paddington. Join Paddington Uniting
for an evening of discussion about concrete actions we
can take to start changing the national conversation of
asylum seekers to one of compassion and hospitality.
Entry is free, but please RSVP to http://
asylumseekerforum.eventbrite.com.au/
3 May, THE CHURCH AND THE
PENTECOSTALS - A NECESSARY DIALOGUE
10:30am, the Polding Centre, 133 Liverpool Street,
Sydney. The Commission for Ecumenism and Interreligious Relations invite you to a public lecture by
Mons. Juan Usma Gomez from the Pontifical Council
for the Promotion of Christian Unity. Light lunch will
follow. Please RSVP by 1 May to 02 9390 5168 or
intefaith.asst@sydneycatholic.org
4 May, TRAINING FOR TRANSFORMATION:
THEATRE OF THE OPPRESSED
9:30am-4:00pm, The Grail Centre, 22 McHatton
Street, North Sydney. A form of participatory theatre
rooted in the Latin American popular education
movements, used educators for analysing problems and
transforming reality through direct action. RSVP by 29
April to ruthcrowe@ozemail.com.au or phone (02) 9955
6350. Cost $30; please bring own lunch
13 May, BOOK LAUNCH: A DECISION TO
DISCRIMINATE
7:30pm-9:00pm, Mona Vale Memorial Hall, 1606
Pittwater Road, Mona Vale. A new book focusing on
the Senate Committee Inquiry into the Stronger Futures
Legislation argues that the Government decision-making
process chose to ignore the views and ideas expressed
by many Aboriginal people of the Northern Territory
communities. The event is part of the Guringai Festival
2013.
15 May, ECUMENICAL PRAYER SERVICE

2:00pm, The Polding Centre Chapel, Level 6, 133
Liverpool Street, Sydney. An Ecumenical Service on
the theme, “What does God require of us?” (cf. Micah 6:
6-8). Afternoon tea will follow. Please RSVP for
catering purposes by 13 May to 02 9390 5168 or
interfaith.asst@sydneycatholic.org
17 May, ASYLUM SEEKERS CENTRE 11th
ANNUAL QUIZ NIGHT
7:00pm, North Sydney Leagues Club, 12 Abbott
Street, Cammeray. Tickets are now on sale for the
Asylum Seekers Centre 11th Annual Quiz night. The
theme and dress for the night is a Circus Soiree. Join
host HG Nelson for a magical journey under the Big
Top. For more information, or to book, visit: http://
www.trybooking.com/44498
24 – 25 May COMMUNITY-IN-MISSION: A
CONTEMPORARY THEOLOGY OF THE
CHURCH
9:00am - 1:00pm, The Broken Bay Institute, Caroline
Chisholm Centre, 423 Pennant Hills Road, Pennant
Hills. Fr Lennan, an Australian Priest and Co-Director
of the Licentiate in Sacred Theology program at Boston
College, will deliver two dynamic half-day public
lectures over two days. The focus of the course, will be
on the various contemporary theological models of the
Church. Open to the public. For enquiries contact (02)
9847 0030 or email lbreingan@bbi.catholic.edu.au.
3- 6 July, STRANGERS, MIGRANTS AND
REFUGEES IN THE BIBLE
9:00am - 4:00pm each day, The Broken Bay Institute,
Caroline Chisholm Centre, 423 Pennant Hills Road,
Pennant Hills. Whether for professional or personal
development, this event is not to be missed by anyone
who cares about refugees and wishes to gain new
perspectives and practical insights that will help you
make a difference. Hear from Fr Vanthanh Nguyen,
Associate Professor and Director of the Master of
Divinity Program at Catholic Theological Union,
Chicago. For registration or enquires, contact (02) 9847
0030 or email lbreingan@bbi.catholic.edu.au. Early
bird registration closes 3 May.
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